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Meeting Minutes

City Council
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City ofRowlett City CouncIl meetings are avaIlable to all persons regardless ofdIsabIlity If

you requIre special assistance please contact the City Secretary at 972412 6109 or write PO

Box 99 Rowlett Texas 750300099 at least48 hours in advance ofthe meeting

Tuesday February 5 2008 5 30 PM Municipal BuIlding 4000 Main Street

As authorized by Section 551 071 2 of the Texas Government Code this meeting may be

convened into closed Executive Session for the purpose of seeking confidential legal advice from

the City Attorney on any agenda Item herein

The City of Rowlett reselVes the right to reconvene recess or realign the Regular Session or called

Executive Session or order of business at any time prior to adjournment

1 CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Harper called the meeting to order at 531 p m

Present Mayor Harper CounciImember Alberts Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Gottel

CounciImember Maggiotto CounciImember Mays and Mayor ProTem Rushing

CONVENE INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION

The City Council convened Into closed session at 532 p m

2 EXECUTIVE SESSION

2A The City Council shall convene into executive session pursuant to 551 071 of the

TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE to seek iegal advice regarding the terms of an

Interiocel Agreementwith the North Texas Tollway Authority NTTA and the Texas

Department of Transportation concerning the Eastern Extension of the President

George Bush Turnpike I State Highway 190 5 rninutes

2B The City Council shall convene into executive session pursuantto 551 071 ofthe

TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE to seek iegal advice from the City Attorney and

discuss litigation related to CITY OF ROWLETT vs SITE CONCRETE

RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION

The City Council reconvened into open session at 6 04p m

3 WORK SESSION ITEMS 6 00 P M

Mayor updated the Council regarding the February 7th Town Hall Meeting the February
12th DART Board Meeting and the Special City Council Work Session Meeting the

Veterans Park Rededication on February 16th Reception for Congressman Ralph Hall to be

held on February 17th Reception for Congressman Sam Johnson to be held on February
20th Point Royal Estates Groundbreaking Ceremony to beheld on February 19th
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latest Rowlett on the Move to be releesedFebruary 19th construction willbegin this

summer for the President George Bush Turnpike with the first segment completed in July
2010 on May 1st aMayors Prayer Breakfest will be held atRockwells City Place at 8 00

a m with Dr Ken Cooper being the guestspeaker

3A Joint meeting with Arts and Humanities Commission 15 minutes

Hugo Marllnez spoke regarding the goals and objectives of the Arts and Humanities

Commission the success oftha previous art shows the need for better dialogue with the

Public Information Office spoke regarding different programs for the city including a future

annual event Westshore and More

Council voiced concern regarding the funding for the project Westshore andMore

Mr Martinez stated the Commission would have to attract corporate sponsorship

Council asked what indoor facilities the Commission is using within the City limits

Mr Martinez stated the Community Centre and the Ubrary for the art displays the high
school auditorium for concerts and the local Methodist church

Council stated the Cityplans to have abond election in November 2009 the Arts and

Humanities Commission was invited to appearon themonthly news show Rowlett on the

Move in March orApril

3B Update to the Capital improvement Plan CIP construction projects 15 minutes

Staff updated the Council regarding the major road constructions some construction delays
due to cold fronts that have moved through the area and spoke regarding several different

road projects

3C Discussion with Oncor Electric Delivery regarding the lighting selVice tariff pursuant
to the Energy Policy Act of 2005 10 minutes

Bill Harper Oncor Electric Delivery stated the ballast for mercury vaporstreet lights willno

longer be available as ofJanuary 1 2008 therefore a tariff revision was filed on December

11 2007 to comply with the Energy Policy Act of 2005 Mr Harper indicated that Oncor

would replace the mercury vaporstreet lights with high pressure sodium street lights as they
are more energy efficient and the cost ofthe lights will be cheaper

Council voiced concern regarding the reduction in wattage

Mr Harper stated the new bulbs would have more lumens emphasized the old bulbs will be

replaced as they fail

Council will vote on the ordinance at the February 19 2008 City Council meeting
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3D Discuss Financial Report for First Quarter of Fiscal Year 2007 2008 10 minutes

Staffbriefly went overthe Financial Report for the FirstQuarterofFiscel Year2007 2008

emphasizing lowerrevenues for property taxes red light camera fines and water andsewer

revenues Spoke regarding the expenditures being on target Emphasized the City utilizes

amonthly target tool designed to draw attention to areas thatmay need edditlonalanalysis
or follow up therefore the Financial Reports may be artificiallybetter orgloomier than what

it is actually

Council asked ifthe sum ofmoney the tax revenues for the TIF District will bereduced with

NITA acquiring property in the T1F District

Staff did not have the dollar amount at this time

Council asked the amount ofsales tax the City received for the Christmas season

Staff stated they willnot know the amount until February 13th

Council questioned staffregarding the red light revenue staffwill be edjusting the budget to

remove the surplus because it willnot be realized

Staff stated they would be looking atother issues to meet the target

Council asked if there were any issues with reaching the General Reserves 10 goal atthe

end of the year

Staff stated there would not be a problem in reaching the goal

Council questioned staffregarding the Texas Municipal Retirement System TMRS

contributions

Staffstated the changes to TMRS will not go into effect until January 2009

Council asked the CityManager about the savings for the lapsed salaries

3E Hear Quarterly Investment Report for period ended December 31 2007 10

minutes

Staff updated the Council regarding the Quarterly Investment Report for the period ending
December31 2007

Council explained arbitrage and why the City Is not allowed to make 8 interest and

Council questioned the net offees paid to the investment advisors

3F Presentation and discussion of 2008 Citizens Survey Questionnaire 15 minutes

Staff discussed the 2008 Citizens Survey Questionnaire

Council asked for the type ofguidance the City looks for from the university
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Staff stated the focus is on operational delivery yet to be diverse in the questions

Council esked which questions are the new questions and which are repeated stated the

citizen will be tired of answering questions once the entire 51 question survey is completed
a 20 minute surveyIs too long andquestioned the method ofselecting citizens to participate
in the survey

Steffstated they will get reliable information through the profassional survey

3G Discussion of the agreement with Gary Osier Presents Entertainment Inc for the

procurement of headline entertainmentfor the Festival of Freedom 10 minutes

Staff steted that in order to be efficient with City funds the Festival ofFreedom will be a 2

day event and the cost for the entertainment will not exceed 70 000

Council questioned why aChristian rock group was not considered this year

Staffstated to secure a Christian band the alcohol sales will need to be eliminated

Council asked how the decisions for the musical groups were made

Staff stated the Gary Osierprovides a listofmusicians and City staff decides andsurveys
are also taken after the Festival of Freedom

Council spoke concerning the City cherging the people to attend to concert

Staff stated they are evaluating whether 0charge admission or to continue to charge for the

concert tickets

Council stated they would like to see citizens participate in the Festival and did not want to

charge admission for the Festival ofFreedom

3H Discussion of the Mayors DFW Best Practices conference

Mayor Harper discussed the different presentations that the City can present at the

conference to be held in April in Frisco

4 DISCUSS REGULAR SESSION ITEMS

Items 90 and 9E wereasked to be pulled from the Consent Agenda to be individually
considered

Work Session adjourned at 7 40p m

CONVENE INTO THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 7 30 P M

Convenedin the Council Chambers at 747p rn

Call to Orderat 7 47p rn
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5 INVOCATION

The invocation was led by Pastor Scott Brazell Heritage Church ofChrist

6 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge ofAllegiance was led by Mayor Harper

7 PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS

7A Update from the Mayor 5 minutes

Mayor Harper updated the Council with the efforts being made with DART to bring a light rail

station to Rowlett there are still unresolved issues regarding the elevated rail overRowiett

Road the North Texas Tollway Authority NTTA willbe responsible for building the eastern

extension ofthe President George Bush Turnpike PGBT through Rowieft to Interstate 30

and the first segment ofturnpike wibe open July 2010 and the entire turnpike including the

bridge over Lake Ray Hubbard willbe completed no later than October2011

7B Update from the City Manager 15 minutes

Craig Owens brought forth a PowerPolntpresentation for the City Managers Update
Results for Rowlett Report on Progress andActivities 46 page powerPoint presentation

Top Priorities

Neighborhood Quality
Economic Development
Environment

Transportation
Public Safety
Recreation and Learning

Neighborhood Quality
Neighborhood Quality
To provide neighborhood based services to the residents ofRowlett In order to

protect the value appeal and quality ofhomes and businesses in our community
Top 5 violations visual impact

Januarv 08

High Grass and Weeds

Junk Vehicles
Fences in Disrepair
Outside Storage Junk and Debris
Tree Umbs blocking sidewalks streets and signs

Closed Issues
24
54
50

139
23

ODen Issues
13
17
62
97
7

Staff gave presentation tojoint work session ofP Z and Council

Tuesday January 29

Regarding Neighborhood Revitalization Strategies
A new Code Enforcement Contracting Company washired andbegan operations in

late December 2007 40 PropertY Maintenance

Completed training the first batch of VIPS volunteers in Proactive Code

Enforcement

City of Rowlett 7836



City Council MeetIng MInutes February 5 2008

Created aProactive Enforcement PACE sign

Sign will be placed atthe entrances ofNeighborhoods during the proactive
enforcement process

Sign is to inform the citizens thatProactive Enforcement is taking place in their

neighborhood
Created aVIPS Courtesy Violation Notice Enforcement Procedures Flow chart to

be utilized by VIPS when

Courtesy Violation Notices are issued

Documentthe violations in the Citizen Action Center

For followup inspections
Created aStandard Code Enforcement Procedures Flow Chart to be utilized by
Code Officers for uniform enforcement ofcodes

Met with the Keep Rowlett Beautiful Board

Discussed partnership in Community VolunteerPrograms
KRB agreed to maintain the listofall the volunteer groups

Act as a liaison for citizens needing help and the volunteers

Economic Development
Economic Development

To provide economic development services to our existing businesses

prospective businessand community in order to attract investment to the City
of Rowlett andto promote asustainable vibrant economy

Talked with the representatives from Zaxbys who wantto open a restaurant

Are similar to the Chic fila concept
Plan is to redevelop some underutilized propertY on Lakeview Parkway
A pre submittal meeting has been held

The Brookshire s building has a contractpending with Aldi Grocery Store for the

site

Economic Development Advisory Board reviewed an incentive application for

Tatiano s restaurant
Pre submitlalmeeting washeld for their location at the northwest comerof

Lakeview Parkway and Scenic Drive

Development Plens submitled for Expo Towers 4 story mixeduse with rooftop
restaurant
Met with representatives who want to develop a retail center on southwest comerof

Lakeview Parkway and Chiesa Road

Grading permits have been issued for Colonial Bank and Nationel Tire and Battery
both on Lakeview Parkway
Family Video is close to opening on Rowlett Road and 7 Eleven is under

construction
Interviewed candidates for the Economic Development Director position

Environment

Environment
To provide and promote environmental resource management services in order

to ensure health and welfare and to preserve the environment for our

community
Facilities DMsion of Public Works entered into an agreement with Oncor Electric

Delivery to participate in the CItySmart program
This program provides free support through

Energy performance benchmarking
Energy master planning
Cash incentives for projects that result in peak electricity demand savings
in our facilities

This program is not offered openly
Rowlett is one of the first jurisdictions in the Oncor system to participate

More information willbe provided as we move through theprogram
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Trial run performed on Water Distribution System
Needed to see how thesystem operates with the SH 66Eula Drive Water

Tower offline

Tower was offline for 3 days and maintained good water pressure throughout
the city
Will be monitorlng the system more frequently and running some ofthe pumps

manually in order to help mainteln pressure

Contractorstarts maintenance workFebruary 4

Tower willbe offline epproximately 3months

Martha Lane Water Tower is almostcomplete
Shouldbe backIn service in acouple ofweeks

Jet Crew is working on one subdivision ata time jetting the sewer main lines

Valve and Hydrant Crew Is working on one subdivision at a time exercising the

water valves and servicing all ofthe fire hydrants
Pump andMotor Crew is working on the 3water booster stations and the 25 lift

stations doingpreventetive maintenance and yearly servicing ofall ofthe

overhead electric cranes

Transportation
Transportation

To provide transportation services to our citizens and visitors to ensure safa

efficient transportation options for the movement ofpeople andgoods through
the City ofRowlett and surrounding areas

Project Delivery
DART

DART Chairwoman Shaw visits Rowlett for tour

Mayor and City Manager hosted a special visit by Lynn Flint Shaw former

Chairwoman for DART Board of Directors

Thursday January 24 2008 at 1 pm
Took a walking tour oftheproposed location ofthe DART Blue Une light
rail station

Rowlett delegation attended DART Board Committee Meeting

Tuesday January 22 2008

More than 25 people from Rowletl attended the standing roomonly

meeting in support ofthe Mayors efforts

AllworeRowletl name tags stating Keep iton Track in Rowlett

Others wore royal blue shirts representing the Blue Une

Project Delivery
NTTA

Staff and councilmembers attended an Open House Public Meeting

Tuesday January 29 2008 from 5pm 8pm
Plaza Theater 521 W State street Garland

Discussed design and operational changes to the proposed President

George Bush Turnpike Eastern Extension project
Conversion to all electronic tolls from the original tollbooth

Some minoradditional turn lanes to add capacity
Displays wereavailable for public viewing
Project study team members werepresent to answer questions

CIP Update Word on the Street
Kenwood Heights Update

Paving has begun onKenwood Drive

The waterline has been installed along Kenwood Drive to Cypress Drive

and is in service
Waterline is installed on Kenwood Drive to Maple Lane

Work also continues on the channel between Cypress Drive and Maple
Lane
The contractor has begun the excavation and subgrade preparation for the

new paving for Kenwood Drive from Wal Mart to Maple Lane
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Kenwood Drive will remain closed until at leastFebruary 2008 1
Project is 11 complete

PointRoyal Estetes Update
The sanitary seweralong PointRoyal is complete
The storm drain along Point Royal is near completion
The waterline is complete along PointRoyal
Franchise utility conflicts are being resolved without delaying the project
Contractorwill begin removing old pavement on Point Royal and begin

subgrade preparation in February
Contractor is currently working on the senltary sewer lines elong Cedar

View andAshe Bend

Project is 10 complete
MillerRoadPhase 1 Update

Project delay is due to addition of 2Mof underground water sewer lines

underground utility conflicts and unfavorable weatherconditions

Contractorhas instelled concrete paving along Rowlett Road for the

western and northern lanes

Contractor is in the process of installing driveways to adjacent properties in

these locations
When the concretehas cured the contractor will restore the parkway so

traffic can be switched to the new pavement and open ail lanes on Rowlett

Road

Traffic is scheduled to be switched on MillerRoadby mid February
Project is 66 complete

MillerRoadPhase 2 Update
From CA Roan Roadto Dalrock Road willbe fourlanes with divided

concrete and underground storm drainage
Approved in the Dallas County Mejor Capital Improvement Program and

City share the cost equally with the County
Estimated construction start in 2009

Rowlett Road Update
Allthree phases ofreconstruction are being coordinated with DART and

NITA to minimize traffic delays and congestion during construction of

PGBT EE andDART Blue Line

Phase 1
Estimated completion date June 2008

6lanes from SH 66 to Century Drive

Project is 30 complete
Rowlett Road Update

All three phases ofreconstruction are being coordinated with DART and

NITA to minimize traffic delays andcongestion during construction of

PGBT EE and DART Blue Une

Phase 2

Estimated completion December 2011

6lanes from Century Drive to Miller Road

Phase 3
Construction begins May 2008

Estimated completion October 2009

4 lanes South ofMiller Road to Lake Ray Hubbard

Hickox Road Update
Phase 2

Reconstruction from TolerRoad to Merritt Road

Reconstructed to a41ane divided concrete road with underground
storm drain system
Estimated construction start February 2009

Phase 3

Reconstruction from Merritt Roadto the end ofMisty Lane
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Hickox will be reconstrucfed to astandard residential 21ane concrete

road with underground storm drain system
Estimated construction start April 2009

ConcreteAsphalt Street Reconstruction
The work Is complete for

Brookside

Lofiand

University
Knightsbridge
Halifax

Below are the approximate beginning completion dates for the remaining
asphalt construction projects
Proiecf Beoin Date ComDletion Date

Dexham Road May 08 May08
Uberty Grove Road Underway Mar08

N Dalrock Road Underway Feb 08

Alley Improvement Projects
Plans are being reviewed by the Engineering Staff to prepare for bidding app

2M
Should occur sometime in March 2008

Alleys included are

Brownlee

Chesham

College Park

Deerwood
Grant

Highgate
Mariner

Mediterranean
Pebble Beach

Vernon

Willowbrook
Railroad Crossing Improvements

Dallas Garland Northeastern Railroad DGNO will repair tracks in Rowlett

DGNO will give the City 2 weeks notice prior to repairs
City will supply a message board to inform public and address alternate routes

Locations to be repaired
MillerRoad

Will be raised to meet existing pavement
The asphaltpavement between the tracks will be replaced

Dalrock Road south of Chiesa Road andDexham Road

Public Safety
Public Safety

To provide public safety services to the Cityof Rowlett citizens and visitors in

order to reduce crime injury and damage to property and the environment

Responsive and Effective Emergency Services

Police Response Times Comparison All Calls

Police Response Times Comparison Priority 1 Calls

Fire Rescue
Initiated list of CPR trainers through CERT classes to be scheduled

Fire Rescue response trailer is nearing completion
Will beput into service this month

Carries all below grade and heavy rescue equipment
Working with Public Works to coordinate wild land interface fire support
CPR Class reaistration underway for March 1 class
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o Responsive and Effective Emergency Services

o Fire Rescue structure Fires Property Loss
o Fire Rescue Response Timas
o Fire Rescue All Medic Units in Use
o Fire Rescue Structure Fires
o Fire Rescue Fire Containment

o Responsive andEffective Emergency Services

o Animal ControlDMsion worked three animalbite cases for the month of

January 2008
o All three bite cases involved dogs
o Were minor in nature
o None werePitt Bulls

o Full staffing has caught up on entering all reportdate

o Animal Control responded to six noise complaints in January 2008

o Allcurrent andpending complaints have been responded to by either

o Warning notices given to the residences
o A formal warning notice sent by mail
o A citation being issued on behelf ofthe complainant

o Environmental Health was Involved in amultijurisdictional investigation with

Dallas County andthe Texas Dept ofHealth

o Two Mobile Food inspections werecompleted
o Work is about 50 complete on creating external tags for Mobile Food

Vendors
o Project will be complete by mid February 2008

I

Recreation and Learning
o Recreation Learning

o To provide cultural entertainment and recreation services to the residents

businesses and visitors ofthe City ofRowlett in order to encourage a healthy
active community

o Community Centre
o Upcoming events

o Sweetheart Dance Stany Stany Night
o Friday February 8 79 30 pm
o 40couple 15 each additionalcouple
o Includes light snacks photograph limo ride dancing contests and

prizes
Senior Heaith Clinic

Rowlett Fire Rescue and Parks Recreation are working together to

provide Senior Health Checks at the Rowiett Community Centre

Second Tuesdays of the month from 8 30 am 10 30 am

First clinic will be on Tuesday February 12 2008

Wet Zone

Registrations began Friday February 1 atwetzonewaterpark com for

Swim lessons

Group rentals

Birthday rentals

Park rentals
o Other Events

Rededication of Veterans Park ceremony
o February 16 2008 at2pm
o American flagpole will be dedicated to Congressman Johnson
o Plaque willbe presented to the Congressman and placed at the flag

pole
o Flying Field update

City is in full compliance with RCAMA Agreement
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Ali site improvements required by agreement are complete
Parks Advisory Board will review annual fee amount and make

recommendation to Council by March

First site audit performed January 26 al 4pilots were in full compliance
Will continue site audits

Ubrary
Upcoming Children sActivities

Saturday February 9 3pm open for all ages to make valentines

Saturday February 16 3 pm children kindergarten andolder can enterthe

world of Toy Story play alien claw space walk andgiant Mr Potato

Head
Other Activities

Town Hall meeting set for Thursday February 7atRowlett Community Centre

starting at 7pm
Free income tax counseling andpreparation sponsored by MRP available again
thisyearat

Rowlett Ubrary 930 am to 2pm on Saturdays now through April 12

Rowlett Community Centre 9 am to 1 pm on Wednesdays starling February
6 through April 9

o The Animal Control Staff has been working with the SPCA

o Transferring adoptable animals for theiroffsite adoptions events

Program is very successful in placing animals that we can on longer hold due to

space constraint

Building Inspections staff working with the estates oftwo substandard buildings
one on Hickox Roadand the otheron Chiesa Road

Began airing the following programs on RTN16

January 17DART Meeting held in Rowiett Council Chambers

AIrs everyday at 8amand 8 30pm thru February 12

January 22 Work Session Meeting Discussion of the Citys Utility Rates

o Airs Tuesdays 6 30 am 7pm in the Special Meeting time slotthru

February 5

Sent post card invltetions to Point Royal Neighborhood residents

Capital Improvements Ceremony on Tuesday February 19 3pm
Posted event on City Web site RTN16

o Sent news release andplaced extra post cards in city buildings
o Completed a new display at the Rowlett Public Ubrary depicting a 3 D example of

Construction of a Street
o Placed fourmore Zoo construction signs in the streets

One sign has two monkeys that say Hang in there progress is on the wayl
The otherhas two lions that say Progress is on the way andwe re not LION

7C Hear presentation of the First Quarterly Financial Report for fiscal year 2007 2008 from

the City Manager

CityManager made a presentation of the First QuarterlyFinancial Report for fiscalyear
2007 2008

City of Rowlett s Quarterly Financial Report dated December 31 2007 12 page PowerPoint

presentation

Highlights of December 31 2007

Quarterly Financial Report
Overview

Revenue Trends

Budget Matters
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Reserves
Overview

City has earned 21 2million through the first quarter representing 276 ofthe

amended operating budget of 76 8 million

City has spent 13 9million for the year representing 18 2 ofthe amended operating
budget of 763 million

City has spent 4 3million in capital improvements and has 26 5 million commitled off

the amended capitai budget of 77 7million

Revenue Trends

Sales taxes have earned 639 483 million an increase of 89 compared to FY0607

but34 below target for the first two months ofthe year
These resultsare reported net ofsales tax rebates

Properly taxes totaled 9 7million adecrease of 15 1 compared to FY 0607 and

182 below target for the first quarter ofthe year
This is expected to be a timing issue thatwill be made up in January andFebruary
Water revenues totaled 23 million an increase of 0 2 overFY 0607 but 78

below target for the first quarter ofthe year
Sewerrevenues totaled 22million adecrease of4 1 over FY06 07 and 39

below target for the first quarter ofthe year

Budget Matters

Revenues are 2 6million or 10 9 lower than the first quarter target primarilydue to

lagging properly tex collections andreduced water sewersales and red light camera

fines

Expenditures are 261 520 or 1 9 higher than the target for the first quarter primarily
due to the timing of debt service payments and operating costs in the General and Fleet

Services Funds

The only item currently on Budget Watch is the RedUght Camera Fines Revenues are

expected to be 30 40 below thatprojected for the fiscal year
A budget amendment adjusting Red Light Camera Fines and amyriad of otherissues is

scheduled for February 19th

8 CITIZENS INPUT

1 Gloria Vandergriff 7160 North Dallas Parkway spoke regarding Oncor Energy Starand

home builders incentives

2 Jerry Carter 3321 S Broadway spoke regarding the residential green building program
andasked for a delay in the implementation ofthe program
3 Paul Cauduro 5816 West Piano Parkway spoke regarding the residential green
building program and asked the Council to adopt sustainable building practices for its own

facilities andall nonresidential construction in Rowletl

9 CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Harper explained the procedure regarding the Consent Agenda and the rights ofeach

Councilmember andeach citizen to have any consent agenda item removed to be

considered individually

Items 90 and 9E were pulled from the Consent Agenda to be considered individually

City Secretary read the items into the record

9A Consider approving minutes from the January 15 2008 Regular Council Meeting

This Matterwas approved on the Consent Agenda
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9B Consider a resolution approving Change Order Number 2 in the amount of sixty
seven thousand six hundred fifty one dollars and no cents 67 651 00 to the

contract with the Classic Protective Coating Incorporated for the for the

refurbishment and repainting of the 750 000 gallon Martha Lane Elevated Water

Storage Tank and the one million gallon Eula Drive Elevated Water Storage Tanks

This Matter wasadopted as RES 00608 on the Consent Agenda

9C Consider a resolution approving the payment for telephone hardware maintenance

for the Information Technology Division to ICS Telephones In the amount of twenty
six thousand one hundred thirty three dollars 26 133

This Matter was adopted as RES007 08 on the Consent Agenda

90 Consider an ordinance approving a settlement agreement between the Atmos

Cities Steering Committee ACSC and Atmos Energy Mid Tex Division Atmos

or Company regarding the Company s intent to change gas rates in all cities

exercising original jurisdiction including the City of Rowlett

Mayor Harper read the item into the record

Ann Honza Financial ServicesAssistant Director steted As this is preserrted it is an

ordinance approving a settlement agreement between Atmos Cities steering Commitlee and

Atmos the company This is the city is a member ofthe Atmos Cities Steering Committee

and were one 1 ofone hundred and fiftyone 151 cities in Texas that are members ofthis

group Weve been amemberof this group for a numberofyears andhave been involved in

a numberofrate cases against Atmos andits predecessor companies The City actually
acts as e consumeradvocate to keep netural gas rates reasonable for our residents On

September 20 2007 Atmos filed the with the City the companys statement ofIntent to

increase natural gas rates system wide by approximately 52million dollars the City
suspended the effective dateofOctober25th to work with other cities to analyze the

schedules and evidence offered by Atmos to support its request to increase rates Atmos

has requested seven 1 natural gas rate increases for customers in the area since 2004

So ithas become a regularprocess for us During the time that the City has retained

original jurisdiction in this case andthat wes the result ofthat suspension consultants

working on behalf ofthe staering Commitlee members have investigated the support for the

company s requested rate increase while the evidence does notsupport the 52 million

dollar increase requested by the company the steering Committee consultants agree that

the company can justify an increase in the revenuesofat leasteight million dollars

8 000 000 and there s a reasonably high probability that the Railroad Commission would

award an increase ofateast ten million 10 000 000 So there are several things to be

gained from approving this Just briefly a few ofthose it reverses the rate design decisions

that unfairly impact the residential rate payers it does away with the piecemeal rate making

problems inherent to the GRIPS surcharge process which has come to this group a number

of times overthe last fawyaars It eliminates exposure to potential court reversal ofthe

multi million dollarPoly 1 Pipe disallowance that issue is on appeal at this time It also

avoids unnecessaryandpotential negative consequences ofthe Railroad Commission
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rate review Id like to point outthat the fiscal impact is equal to rate increases on the City

gas usage and represents an 80 decrease from the Increase that was requested by
Atmos Although theresno direct impact to the City one ofthe things thatIwanted to show

you we have acomparison ofcustomer impacts by class Residential customers Ifthey
currently had a monthiy bill of 54 99 originally Atmos had requested an increase of

approximately 3 77 orachange of 2 08 for thatparllcular deal With this negotiated
settlemen that rate increase is only 20 or 37 For the commercielcustomer theres a

little bit larger increase butagain considerably less than whatwe would have had with the

original filing from Atmos Instead ofhaving a 296 15 bill we would have hada 30536

bill or an increase of9 21 and with the settlement agreement thatmonthly bill will only go

up to 299 60 ora change of 348 or 1 18 And we have very little industrial and

transport in the City so I wonT go into those

Mayor Harper stated So ifIhear you correctly the rete increase is 37 for residential and

a little over 1 for commercial is thatcorrect

Ms Honza replied Thats correct

Mayor Harper stated And this is anegotiated rate far less then what was requested

Ms Honza replied Right

Mayor Halper stated Council any questions
A motion was made by Councllmember Mays seconded by Deputy Mayor Pro Tem

Gottel that this matter be adopted as ORDll03 ll8 The motion carried by the

following vote

Ayes 6 Mayor Harper Councilmember Alberts Deputy Mayor Pro Tern Gottei

Councilmember Maggiotto Councilmember Mays and Mayor Pro Tem

Rushing

9E Consider a resolution approving a purchase and sale agreement for the acquisition
of 2 767 acres of property located at 2909 Century Drive for the construction of the

Main Street Lift Station in the amount of two hundred fifteen thousand dollars
215 000 and authorizing the Mayor to execute such agreement

Mayor Harper read tha item into the record

Shawn Poe City Engineer stated The purchase to sell contract thatwas included in the

agenda did not include two 2 changes that the seller hadproposed in which our City
Attorney subsequentiy approved Basically the seller requested that the City pay onehalf

the survey faes and onehalf the basic ownertitles policy We didnT see any issue with that

so we request that you approve thatbasad on the amendment to thatagreement

Joe Gorflda CityAttorney stated Go ahead and refarence the section number

Mr Poe stated That s section 3 on page 3

Mayor Harper stated Anything else Mr Poe

Mr Poe replied No sir

Mayor Harper stated Council any questions orcomments
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Amotion was made by CouncIlmember Alberts seconded by Mayor Pro Tern

Rushing that thismatter be adopted as amended as RES 012D8 The motion carried

by the following vote

Ayes 6 Mayor Harper Councilmember Alberts Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Gettel

Councilmember Maggiotto Councilmember Mays and Mayor Pro Tem

Rushing

9F Consider a resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute a Notice of Intent to the

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality TCEQ for Storm Water Discharges
from Srnall Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems MS4 under the Texas

Pollutant Discharge Elimination System TPDES Phase II MS4 General Permit

This Matterwas adopted as RES 008D8 on the Consent Agenda

9G Consider a resolution authorizing entering into an interlocal agreement between
North Central Texas Council of Government NCTCOG Dallas Morning News and

the City of Rowlett for reduced recruitment advertising rates

This Matter was adopted as RESD09 08 on the Consent Agenda

9H Consider a resolution authorizing payment in the amount of seventy nine thousand
three hundred eighty dollars and no cents 79 380 to Dallas Garland
Northeastern Railroad Inc DGNO for the removal and installation of the railroad

crossing and at the intersection of the DART railroad and Rowlett Road

This Matter was adopted as RESD10 08 on the Consent Agenda

91 Consider a resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into an agreement with

Gary Osier Presents Entertainment inc for the procurement of headline
entertainment for Rowletts Fourteenth Annual Festival of Freedom in an amount

not to exceed seventy thousand dollars 70 000

This Matter was adopted as RES 011D8 on the Consent Agenda

9J Consider an ordinance calling the general election to elect Counci members for

Place 1 Place 3 and Place 5

This Matter was approved as OROD02 D8 on the Consent Agenda

City of Rowlett 7846



City Council Meeting Minutes February 5 2008

Passed The Consent Agenda
A motion wasmade by Mayor ProTem Rushing seconded by CouncIlmember

Alberts Including all the preceding Items marked as having been adopted on the

Consent Agenda The motion carried by the following vote

Ayes 6 Mayor Harper Councilmember Alberts Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Gottel

Councilmember Maggiotto Councilmember Mays and Mayor Pro Tem

Rushing

10 ITEMS FOR INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION

10A Consider an ordinance creating a Residential Green Building Program by adopting
the Environmental Protection Agency EnergyStar Program Standards

Mayor Harper read item into the record

Keri Samford Planning and Community Development Director stated Atthe Joint Work

Session with the City Council and the Planning andZoning Commission on October30

2007 the EnergyStar Program wasdiscussed and there hadbeen much research long
before that in particular by Councilmember Maggiotto It wasdirectedto the Planning and

Zoning Commission to take public comment which wasdone attheir December 11 2007

January 8 2008 andJanuary 22 2008 meetings Atthat time comments were taken

mostly from the HomebuildefS Association where we received their comments similar to

what they said tonight After listening to the comments in the public hearing the Planning
and Zoning Commission recommended adoption or recommended to the City Council to

look at adopting aResidential Energy Conservation Program And they approved that 7 O

Ifthere s any questions m be happy to
1 know Councilmember Maggiotto will have a

presentation as well

Mayor Harper stated Id like to ask Councilmember Maggiotto ifI could have you do a

presentation would you be willing to do that Ifyou d move to thepodium please sir

Councilmember Maggiotto is the moving force behind thisparticular agenda item andhas a

long history ofresearching the issue So ifyou would please we ll turn the podium overto

you

Councilmember Maggiotto stated Thank you Mayor As stated by Ms Samford we have

been looking at this program for at least 4 4Y years The original program was adopted
and implemented in May 2001 by the City ofFrisco and a lot of whatIm going to present to

you is gleamed from variouspresentations made at city conferences But what were trying
to do here is to have a highlevel presentation so that the citizens can understand what

were trying to accomplish We have before us tonight aGreen Building Program and its to

address asustainable more economical andmore environmentally responsible approach to

how we build our homes here in Rowlett

Councilmember Maggiotto brought forth aPowerPoint presentation for Item 10A

Rowlett Green Building Program 15 page PowerPoint presentation

Background
21st Century Regional Challenges

Population Pollution

Air and water quality
Mobility traffic congestion

Water
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Consumption Cost increasing
Energy gas andelectricity

Consumption Cost increasing
Being Partofthe Regional Solution

Commit to Resource Efficiency by providing functional adaptable andsustainable

building andsite designs that use water energy and materialresources effectively
andefficlentiy

PositIon new city facilities to meet the challenges ofthe 21st Century
Operational cost reduction

Create a competitive edge for our citizens Wrt costofliving
Lower the cost ofownership by increasing the resource efficiency ofour

new homes which reduces resource consumption
Rowiett Residential Green Building Program

Energy Efficiency
Water Conservation

IndoorAir Quality
Waste Recycling

Energy Efficiency
Adoption of the EPA s EnergySterTM Program as the minimum standard

Homes must score a83 or loweron the Home Energy Rating System HERS

Third Party Verified city
No extra cost for the city

Water Conservation

Stege 3 Drought Tolerant Landscape Option s

Information in Modals on Water Conservation

Landscape Beds Mulched

EvapoTranspiration EY Besed Controllers on each lot

Zoned Irrigation Systems
Individual tree irrigation systems

IndoorAir Quality
Minimum standard for indoorair quality ofsingle family home shall be ASHRAE

standard 622oras may be amended

Carpets cushions andcarpet adhesives shall carry the Carpet Rug Institute CRI

Green Label

Range Hood Vented to Outside

Ducts Must be Sealed with Mastic

Requirements for Total Duct Leakage
Exterior Ventilation Requirement
Central Vacuum if installed Vents to Outside

Waste Recycling
Recycle Construction Waste Brick andLumber

Benefits to Rowlett Home Buyers
Energy Efficient Mortgages
Lower monthly utility costs

Mortgage payment will remain the same energy costs are rising
Mortgage interest Is tax deductible utility costs are not

Higher resale value
Benefits to Rowlett Home Buyers

Improved durability and comfort

Reduced maintenance
Healthier indoor environment

Example Impacts Frisco s Residential Green Building Program
C02 Avoided 13 698 tons

NOX Avoided 39 19 tons

S02Avoided 42 56 tons

Average kWh savings 4 650house per year
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Utility savings per yearper home 436 life time cost sevings on a30yrmortgage
13 080

Costs
In June of 2003 City of Frisco reported estimated costs to be 1 500 to3 750

extra perhome

As more homes have been built costs have decreased

In December of2005 Frisco reported costs being negligible as green building
programs around thecountry have flourished

Who Builds

As ofApril 2001 there were 154 builders in the City ofFrisco City ofFrisco in 2001

was first city in the nation to adopt the EnergystarTM Program
Crestmark DR Horton Grand Homes Mercedes Pulte US Homes etc see listing

City ofAustin

Habitat for Humanity http oikos comesb 48hebitathtml

San Antonio Texas

According to the EPA there are 571 EnergyStarTM builders in the State of Texas

see httpwwwenergystar gov then FindLocal Homebuilders

City ofFairview adopted a Green Building Program in May 2004 similar to the City
ofFrisco s

Think Globally by Acting Locally
For the City

Consider LEED for all new Government facilities

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design
ForRowlett Citizens Adopt the ResidentialEnergystar Program

Complimentary to the International Energy Conservation Code ECC

2000 adopted by all cities in Texas

City ofRowletts Commitment

Rowiett s Residential Green Building Program is designed to ensure ahigher quality
oflife for its citizens This program focuses on several areas including waste

reduction pollution reduction water conservation energy conservation and

sustainable development By making the standards ofthis program mandatory we

hope to give future generations the legacy ofenvironmentalsensitivity functionally
efficient homes andacommitment to conservation

Mayor Harper stated Mr Alberts youve asked to speak

Councilmember Alberts stated Idlove to give the Republican counterpoint for this

Mayor Harper stated No no no mention ofpartisan politics this is Super Tuesday

Councilmember Alberts replied Yes it is Mayor Iguess the inconvenient truth about this is

thatgovernment works best when government affects theleast Ihave an olderhome my
home is 13 or 14 years old Iknow one of the councilmembers had one of the same era

home and is purchasing anotherhome that is far more energy efficient than our vintage of

home and as Ibuy replacement appliances for my home I try to buy more energy efficient

ones But the jest in that is thats my choice Theyre building more efficient homes now

because itmakes good market sense to do so they re doing thatwithout us telling them

what they have to do What s before us tonight tells our citizens what they can plant what

they can1 plant andbasicallyjust gets into their life offree market economy I
believe

Mr

Carter talked about havinga think tank or focus group well the best focus group is the

market The market will tellyou whatneeds to happen Im a conservationist I really am I

can see the need for that but when we implemented our water conservation program we

didn1 tell people that they couldn1 use as much water as they wanted to We told them that

ifyou did then this is whets going we encouraged them we incentivized them to use less

One ofthe speakers talked about the incentives that Oncor gives to builders to encourage
them to do this level of improvements andrewards thebuilders for doing that And Ithink
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thafs the way a free market should work The otherspeaker spoke that ifwe actually
passed this that would go away that wonT be an option to the builders that are here Ijust
think that teking options away from our citizens is not the right way to do business I already
donTlike having to flush twice as it is you know the federal government did that to me But I

thinkthat ifwe ailow the market to drive this effort the better Mr Maggiotto and I were on

the same page when itcomes to conservation we just have different philosophy onhow

you implement it Ibelieve the government shouldnT do it I believe the citizens shoulddo it

themselves Thenk you Mayor

Mayor Harper stated Thank you Mr Alberts Anyone else wish to make any comments

Mayor Pro Tern

Mayor Pro Tem Rushing stated Yes Mayor I think that the ability for the builders to bring
this option forward to the citizens ofRowiett has been there for yaars and they havenT

chosen to doit Ihave two 2 children thatboth own D R Horton homes one 1 wasbuilt

in Frisco and they got the EnergyStar The one In Rowlett was requested andthe builder

said IdonT have to doit in Rowiett so Im notgoing to CouldnT evenget it if they wanted

to Again I think this is something thatshould have been done severalyealS ago We donT

have that many more homes to build Anything that is currently platted is grandfathered in

so were only talking about new subdivisions anyway I think we ought to do it for the

citizens ofthis City Thank you

Councilmember Alberts stated I wasgoing to comment on what the Mayor Pro Tem said

that in fact as Isaid they are making more energy efficient homes now then they were

back then Its nota question that theyre not doing it they are doing itand the marketis

dictating the level ofenergy efficiency thatmakes economicsense for them and also

economic sense for the citizens And Ican tellyou speaking for the homeowners thatIve

dealt with ifIwanted to put something extra in my home the builder willput it in Ican

guarantee you they ll do that They make mark it up three 3 times but theyll do it Ifs just
aquestion of economics Ifs whatmakes sense andyou repoint being that we donT have

that many out there this is going to affect then why are we doing it Ifits not to just get a

flash in the pan PR something going on IdonT know whatit is So Im curious as to what

the motivation is anyway

Mayor Harper stated Ms Samford can Iask you acouple of questions Ifyou would take

the podium again please Thank you Mr Alberts

Councilmember Alberts replied Thank you Mayor

Mayor Harper stated Again review for us what the Planning and Zoning Commission did

with this question

Ms Samford replied The process they actually held three 3 public commentperiods took

input from citizens and the home builder community they recommend that the City Council

adopt an energy conservation program andthen at their last meeting Ibelieve itwas that

they recommended green building programs similar to the City ofFrisco s EnergyStar
Program a landscaping program similar to the one discussed at theirmeeting What

happened is that we had some more items under the landscaping forexample where

irrigation is required then require the ET the EvapoTranspiration controilers andthose

items associated with the landscaping where required And thats what they passed on

Mayor Harper stated And how did the Commissioners vote on that recommendation

Ms Samford replied Itwas 7 O
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Mayor Harper stated Councilmember Megglotto you are our liaison to Planning and

Zoning one ofthe things that Iwould request ofyou regardless ofthe outcome ofthe

pending vote is to do work with Planning andZoning Commission because what is before

us IsnY the total answer It is apiece ofthe final answer should we pass it butmore

importantly we heard from the Home BuilderAssociation we ve heard from others I think

Mr Alberts is saying it as well thatwe nead some continued conversation in this area I

donY know where we form the right ad hoc commitlee orwhetherit should be a sub

commitlee ofPlanning andZoning what Iwould likeyou to do inyour council liaison

capacity is to continue this conversation with Planning and Zoning and again thafs

regardless ofthe outcome ofthe pending vote Mr Alberts doyou have anything else you

wanted to seysir

Councilmember Alberts replied Yes Mayor As its presented this evening ifthis initiative

as presented this evening which Ibelieve overreaches where I think we wantto go future

residents ofRowlett wonY have a choice on the type of landscaping they can put in They
wonY have achoice on the type ofirrigation system they can put In And IdonL ifwe do

nothing else we need to replace that shall with encourage We can encourage people to

put in the level Stage 3 drought landscaping we can encourage them to put in this

equipment which is not free and not require people notbuild these peoples house forthem

here at the dais Ijust donY think thatsright Idon1 think thafs whatAmerica is about and I

certainly donY think thats what Rowlett should be about

Mayor Harper stated Okay Thank you very much My final comment Council ifyou want

to weigh in fael free to do so We ve done a number ofissues that we weren1 certain about

this may be one ofthose I thinkwhat we do is we move forward with the best information

available to us in the best interestofthe citizens of Rowlett in mind In my short tenure as

Mayor Ive seen us move forward andthen gather information while moving forward which

caused us to pause and reflect andperhaps even come back andmake a change Ive seen

us do that Idon1 know ifthafs what you would have in mind Mr Alberts Igather that you

would like us not to move forward based on some ofyourcomments on the otherhand I

am one who believes thatmaking an action doesnY mean we cannot undo thataction should

we get new information that causesus to say we may have moved too quickly back then

Thafs another reason why Mr Maggiotto Ihope you continue your conversations with the

Planning andZoning Commission because as Isee that group aithough they re charged
with really doing PZwork which is kind of paralegal but they are also experts at building
most ofthem And we need their insight andtheir intellect on these kinds ofquestions So

thafs my final comment We ll give the opportunity for anyone else before Iseeka motion

Mr Alberts anything else

Councilmember Alberts replied Yes Mayor Just aquick question for staff Under this

initiative that we have before us this evening for ourexisting residents and citizens out there

if they were to do extensive over 50 type ofremodeling andrenovetions would this new

restrictions fall onto them

Ms Samford stated Ithink currently its for new home construction but that may be

something we would have to look to our attorney andask on that But right now itsjust for

new home construction

Mayor Harper stated That would be a future amendment

Mr Gorfida stated Unplatted

Councilmember Alberts stated So itwould just be those thatare unplatted now
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Mr Gorfida stated Unplatted

Councilmember Alberts stated Just apoint ofciarification Mayor thank you

Mayor Harper stated Thank you Mr Albertsand Mr Gorfida as well Ifthere are no more

questions then may Iaskfor amotion

Councilmember Maggiotto stated Thank you Mayor Before Imake a motion for

clarification staffhas a set of landscape requirements thatare adhered to already by a

home builder and the conversations andthe documentation that has been compiled by the

City ofFrisco is extansive Extensive to the point where meeting these requirements of

Stage 3 drought tolerant landscape there are many many options that are avallabie to the

homeowner The homeowner orhome builder today does not walk in and literally decide

whatkind oflandscape they follow acity ordinance as to whet they can plant and what they
can1 plant And this is reallyno different But understand that the amount ofwork the

number ofmeetings we have a litany ofmeetings that have been conducted by the City of

Frisco with the Home Builders Association theHome RatersAssociation the Heating
Ventilation endAir Conditioning Associetion the fist goes on and on We re talking about

BuilderTask Force Meetings I think you re always going to have aminority that decent but

the experience thatwe see from the City of Frisco is that they do heve consensus they are

profitable and they are building communities in the City ofFrisco that are in the price ranges

thatwe see here normally With that Mayor Ijust wantto remind you thatas the price of

energy ciimbs higher more home buyers are looking for weys to cut theirown utility
consumption Conserving on home utility bills is not a liberal versus conservative Idea Ifs

not adebate about that The matter really before us is good sense and in some cases

financial survival The point is energy conservation is not a liberal idea in the political
sense In deed we re talking about saving money making our homes more comfortable and

finally just being prectical And with that Mayor I would move thatwe pass the Rowiett

Green Building Program as presented by staff with all the attachments thereto

Mayor Harper stated Mr Maggiotlo yourmotion is to approve the ordinance creating a

Residential Green Building Program by adopting the Environmentei Protection Agency

EnergyStar Program standards Is that correct sia

Councllmember Maggiotto replied Yes sir

Mayor Harper stated Is there a second to thatmotion

Mayor Pro Tem Rushing replied Yes sir Ill second

Mayor Harper stated Mayor Pro Tern seconds We ll we call to question please

Councilmember Alberts stated Quick comment Mayor

Mayor Harper stated Yes sir

Councilmember Alberts stated Just on what Mr Maggiotto said Iagree with him the only
part Idisagree on is thatsaving energy is not a liberal idea Telling people thats got to do it

is Thank you Mayor

Mayor Harper replied Thank you Mr Alberts

A motion was made by Councllmember Magglotto seconded by Mayor Pro Tern

Rushing that this matter be adopted as ORD 004 08 The motion carried by the

following vote
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Ayes 5 Mayor Harper Deputy Mayor Pro Tern Gottel Councilmember Maggiotto
Councilmember Mays and Mayor Pro Tem Rushing

Noes 1 Councilmember Alberts

10B Consider a resolution establishing a Charter Review Commission to act for a period
of six 6 months and defining the scope of its review

Mayor Harper read item into the record

Mayor Harper steted You heve the item before you and what were talking about doing in

this instance is to invoke what we already heve in our City Charter which is thatevery five

5 years we review our City Charter no greater than every five 5 years we review the

City Charter to assure that it is up to date according to the interests needs and wants of our

citizens The way we go about doing that is to form a Charter Review Commission By City
Charter seven 7 citizens are appointed by the City Council to be members to review the

City Charter andthe City Council also defines the scope ofthat review So whatwe re

looking at in this instance is a resolution which will establish that we wlll have aCharter

Review Commission in compliance in conjunction with the City Charterthat is existing now

and that the scope ofits review will be comprehensive or all encompassing We re not

limiting the scope at all were allowing the individuals that we will appoint to this

Commission to seek best practices and based upon those best practices meke

recommendations to the City Council and then those City Council recommendalions are

passed on in the form of a ballot resolution for the citizens ofRowiett to consider to approve
ordisapprove Mr Owens you look likeyou want to make acomment So thets what we

have before us as my understanding Okay any questions or comments on the partof

Council That being the case we seek a motion

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Pro Tern Gottel seconded by Councllmember

Alberts that this matter be adopted as RES 013 08 The motion carried by the

following vote

Ayes 6 Mayor Harper Councilmember Alberts Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Gottel

Councilmember Maggiotto Councilmember Mays and Mayor Pro Tem

Rushing

10C Consider appointments to the Charter Revision Commission for 2008 to comply
with Section 12 03 of the City Charter

Mayor Harper read item into the record

Mayor Harper stated Council Id like to suggest aprocess for us to follow First ofall weve

had some experience with this anditalways hasn gone well with regard to our nominations

for these positions

Councilmember Alberts stated Mayor may Isuggest This is the Charter Review

Commission and the process for the Charter Review Commission is that each

Councimemberappoints his or her representative on the Commission

Mayor Harper replied Idon believe thats accurate Mr Alberts Where is that in the City
Charter

CouncilmemberAlberts stated Mayor Ive participated in a couple ofthese and Ican
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tellyou that

Mayor Harper stated Where is it in the City Charter itsays the Council will appoint

Councllmember Alberts replied It says the CouncU appoint andtheprocess the Council

uses to do that is that each Councilmember appoints

Mayor Harper stated That snot yourdecision to make Mr Alberts Im suggesting a

different approach to this

Councilmember Alberts stated Ican tell you historicelly thats how its done

Mayor Harper stated The approach thatwe ve been using

Councilmember Alberts continued so that each Councilmember has a representative on

Mayor Harper stated No no sir Point oforder Mr Alberts Thats nothow it is always
done and were going to follow the City Charter rule which says the Council as abody shall

appoint

Councilmember Alberts replied No itdoesnY say as abody sir It says the Council

Mayor Harper stated Itsays the Council

Councilmember Alberts stated That s correct And my method does that The method

thats been done in the past does that

Mayor Harper steted Its my floornow unless you want to saymore Mr Alberts

Councilmember Alberts replied No Mayor

Mayor Harper stated Thank you

Councilmember Alberts stated I
assumed

Mayor Harper stated And what Im going to suggest is aprocess the Council can accept or

reject thatprocess is that we will make nominations for each ofthe seven 1 places on the

Charter Review Commission And Isuggest that we notnominatemore than two 2

individuals ata time to each place and we ll vote on each place as we ve done in the past
So Council do you have any major objections to thatprocess

Councilmember Alberts replied I do Mayor I thinkthat we should go back to the way its

historically been done

Mayor Harperstated And do you have a legal bases for that Mr Alberls

Councilmember Alberls replied No Mayor IdonY have presence to do whatyou re doing
either My method as wasdone by under the Charter was legal and was the way itwas

done in the past

Mayor Harper stated So whatIm suggesting is not illegal then

Councilmember Alberts replied What you re suggesting is not illegal itsjust allows a simple
majority of the Council to create the whole Council
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Mayor Harper stated We are elected atfarge I don really want to debate butI do wantto

make this comment Irespect youropinion I really do but we are elected at large Mr

Alberts We re not elected by district We represent as a body the entire City ofRowlett

Councilmember Alberts replied funderstand

Mayor Harper continued I thinkthat we as a Council must act as a body to represent all

55 000 citizens ofRowlett

Councilmember Alberts stated Mayor

Mayor Harper continued What you re suggesting is a district approach

Councilmember Alberts replied No Mayor

Mayor Harper stated Yes you are sirand Iam suggesting thet we approach this instead

for the greater good ofall ofour citizens

Councilmember Alberts stated Mayor whatIm suggesting is an elected representetive
approach where as each elected representative atfarge has aknown representative on the

City Cherter

Mayor Harper replied Mr Gorfida may Iproceed with whatIhave suggested to Council

Mr Gorfida stated As long as the decision at the end ofthe night is that the City Council

appoints a Charter Review Commission

Mayor Harper replied Okay thank you

Mr Gorfida stated That is what itstates in the Charter

Councilmember Alberts stated Mayor

Mr Gorfida stated The City Council shail appoint a Charter Review Commission

Councilmember Alberts stated That is correct Would you agree thatboth methods do

that

Mr Gorfida replied There are saveral different methods that appoint a Charter Review

Commission
n

Mayor Harper stated Council how do we wish to proceed Are you okay with my process
oftwo 2 nominations per position Mayor Pro Tern

Mayor Pro Tern Rushing replied Yes Mayor I don have a problem with that Itgives Mr

Alberts achance to nominate seven 7 different people

Councilmember Alberts stated Ifthe Mayor wants to suggest and change the way its been

historically been done it certainly is prerogetive that Council can

Mayor Harper stated We ve changed quite a faw things that have historicaily been donf
Mr Alberts

Councilmember Alberts stated Mayor Ihaven always voiced in opposition ofthat but I
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fael pretty strongly about this

Mayor Harper stated Iunderstand that sir I fael very strongly myself so Im seeking
Council consensus on theprocess thatI amsuggesting to you Is there anyone who wishes

to speak against it otherthan Mr Alberts Is there anyone who wishes to speak in favor

otherthan myself Mr Gottel

Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Gottel stated The process that weve set up in the past atleast this

is my opinion seemsto have worked You know I don1 thinkany process is perfect butI

certainly believe that the process that weve hadin place has certainly done well

Councilmember Alberts stated IfI can make myself clearIm not challenging the process

that we do for normal boards and commissions

Mayor Harper stated Letshave Mr Gottel finish he has the floorplease Point ofOrder

Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Gottel stated Thats really all that Ihave to sey is that you know

Councilmember Alberts stated Iapologize

Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Gotlel replied No its okay

Mayor Harper stated Mr Alberts again

CouncilmemberAlberts stated Im notchallenging the way we normally do boards and

commissions Im not doing that What Im saying is when its something as vitally important
as our Constitution that the fullrepresentative government of which Im one ofthem is

guaranteed representation on that Commission

Mayor Harper replied And you ll be given that opportunity asamember ofthis Council to

nominate and vote for individuals

Councilmember Alberts steted Iwould ask anybody

Mayor Harper stated Lets proceed

Councilmember Alberts stated Mayor

Mayor Harper stated I think we ve had enough conversation unless Mr Gorfida tells us we

can 1proceed I think aPointof Order is necessary for us to move on Mr Gorfida may we

proceed

Mr Gorfida stated The Council needs to make a decision on how they want to appoint the

members ofthe Charter Review Commission

Mayor Harper stated Does that require a motion

Mr Gorfida replied You may just have a discCission as to whatmethod it is thatyou would

like to use to appoint

Mayor Harper stated Is thatnot what weve had

Mr Gorfida replied Ifyou want to take it 1 don1 know ifit wasa discussion
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Councllmember Alberts stated Idlike to continue thatdiscussion Mayor

Mayor Harper stated Point ofOrder please Mayor Pro Tern are you in favor ofthe two 2
nominationsper

Mayor Pro Tern Rushing replied Yes

Councilmember Alberts stated Mayor Point of Order before you poll the Council ifImay

make astatement IfIcouldask

Mayor Harper stated Mr Alberts youve dominated this conversation Weve been

extremely fairwith you would you please let mego through andpoll each Councilmember

Councilmember Alberts stated Mr Mayor ifit wasn for me we wouldn evenbe having
this conversation

Mayor Harper stated There will be aPoint of OrderthatI will make pleese Ipreside atthis

particular meeting Im going to go through each individual

Councilmember Albertsstated Iunderstand Mayor

Mayor Harper replied Thank you very much Mayor Pro Tem

Mayor Pro Tern Rushing stated Yes Mayor I

Councilmember Albertssteted Mr Mayor Point of Order Iwould ask thatbefore you poll
the Council in a voting method that you allow me to make discussion

Mayor Harper stated Mr Alberts

Councilmember Alberts continued Under Roberts Rules

Mayor Harper stated Youhave dominated the discussion of this issue We know exactly
where you stand There s no need for us to be going overthe same information Do you

have new information

Councilmember Alberts replied Ido Ihave aquestion ofthe Council

Mayor Harper stated Give us new information

CouncilmemberAlberts stated Iwould askthe Council to tell me whatthe disadvantage is

ofa fullrepresentative appointment

Mayor Harper stated We re seeking aquestion about the nomination process

Councilmember Alberts replied And I want to know what the disadvantages ofdoing it my

way J mean the historical way

Mayor Harper stated Ireally believe that all you re doing is wasting our time with this kind

oi

Councilmember Alberts stated Im sorry Mayor Ill pass
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whatyou wantto hear from each Counciiperson what they thinkis the disadvantage

Councllmember Alberts stated Ijust asked Mayor Thafs all 1be quiet IdonY wantto

waste anybodys time

Mayor Harper replied Well I thinkyou are at least in my opinion Mr Magglotto what

disadvantage doyou see in using the process thatyourMayor has recommended

Councilmember Maggiotto stated Mayor Isee no disadvantage to eitherprocess I would

agree with the City Attorney as a consensus for the City Council whetherit be amotion or

discussion we currently select all boards andcommissions in a totel vote ifyou will for

each place There is no delineation with each member ofthe Council selecting a person for

a parllcular position In fact in 2006 tha Council removed that delineation forthe Youth

Advisory Commission such that all boards and commissions are voted on by the body ofthe

Council So as amatter ofconsistency I wouldjust assume to proceed in thatmanner

Mayor Harper stated Thank you Mr Alberts Ill skip you for the moment Mr Mays

Councilmember Mays stated Ibelieve that we shouldjust continue whatwe ve been doing
with voting asagroup ofbody on the boards and commissions

Mayor Harper replied Thank you sir Mr Gottel

DeputY Mayor Pro Tern Gottel stated Iheard the comments that Isaid before and I also

agree with Mr Maggiotto comments as well

Mayor Harper stated Mayor Pro Tern

Mayor Pro Tem Rushing stated As Iwas saying earlier you have achance to vote on each

member You have a chance of seven 7 times Ienjoy being given that option andnot

only having the right to select the one 1 person so Iagree with the entire Council

Mayor Harper stated Back to my original statement Mr Alberts doyou have anyihing you
wish to say

Councilmember Alberts replied No Mayor I justyou what ifeveryone has a

representative on the CharterReview Committee which is not like any other standing
committee then IcanY see the resistance to doing it how its historically been done Ijust
donY understand it Mayor I really donY Iwould be in support ofthe Mayor appointing two

2 people since Mr Alsup is not present this evening Icould certainly support that

Mayor Harper stated Iappreciate that but I really do wantthis body to make the

appointments Back to my original recommendation it is my opinion that the lasttime we

appointed individuals to boerds and commissions it wasnY the most efficient process that

we followed because we were making muitlple nominations andthere wasa good deal of

confusion about who we were actually voting on What Iwould propose to the Council is

that we consider each place on the Charter Review Commission one by one andwe limit

the nominations to two 2 so that through the process there couldbe fourteen 14

individuals nominated for the CharterReview Commission Iwill be certain thateach ofyou
is given an opportunity to make a nomination Ifthat is accepteble to everyone silence is

consent That being the case Iwill call for nomination for the Chairofthe Charter Review

Commission
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Chairposition
JeffSheldon wasappointed by acclamation as the Chairof the Commission

ScottAiritam wasappointed byacciamation asamember ofthe Commission

Nominations weremade for thesecond memberposition
William Barber received 5 votes David Bryan received 1 vote

Nominations weremade forthe thirdmemberposition
Donna Davis received 5votes David Bryan received 1 vote

Nominations weremade for the fourth memberposition
David Bryan received 1vote Brent Hutson received 5 votes

Bobby Wright wasappointed by acclamation as a member ofthe Commission

Nominations weremade for the sixth memberposition
David Bryan received 1vote Roger Tomberlin received 5 votes

The members of the Commission are

Jeff Sheldon Chair
Scott Airitam
William Barber
Donna Davis
BrentHutson

Bobby Wright
Roger Tomberlin

Mayor Harper stated My congratulations to each ofthose particularly to you Mr Sheldon

know that we have had some conversation about organization so we have a very limited

amount of time because we do want to put this on the November ballot When we start

looking atthe timelines that we have for doing that you basicallywill have somewhere

between four 4 andfour and onehalf 4 y months to complete your work So theres a lot

to be done and we thank you so much asacitizen volunteer doing this This is avery very

important task before you and the six 6 individuals that wereappointed this evening to the

Charter Review Commission

Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Gottel stated Point ofOrder

Mayor Harper replied Yes

Deputy Mayor Pro Tern Gottel stated Just for clarification purposes IdonY know ifitmakes

adifference it really doesnY at the
end
in terms ofthe end result but Id actually hada

conversation with David Bryan at just ageneral public function and hed indicated at some

point in the future they re probably going to be moving

Mayor Harper replied Is that right

Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Gottel stated Yes sir And so IdonY know how that1 mean it

certainly doesn Y affect our vote tonight but thatwas the conversation
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Mayor Harper stated Wereyou aware ofthat Mr Alberts

Councilmember Alberts replied Yes sir Im aware ofthat In the coming years they may

move to Ft Worth That was our conversation and Iasked him tobe my representative on

the Charter Commitlee and he agreed to do so

Mayor Harperstated Thank you both for that information

100 Consider appointments to all of the various boards and commissions as listed by
Resolution No 10 19041 Resolution No RES 13806 and Ordinance No ORD

027 07

Mayor read Item into the record

Mayor Harper stated Ms Quinn you d be helping us ifyou could tell us exactiy which ones

webe voting on

Ms Quinn replied For ourArts and Humanities we have three 3 alternate member but we

only have one 1 application For Board ofAdjustment we have one 1 regular member

and several applications Ubrary Advisory one 1 regular member open andthen seven 7

for the Youth Advisory but no applications

Mayor Harper stated With thatbeing the case why don1 we begin with the Arts and

Humanities Commission there are three 3 alternate positions Ibelieve Iheardyou say

Arts andHumanities Commission

Three 3 alternate memberpositions are available to be filled for the Arts and Humanities

Commission

Sally Kilgore was appointed by acclamation as an Alternate member

Board ofAdjustment

One 1 Reguiar memberposition is available to be filled for the Board ofAdjustment

Joe Charles wasappointed by acclamation asaRegular member

One 1 Alternate memberposition is available to be filled for the Board ofAdjustment since

Mr Charles was moved from an Alternate member to a Regular member

William Vehon Jr was appointed by acclamation as an Altemate member

Library AdvisoryBoard

One 1 Reguiar member position is available to be filled for the Library Advisory Board

Ginny Thomas was appointed by acclamation asa Regular member

One 1 Alternate member position is available to be filled for the Ubrary Advisory Board

since Ms Thomas wasmoved from an Alternate member to a Regular member
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No applications were received for appointment to the Ubrary Advisory Board so the

Alternate memberposition will remain vacant

TAKE ANY NECESSARY OR APPROPRIATE ACTION ON CLOSEDIEXECUTIVE
SESSION MATTERS

No actions were taken during the Executive Session

11 ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Pro Tern Rushing stated have just aquick announcement We do have a poster
contest for the children ofthe City grade K 6th grade that will be for them to depict their

impression ofSevere Weather Awareness Week This wasaposter contest that thisis the

second annual year it is co sponsored by the CitysEmergency Management department
the CERT organization and the ArlIsts Round Texas group The young people will start to

see these applications in theirschool tomorrow as well as here at City Hall the Ubrary the

Community Centre andthe Chamber of Commene And Iwould encourage people to have

theirchildren draw posters so that they can be judged andwe ll give the awards here atthe

meeting on March 4 2008

Mayor Harper adjourned the meeting at 9 41 p m

c4
Susie Quinn City S retary
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