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City of Rowlett

Meeting Minutes

City Council

4000 Main Street
P O Box 99

Rowlett TX 75030 0099

www rowlett com

City of Rowlett City Council meetings are available to all persons regardless ofdisability If

you require special assistance please contact the City Secretary at 972412 6109 or write PO

Box99 Rowlett Texas 75030 0099 at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting

Tuesday January 20 2009 5 30 PM Municipal Building 4000 Main Street

As authorized by Section 551 0710f the Texas Government Code this meeting may be convened

into closed Executive Session for the purpose of seeking confidential legal advice from the City
Attorney on any agenda item herein

The City of Rowlett reserves the right to reconvene recessor realign the Regular Session or called

Executive Session or order of business at any time prior to adjournment

1 CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Harper called the meeting to order at 5 30p m

Present Mayor Harper Mayor Pro Tem Gottel Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Maggiotto
Councilmember Phillips Council member Rushing Councilmember Jackson and

Council member Kilgore

CONVENE INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION

Convened into Executive Session at 5 30p m

2 EXECUTIVE SESSION

2 A The City Council shall convene into executive session pursuant to the TEXAS

LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE 9551 074 a 1 Personnel regarding duties and
functions of the City Manager 30 minutes

2 B The City Council shall convene into executive session pursuant to the TEXAS

GOVERNMENT CODE 9551 071 and 9551 087 to seek legal advice and to

deliberate on economic development incentives and financial prospects for property
located at or around Pecan Grove Park 30 minutes

RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION

Reconvened into open session at 6 35 p m

3 WORK SESSION ITEMS 6 30 P M

3 A Discussion about the smoking ordinance 20 minutes

Staff spoke concerning the differences between the proposed ordinance and the newly
passed ordinance in the City of Dallas
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A member ofCouncil stated the Citys ordinance shouldmirror the City ofDallas s ordinance

for uniformity purposes stated this is a public health issue

U
A different member of Council stated the City ofDallas found no long term orsignificant
economic impact from a smoking ban stated after meeting with several area business

owners they do notanticipate any exceptions to be shown

Another member of Council stated it is a business owners choice to allowordisallow

smoking it is not a city government s choice Stated favor for tightening restrictions stated
the customer will drive the market

Two members of Council stated they would support not having aban

Another member of Council stated the City should model its ordinance after the City of

Dallas s ordinance and will support it if written as such

This item will be considered on Tuesday February 3 2009

3 8 Discussion of the contract for operation of the Downtown Farmers Market 10

minutes

A member of Council stated the Farmers Market annual agreement renews automatically
each year Stated there has been an interest from an outside operator who would like to

bid to operate the Farmers Market

Council asked for the impact on the people that currently use the Farmers Market both to

market their wares and those who purchase items

Staff stated they would contact the Downtown Association for additionalinformation

Direction wasgiven to staff to rewrite the contract to protect the economic development
opportunities and to seek bids to enhance the revenue andthe property

3 C Discussion on the Downtown Event Series 10 minutes

Staff stated at the January 6 2009 meeting Council gave direction to look at combining the
Touch a Truck event with a Memorial Day celebration as well as look at the date for the
fourth of July celebration

Stated the Special Events Committee met on Thursday January 15th and there was great
interest from the Committee to have the Memorial Day celebration in conjunction with the
Touch a Truck event And there were conversations regarding the July 3rd and the July 4th
date

A member of Council stated seven 7 of the nine 9 voting committee members thought
that it would be good to combine the events and set a date for May 23 2009 In regards to

the July 4th celebration stated three 3 committee members were in favor ofmoving the

July 4th celebration to July 3rd one 1 member was in favorof having the celebration on n
June 27th and five 5 members in favor of keeping the celebration on July 4th U
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A majority of the Council recommended having the July 4th celebration on Friday July 3rd

Stated by having the celebration on July 3rd this would allow the dignitaries and vendors to

attend the event and lessen the competition from other cities

3 0 Discussion of the contract review and renewal options for the Rowlett Chapter
4440 of the Academy of Model Aeronautics 10 minutes

Staff gave a briefoverview ofthe flying club contract and the 90day trial period asked for

Councils direction as to issuing a renewal

A majority ofthe Council favored a one year contract with the Rowlett Chapter 4440 ofthe

Academy ofModel Aeronautics

4 DISCUSS REGULAR SESSION ITEMS

No items were removed from the Consent Agenda to be considered individually

CONVENE INTO THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 7 30 P M

Convened into regular session at 7 42 p m

5 INVOCATION

The invocation wasprovided by Reverend Katherine Lyle First United Methodist Church of

Rowlett

6 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Harper led the Pledge ofAllegiance

7 TEXAS PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Texas Pledge ofAllegiance was led by Mayor Harper

Councilmember Kilgore briefly gave the audience the history ofthe Texas Pledge ofthe

Allegiance

8 PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS

8 A Proclamation recognizing Eagle Scout Ryan Long

Mayor Harper read a proclamation into the record for Eagle Scout Ryan Long s

achievements

8 B Oath ofOffice for new City Manager Lynda K Humble

Mayor Harper stated Before Iadminister the Oath ofOffice to our new City Manager Lynda
Humble I would like to tellyou more about her And perhaps the most positive statement
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Ican make is that the Mayor and City Council unanimously selected Lynda from a strong

Ifield of sixty nine 69 highly qualified candidates from twenty three 23 different states

This is not an easygroup to please so she did extraordinarily welin that regard

Ms Humble has moved to Rowlett she moved in early January from the City of DeSoto

Although she has spent most of January getting her Rowlett home in order she
nevertheless has also found time to transition into her new position as the City CEO the
Chief Executive Officer Afterpacking althe boxes andthen unpacking al the boxes she
has set a very aggressive schedule for herself in order to quickly gain the necessary

perspective to be a high performing manager from the start Of course she will spend a lot
of time with the city directors learning about their operations their chalenges their plans for

the future as well as touring their facilities She also has set in motion forums to meet with

City employees so that she can introduce herself and hear directly the concerns ofthe

frontline workers in the City Ms Humble brings a decisive butyet inclusive decision

making style for the City Forums will allow her to offer the City employees insight into her

management style and vision oflocal government

Ms Humble has also been reaching out to the local community the Rowlett community
She has asked the City Council to identify Rowlett citizens and friends that she should
interview in order to gain community insight Now she has a list offifty 50 key individuals
to meet in the next sixty 60 days Her record is clear though she is passionate about

meeting the needs of citizens Lynda Humble was the Directorof Economic Development
for the City ofCedar Hill and then served as Business Development Manager for the City of
Garland In 1995 she was recruited to become the Managing Director ofAdministrative
Services in the City of DeSoto In 2002 she waspromoted to Assistant City Manager
She had direct operational oversight over the Police the Fire andEMS Emergency
Management Human Resources Library Parks andRecreation Code Enforcement
Information Technology Environmental Health Facility Maintenance Citizen Action Center

IAnimal Control Franchises and Litigation Iknow her City Manager and Im beginning to

wonder what was he doing all the time In 2006 the City of DeSoto wasnamed one 1 of

only ten 10 AIJ America Cities across the nation This breath ofexperience has prepared
her well to move up to the City Manager position Interestingly the City ofRowlett sought
assistance from the City of DeSoto to establish its Citizen Action Center modeled after the
DeSoto center and in addition Rowlett is competing for the 2008 award ofAll America City
Ms Humble has an undergraduate degree in Accounting anda Master ofBusiness
Administration She s a graduate of the Economic Development Institute at the University
of Oklahoma and a Certified Public Manager

And as Isaid earlier Rowlett is fortunate not only fortunate to have Lynda Humble as its
new leader but the City is also very grateful to Interim City Manager George Harris who has
served since June 2008 As I like to say George is the go to guy in the City ofRowlett
He seems to know everyone andeverything He wilreturn to the Chief ofthe Fire

Department in February andso George we thank you Thank you very much

Mayor Harper ceremoniously administered the Oath of Office to City Manager Lynda K

Humble

At this time Mayor Harper placed Ms Humble s nameplate at the dais

Lynda Humble City Manager stated I really appreciate all ofyou attending this evening to
watch me be sworn in as well as to hear the Mayors State of the City comments Its a

real honor and a real privilege to be here in Rowlett When I wasapproached on October
24th which seems like foreverbut yet its really not any time at all I wasvery impressed
with the City ofRowlett the growth opportunities and as you all are aware my sisterand

Iher husband have lived in Rowlett for many years so Ihave a very good impression of
Rowlett and to a great extent I feel like Im coming home Istarted in Texas in Garland
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9

interestingly enough Ilived at the footofthe Garland bridge or the Dallas bridge across

Lake Ray Hubbard in Garland so its taken me about fourteen 14 years to make a mile and

one half 1 Y2 circle so I feel like Ive come home Iam looking forward to this journey I

see public service as a calling it is a real privilege andnothing excites me more than to visit

with citizens work with staff and work with the Council to make the vision ofthis community
come alive I look forward to meeting all ofyou personally in the future and working with

you and thank you for allowing me to become a part ofyourcity Thank you very much

CITIZENS INPUT

1 Kay Hampshire 3318 Maple Lane unsolicited newspaper delivery
2 Colleen Elledge 6317 Joel Court smoking ban

3 Eric Gigon 3910 Southridge Drive smoking ban

4 Walt Parker 9618 Waterview Parkway smoking ban

10 CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Harper explained the procedure regarding the Consent Agenda and the rights of each

Councilmember and each citizen to have any consent agenda item removed to be

considered individually

10 A

10 B

10 C

10 D

Noitems were removed from the Consent Agenda to be considered individually

City Secretary read items into the record

Consider approving minutes from the January 6 2009 Regular Council Meeting

This Matter was approved on the Consent Agenda

Consider an ordinance adopting and enacting Supplement Number 6 Volume I and

Volume II dated July 15 2008 to the Code of Ordinances

This Matter was approved as ORD 001 09 on the Consent Agenda

Consider a resolution approving an agreement with Kasner Associates to review

the City of Rowlett s sales tax remittances to ensure proper application of local tax

situs for an estimated amount of fifty thousand dollars 50 000

This Matter was approved as RES 008 09 on the Consent Agenda

Consider a resolution adopting the Dallas County Local Mitigation Strategy

This Matter was approved as RES 009 09 on the Consent Agenda
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Passed The Consent Agenda I
A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tern Gottel seconded by Councilmember Phillips
including all the preceding items marked as having been adopted on the Consent

Agenda The motion carried by the following vote

Ayes 7 Mayor Harper Mayor Pro Tern Gottel Deputy Mayor Pro Tern Maggiotto
Council member Phillips Councilmember Rushing Councilmember Jackson
and Councilmember Kilgore

11 ITEMS FOR INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION

11 A State of the City Address by Mayor John E Harper

Mayor Harper stated Thank you Ladies and Gentlemen Thank you for coming this

evening

The Rowlett City Charter requires the Mayor to annually deliver and report an annual state ot
the City report I will do that tonight In short the State of the City is good Considering
the state of the economy in our Nation and the State of Texas and locally the State ofthe

City is especially good But there are storm clouds on the horizon There are many
challenges to forecasting those storm clouds and there will be many challenges to dealing
with the issues that they will bring But before I go into greater detail about that let me first
thank the people who are responsible for our great City being in such a good state

IYou have elected me and six councilmembers to representyou We work together as a

team to identify opportunities as well as threats to our City Your Mayor and Council rely
upon the City Manager the Executive Team the Municipal Court officials and all City Staff
Also assisting the Council is the City Attomey and City Secretary Often overlooked is the
enormous and valuable contribution made by citizen volunteers on boards and commissions
and in supporting civic clubs and organizations A unique organization is pray Rowlett a

group ofpastors organized by The River Church Pastor Kason Huddleston to pray for our

City and its leaders

Pastorsyourprayers for us have been heard Without the supportof the City Council the

Mayor cannot accomplish anything Without the efforts ofthe City Staff the Mayor and

Council cannot accomplish anything Without the Citizens support none ofus can be
effective for long So thank you thank you each and every one ofyou Thank you for

yourdedication yourcommitment your service andyour caring

Earlier this evening I introducedyou to the new City Manager Lynda Humble Today is her
first official day on the job Actually she has been working hard for the lastsix weeks as

she transitioned from the Assistant City Managerofthe City ofDeSoto to CityManager of
Rowlett Her credentials are impressive and her work experience is broad and full ofmajor
accomplishments We are fortunate to have Lynda at the helm At the end ofmy talk we

will have a reception for Lynda in the lobby Ihope thatyou ll join us andtake the

opportunity to meet her personally I amso pleased to have Lynda here in Rowlett and I
know you will be too

The City ofRowlett enjoys the friendship and support of many others as well Because the

ICity is in both Dallas County and in Rockwall County we are representedby multiple
legislators Congressman Sam Johnson Congressman Ralph Hall and Congressman Jeb

Hensarling along with our Texas Senators Kay Bailey Hutchison andJohn Comyn are
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protecting us in Washington yes protecting us State Senator Bob Deuell State

Representative Joe Driver and State Representative Jody Laubenberg are in Austin looking
out for us Dallas County Judge Jim Fosterand Dallas County Commissioner Mike Cantrell

provide us with assistance and funding for many important road projects and important
criminal justice efforts Rowlett is represented in the Rockwall County Commissioners

Court by CommissionerJerry Wimpee and CommissionerLorie Grinnan These legislators
give freely of their time andtheir treasure for Rowlett I am grateful to all ofthem Each of

them is there for us when we ask for help

I also want to acknowledge the remarkable cooperation andcollaboration with Sachse

Mayor Mike Felix who Ibelieve is in the audience and Rockwall Mayor Bill Cecil Although
we often find ourselves engaged in friendly competition we all recognize the regional benefit

that occurs when one of us is successful Dallas Mayor Tom Leppert and Dallas City
Council members have also have been very helpful to the City ofRowlett In fact Iam very

impressed by the support and assistance provided by the Metroplex Mayors andby the

Rockwall County Mayors to one another This is a major reason why we are doing so well

in North Texas Likewise Iappreciate the Garland and Rockwall Independent School

Districts andthe Chambers of Commerce for all that they do We are all working together
for you

Ihave good news to report this evening about our economic development efforts andIll give
those details later Ialso want to thank first the Board Members and Executives ofthe

North Texas Tollway Authority NTTA the Dallas Area Rapid Transit DART Authority and

the Regional Transportation Council RTC for the funding and guidance and support they
have provided the City of Rowlett for the transportation projects which are such important
economic engines to our City

Lastly I want to thank my wife Debra she s in the front row and my Grandson James who

is also not feeling well tonight but in the front row a fine young man They ve seen very
little of me during the past year also wantto thank the spouses and family ofthe City
Council members who have done the same The City Council is obligated to meet twice a

month Every month we meet much more often than thatand often meet every week

Many many thanks to everyone for caring so much and working so hard Iknow we do this
out oflove for our City

do want to recognize a few people who are actually present As Icalled out Mayor Mike

Felix I didntsee if he waspresent or not he wasplanning to be here Commissioner Lorie

Grinnan Lorie would you mind standing and just be recognized Commission Grinnan

represents the City ofRowlett Not many people realize but of our 56 000 residents about
8 000 residents live in Rockwall County andare represented by Commission Grinnan She

does look out for us and its ajoy to work with her We ve been given a lot already and

were looking forward to receiving even more attention from Rockwall County Ialso am

looking for Allen Bames Allen are you present He s the City Manager for the City of

Sachse Constable Michael and Susan Gothard thank you for coming tonight very very
much Gabriella Pate are you here Gabriella is from Congressman Johnson s office

And Margaret Smith are you present Margaret thank you for coming She s from

Congressman Jeb Hensarling s office I really appreciate you so much and Iunderstand
that Congressman Hensarling has presented a congratulatory to our City Manager Lynda
Humble Thank you so much And ifIve left anyone out forgive me Ido want to

recognize Mary Bell and MaryAlice from the Rowlett ChamberofCommerce And we do
have quite a few Boardand Commission members One volunteer ofwhich I particularly
want to recognize and that is our Chaplin Steve Leatherwood Brother Steve where are

you at There you are sir thank you for all thatyou do We appreciate you very very
much Iknow Ive left some names out please forgive me Nevertheless everyone you
are so so much appreciated This City couldnot be where we are without all ofthe help
see Ken Middaugh sitting over there ve got to recognize Ken Ken is the model of
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volunteering in our City Iappreciate you Ken thank you so very much for all that you ve

Idone on the SeniorAdvisory Board

Let me move ahead A yearago Ipresented what I thought were the strengths the
weaknesses the opportunities andthreats affecting the City Ihope you will take an

opportunity to review what wassaid by me lastyearand hold me to it It set the foundation
for my term as yourMayor What Isaid a yearago in the first State of the CityAddress is still

applicable today To address the stated strengths and weaknesses facing the City the
focus ofthe Mayor and City Council wason three major efforts during 2008

1 improved communications with Rowlett citizens
2 strategic financial management
3 intensified economic development

Today the citizens ofRowlett are enjoying a transparency in city government that did not
exist before We implemented a Citizen Action Center so that concerns orinquiries about

city services could be presented at any time 24 hours a day 7 days a week to city
departments The transparency is accompanied by proper accountability Each inquiry or

concern is tracked to assure a timely andproper response We implemented the monthly
news show Rowlett on the Lake on the Move on Rowlett Television Network RTN
cable channel 16 and also on the internet to provide detailed information directly from the

Mayor and City Manager about projects and activities of importance to Rowlett citizens
friends and neighbors Iwrite a monthly column for the Dallas Morning News featuring our

great City This month Ibegin a column in the Rockwall County Enterprise Success
answering readers questions about the City During the past year City Staff upgraded the

City website Rowlett com to provide easy access to all manners ofinformation including the
On Demand video streaming of City Council meetings bi weekly updates ofthe major
capital projects in the City and updated schedule of events in the City And there is more Iwe couldcite We are all here to serve you the citizens ofRowlett

Perhaps the greatest change made in city operations during the past year was in managing
ofyour money the tax dollars and fees for services you provide the City Your Mayor and
Council are committed to a very conservative but strategic form offinancial management
We did not increase taxes during 2008 We did not increase utility fees during 2008 butfor
a 1 50 monthly Drainage Fee while every one of our utility providers North Texas

Municipal WaterDistrict City of Garland Sewer Services IESI Waste Management Oncor
and Atmos all raised their fees to Rowlett consumers On the expenditure side yourMayor
and Council required our funds reserves to be replenished to a level that would allowthe
City to manage emergencies without having to borrow money Strategically we looked
ahead to the gathering economic storm clouds and reallocated funds from the operating
budget to the capital budget for improving neighborhood streets roads andalleys We
paid off debt rather than borrow in 2008 The City Manager and his Executive Team

especially Finance Director Brian Funderburk did a remarkable job ofholding down

spending andstill providing critical city services Our very good financialposition today is
due to the extraordinary andsuccessful efforts of each City employee Again my thanks to
all ofyou

Last year we adopted a new concept for budgeting called Budgeting for Outcomes This
new method caused planners and managers to essentially start with a zero based budget
and associate all expenditures new and old with an outcome that is centered on the citizen
Expenditures which did not fit the mission and vision ofthe City were not included in the final
budget proposal The City Manager held numerous community meetings to explain
Budgeting for Outcomes before he submitted a budget proposal The City Council held
budget hearings to assure fullparticipation in the budget preparation The result Ibelieve

Iis an operating budget and a capital budget that is centered on the citizen and is fair and
equitable to all and not to any special interests orany individual department As we
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continue this new budgeting process we will learn together and talk together and will only
improve the strategic financial management ofthe City

With the arrival lastyear ofBen White Director ofEconomic Development the pace

quickened OurEconomic Development team is in the back Diane Hayes and Ben White

Iappreciate you both very very much The pace quickened The City of Rowlett must

grow if it is able to provide amenities to its citizens beyond basic services And it must

grow its commercial tax base to achieve this This past year Ben and others have made

presentation after presentation to prospective businesses to either relocate orexpand in

Rowlett bringing property taxes sales taxes andjobs During 2008 18 businesses

expanded by adding on or relocating to a new building within Rowlett Some of those

businesses are Wing Aero Tatiano s Restaurant First Step Chiropractic Curves andAvon

New businesses added 130 839 square feet to the commercial tax base valued at

12 530 540 Those new businesses added 535 new jobs in Rowlett including at Rowlett

Regional Cancer Center KDS Property Services Andrew s Office Building National Tire

Battery and Goodyear Also Ross Dress for Less PetSmart Dollar Tree Sears

Appliance Rack Room Shoes Mattress Giant Great Clips Signature Nails Spa and

Palm Beach Tan Some new places to eat include Jason s Deli Which Wich Sandwich

Shop and Wing Stop along with the expanded Tatiano s and the new McAlisters Deli And

there is more to come in 2009 andbeyond

These businesses are relocating and expanding in Rowlett because they like what they see

They know thatRowlett is a great place to raise a family operate a business and to simply
enjoy life We are a dynamic community with great demographics The city residents are

young by comparison to othercities the residents are welleducated andthe citizens earn

more income than in othercities Businesses know this and are attracted by these

demographics The businesses also want to know that the City leaders will keep the City
positioned for success The businesses want to know that the residents take pride in their

city The businesses will ask not only about the leadership and management ofthe city
they will ask How are the neighborhoods Are they well maintained Are there special
events in the City to celebrate andpromote its culture Do citizens volunteer and

participate in civic events Iamproud to be able to answer yes to all ofthese questions to

the businessmen and women that I meet

A good example ofRowlett civic pride is the Comprehensive Code Enforcement Program
implemented in 2008 The entire City wassurveyed for code compliance with five specific
categories high grass orweeds trash or debris including stagnant water junk motor

vehicles outside storage of materials and severely damaged fences More than 90

voluntary compliance was made to correct more than 6 000 noted discrepancies and done in

short order The remainder were issued citations and corrections were completed While

there remains much to do to improve the appearance ofour City this is a good beginning
And thanks to everyone for their cooperation Our entire City is benefitting from these

efforts

Some ofthe special events which were held in Rowlett in 2008 include the Annual Easter

Egg Hunt Public Safety Expo the 4th ofJuly Festival ofFreedom Veteran s Day
Ceremony and the Holiday Parade Other annual events were the Animal Adopt a thon

Bike Rodeo and Citizen s Police Academy The WetZone in its 8th yearof operation also

held several special events

During 2008 almost9 000 Rowlett residents visited the public library and experienced a

variety ofofferings including the Summer Reading Program story times haunted mansions

book clubs and even an afternoon tea

The City has been investing its Capital Budget funds in an expeditious but wise manner

Too little investment causes the City to fall behind in its
infrastructure

too much investment

can overwhelm the City Staff ability to properly manage and oversee the complexprojects
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This past yearabout 25 million was invested in neighborhood revitalization thoroughfare

Iimprovements water andsewer projects andcitywide streets roads andalleys

Kenwood Heights is one of our oldest neighborhoods The first phase ofthe major project
to revitalize that neighborhood was to be completed in 2008 but has slipped to early 2009
due to weatherdelays The secondphase ofthe Kenwood Heights revitalization will follow

immediately When completed the City will have provided paving reconstruction of roads

andalleys water line installation sewer line installation and storm drain improvements to

the Kenwood Heights neighbors Millions ofdollars were expended and invested in

Kenwood Heights

Another neighborhood undergoing revitalization is Point Royal Estates This project was

completed in December andprovided a replacement ofthe existing septic sewersystem
waterline replacement andreconstruction ofconcrete roads We are going to celebrate the

project completion in just a few weeks

Afterwhatseemed to be an interminable time Phase IofRowlett Road reconstruction was

completed from Highway 66 to Main Street MillerRoad Reconstruction seemed to

compete with Rowlett Road to see which project would take the longest to complete The
reconstruction of MillerRoad from Rowlett Road and Rowlett Creek including the
intersection at Rowlett Road is now substantially complete with just the contractor punch list
to still be done And while these two road projects were being done many more miles of
new asphalt overlay concrete road repairs and alley reconstruction wascompleted within
the City

I think the most visible and the most significant investment in our City lastyear is the start of
the Eastern Extension ofthe President George Bush Turnpike PGBT The Eastern

IExtension is a portion of the Outer Loop around Dallas andits suburbs PGBT was first
envisioned in the 1960 s When completed in 2011 the Eastern Extension will be 9 9 miles
ofsix lane tollroad and service roads from the Firewheel Shopping Center at Highway 78

through the center of Rowlett south to IH 30 just to the west ofthe Bass Pro store The
Extension will be built in five segments Section 28 Firewheel Shopping Center to Miles
Road area that contract wasawarded in September Section 29 Miles Road area to north
offuture Merritt Road thatconstruction contract awarded in October Section 29 Miles
Road area to north of future Merritt Road construction contract awardedin October
Section 30 Merritt Road to south ofMain Street in Rowlett the Groundbreaking was in

August and construction contract awarded in July Section 31 Main Street to the north bank
ofLake Ray Hubbard that wasawarded in November Section 32 which is a new bridge
over Lake Ray Hubbard to IH 30 will be constructed by the Texas Department of

Transportation TxDOT and contractors working for the NTTA construction contract was

let in August Clearing of the right of way is near completion Ifyou have notseen the
clearedarea you should take the time Itis awesome to both see the progress and to
understand the enormity ofthis project You can always get the lateststatus ofthis project
by going to the City website Rowlett com

On this map you will notice a dotted red line This is the InterconnectorRoad Once the
Turnpike is completed this road willbe needed to reconnect Liberty Grove and Merritt Road
and provide greater access to the North Shore Commercial District The project will cost

approximately 33million The current agreement calls for 20 ofthat cost to be paid by
the City ofRowlett The Regional Transportation Council RTC willprovide about 26

million In 2008 about 12 million wasset aside by the Regional Transportation Council for
Rowlett The remaining 14 million will be provided once the project is ready to be bid in
mid year Just recently the City received permission to proceedwith the design of the
InterconnectorRoad using RTC funds This is important so that the City can minimize the

Idisruption of traffic using Merritt Road and Liberty Grove especially for those in the northern
sector ofthe City A formal agreement with the RTC will be discussed at an upcoming City
Council meeting We hope to negotiate 100 funding by RTC We re always optimistic
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Coincident with the clearing ofthe right of way for the Turnpike is the relocation ofthe Coyle
House and four other historically significant buildings atthe corner of Kirby andMain to

Pecan Grove Park by the Rowlett Community Centre Isee Mr and Mrs Schrade in the

audience That wasa great day yesterday particularly for you Lorene Icould tell It was

wonderful to see the happiness in youreyes and on your face as that house wasbeing
moved These buildings were moved yesterday andwill be placed on new foundations

The City agreed to renovate the Coyle House and the other buildings to maintain the

historical appearance andsetting of this home that dates back to 1918 YourMayor and

Council have been discussing the use ofthe Coyle House as a living museum I hope it will

become the home ofthe Rowlett Historical Association where they can display theirRowlett

artifacts in a genuine secure and attractive setting for visitors to enjoy

Public Safety officials in Rowlett continued to excel in theirprotection ofus in 2008 There

were no murders in Rowlett for the second consecutive year There were no fires reported
in any commercial or industrial business for the third year in a row You can see the

real time crime mapping in Rowlett at wwwcrimereports com Today when you call 911 in

Rowlett there is a revised callprioritization so that Priority 1 calls are responded to more

quickly The Police Department now has a Special Weapons and Tactics SWAT vehicle

thanks to a HomelandSecurity Grant Our firefighters can be seen on Lake Ray Hubbard

operating Marine One for the City of Dallas OurRowlett police officers and firefighters
proudly serve andprotect We certainly appreciate them and all of our city employees

Transformational change is underway in our great City Now what about 2009 and

beyond

The City of Rowlett is unfortunately not immune from the economic downturn that is affecting
the nation However we are betterprepared than many to manage during the economic
downturn

One ofthe Guiding Principles that the Mayor and City Council established for the City
Manager to follow while preparing the budget proposal was to be very conservative in

projecting revenues Finance Director Funderburk forecasted a decline ofabout 4 5 for

sales taxes for the year Now that we have seen the actual figures through November it

appears that the annual decline might be greater than that by at least 200 000 andperhaps
as much as 500 000 The bulk ofproperty taxes are collected in December andJanuary
So by the end of February not that far away we will have a clear trend for the whole year
for both sales andproperty taxes and can adjust if necessary Another Guiding Principle is
that there would not be any deficit spending this fiscal year A reduction in revenues would
mean a reduction in expenditures We are prepared to handle the anticipated downtum or

even worse In the meantime City Manager Lynda Humble willbe reviewing the operating
budget and capital budget to determine ifothersavings can be found In addition an

external audit of the sales tax collections will be done in the next weeks to assure full
collection ofall sales taxes due to the City ofRowlett We will continue to closely monitor
the economy local housing and our financialposition but itappears that all of2009 will be

very difficult

In spite ofthe lagging economy the City of Rowlett will celebrate many significant events in
2009

Later this month the DART Board will award the design build contract for the Blue Line Light
Rail Extension to Rowlett The Blue Line now terminates in the City ofGarland After 24

years of membership in DART Rowlett is finally being served Last yearat this time we

could not say that Construction ofa 4 5 mile double track line will begin in 2009 Already
the rights of way for the new track are being purchased And perhaps some ofyou have

noticed all ofthe rail that is stored overby Main Street Ifyou haven t seen that stack of rail

please go take a lookat it It shows you just how serious DART is about extending this line
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to the City ofRowlett When construction is completed in 2012 riders will be able to board

Iin Rowlett andtravel to Downtown Dallas or to either ofthe airports Notonly will this
eliminate traffic congestion on the roads but also itwill reduce the amount ofpolluted air
from those vehicles as well as save time for our commuters The City is also pursuing
othertransit oriented projects that willmake Rowlett a destination for others so that they
will travel here for theirshopping andentertainment andeducation A groundbreaking
ceremony for the Blue Line Extension is being planned for late February By the way you
may have read or heard thatDART is requesting funds from the federal government for the
Blue Line extension to Rowlett Ihave been personally assured by the DART CEO Gary
Thomas that the request does notaffect the schedule or the present funding for Rowlett
The request is simply due to this project being eligible for federal funds

The extension ofthe George Bush Turnpike and the extension of the DART Blue Line will

bring about development ofabout 1 000 acres in the North Shore Commercial District and
about 100 acres in the Downtown Main Street district Both ofthese mass transit projects
will also spurdevelopment of approximately 300 acres ofland on and near the lakeshore as

well as existing andnew business along Highway 66 A consulting economist that the City
employed has projected an economic impact ofmore than 19 billion dollars over the next
20years from the two major mass transit projects That economic impact will benefit not
only the City of Rowlett but also the Garland Independent School District and Dallas County
due to the increased collections of taxes and fees

The City ofRowlett is expected to reach its peak population ofabout 75 000 residents in
2030 Iactually think the City willbecome larger than that Ourgrowth willdepend not

only on the economic development already mentioned but also on potential acquisition of
additional property and future decisions on housing standards in the undeveloped districts
and in any newly acquiredproperty Iwould like to see more growth because it would allow
the City to provide greater amenities to the Rowlett citizens We simply cannot afford some Iof those big city amenities at the size we are now

One area of land that the City has expressed interest in purchasing is the Elgin B Robertson
Park The Park is located at the southern end of Dalrock Road near Rowlett The Park
was acquired by the City ofDallas in 1966 as part ofthe Forney Reservoir development
now known as Lake Ray Hubbard

Although contiguous with the southern boundary of the City ofRowlett the 257acre Park is
owned andoperated by the City ofDallas However Dallas residents get little benefTt from
the park either through recreational use orrevenue generation IH 30 goes through the
centerofthe park dividing the park into a northern tract of 142 acres and a southern tract of
115 acres In 2005 the City ofRowlett offered to buy the entire Robertson Park from the
City ofDallas and the offer wasdeclined

The City ofRowlett recently made anotheroffer to the City of Dallas However this time the
offer is to purchase only the northern tract The primary motivation for Rowlett to purchase
thisproperty is to protect and maintain the high standards for development ofa major
entrance to our City and also to allow the City to grow its residential tax base by expanding
the Rowlett neighborhood that now borders the Park Both ofthese needs are essential to
our future economic development Rowlett s offer waspresented to the Dallas City Council
Economic Development Committee in September 2008 Dallas City Staff recommended
that Dallas enter into a cooperative development agreement with the City ofRowlett It was

recommended by the Dallas City Staff Dallas City Council members have expressed
interest in that cooperative agreement and are expected to begin an appraisal process next
month to determine the current value for both tracts The current value is critical to

reaching a final agreement Dallas City Staff and Rowlett City Staff are discussing the

Iproper method to use to arrive at a fair appraisal My belief is that a proper appraisal can

be completed and an agreement reached before mid year Although the City of Rowlett
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would purchase the northern tract it does not intend to hold itor develop it The City has

already contracted with a Development Partner Shawn Todd who would immediately
purchase the property from Rowlett andbegin developing it to Rowlett s standards

Some more quick annQuncements

Look for Aldis Food Market to finally be a presence in Rowlett in 2009 They will renovate

and occupy the old Brookshire s location

Lakeview Tower a four story office and retail building on Highway 66 close to the Expo
Center is going to be completed in 2009 Final review ofengineering plans is underway

We have commitments from at least two new restaurants to open in 2009 One will anchor

a new shopping area along Highway 66

Rockwall County Commissioners are considering Scenic Point Park for inclusion in the

Rockwall Conservation Visioning project Ifsuccessful funds would be provided to help
develop the Park for joint use by Rowlett and Rockwall citizens We willknow in 2009

Rowlett Road Phase 11 from MillerRoad south to the bridge will be done in 2009 Planning
for PhaseIof Rowlett Road andPhase IofMiller Road will be completed in 2009

Princeton Road reconstruction will be done in 2009

The Bond Committee has been hard at work for months now Theirrecommendations for a

bond election willbe done in Spring 2009 with a likely election held in November 2009 or if

necessary delayed until May 2010

And tonight Ihave a very important announcement

Iam very excited and pleased to announce anothermajor project that is being considered

with yet another Development Partner Lone Star Companies of Dallas LSC Group A

final agreement is pending feasibility studies that are now underway This mixed use

project will be located near Pecan Grove Park on 100 acres ofland in Rowlett with lake

frontage On this slide you can see the proximity ofthe Rowlett Community Centre and the

Wet Zone as well as the Rowlett High School Note how close the rail line comes to the

project The project as proposed will have approximately 4 440 000 square feet of

constructed improvements including 1 035 000 square feet ofretail and restaurant space
1 225 000 square feet ofoffice space and 1 495 000 square feet ofresidential space The

Project will also include 685 000 square feet for a 350 room hotelconvention center facility
A portion ofthe office space could be dedicated for govemmental ormunicipal use and even

perhaps an institution ofhigher education The Project will be pedestrian friendly andthe

combined value of the projected constructed improvements is approximately 350 500

million phased in over a five yearperiod If all goes well a formal agreement will besigned
and work will begin in 2009 Iam looking forward to providing you much more detail about

this exciting opportunity oncea detailed agreement is negotiated andcompleted

We also have more activity going on that will come to pass in 2009 But Im going to close

with an announcement instead by the progress made by our AIIAmerica City Award

Committee The AIIAmerica City award is sponsored by the NationalCivic League
Competition for the award is intense The application consists ofextensive narrative

describing the City s work to address its pressing challenges and plans for the future and a

specific description ofcollaborative community projects that have resulted in significant local

impact especially for the benefit of ourunderserved youth and children We have

volunteers working hard to meet the March 16 deadline for the application and we hope to

receive the award in JUne By the way as Isaid earlier Lynda Humble worked on the

award application for he City of DeSoto which they won
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Please consider volunteering for our City We needyourhelp You will make a real

Idifference and do yourcivic duty Last Friday the City recognized the volunteers who so

unselfishly serve on our boards and commissions andcommittees The City ofRowlett has
12 standing boards and commissions requiring at least 98 volunteers In addition to formal

boards andcommissions there are ad hoc committees formed by the Mayor In 2008 I

formed the Charter Review Commission chairedby Mr Jeffrey Sheldon who also received
honors as Volunteer ofthe Year Richard HuffExcellence in Community Service Award on

Friday Mr Sheldon would you mind standing up for just a moment Thank you sir In

2008 I formed the Charter Review Commission the Bond Election Committee the Special
Events Committee andthe All America Award Committee In addition there are civic

groups and civic organizations which also provide direct support to the City Some ofthose

groups are Keep Rowlett Beautiful the Downtown Business Association andFriends ofthe

Library And there are individual volunteers who serve in the Public Library the Animal

Shelter and in the Police Department The Rowlett Citizen Corps Council andits

sponsored groups Community Emergency Response Team CERT Fire Corps
Volunteers in Police Service and Neighborhood Watch Programs all ofthem provide direct

support to the City When you add up all the hours worked by all the volunteers the result
is stunning More than 7 500 hours were worked by volunteers The value ofthose hours
is more than 150 ODD I actually believe this is understated butthats what was reported
And even so that is a more than a 17 increase over2007 So the opportunities to serve

are varied the library the animalshelter the police department andmore You can help
shape the future of our city by giving your valuable time Please do contact the City
Managers Office ifyou are able to help us in that regard

Much ofwhat Isaid tonight I have also written about So please check the archives of the
Dallas Morning News where Ihave written a monthly column and also given the privilege of

writing some oped articles all about our great City Dont forget the archives at the City
website Rowlett com where you can see what wassaid in the monthly news show as well

Ias by the Council andStaff in each meeting held in 2008

I am so proud ofour City And Iam grateful to the City Staff and City Council And
Citizens thank you for your confidence in me Iam so proud to be yourMayor I am an

unabashed cheerleader for the City ofRowlett

And one last slide it willjust take a moment Is this not impressive Allroads lead to
Rowlett

Remember Rowlett on the Lake on the Move Come join us

I wantto close with my prayer A prayerfor our brave men and women in military service
fighting to protect our freedom God bless our great country God bless our great State
And God bless our great City

Thanks and good night everyone And Ihope to see you at the Town Hall meeting on

February 5

TAKE ANY NECESSARY OR APPROPRIATE ACTION ON CLOSED EXECUTIVE
SESSION MATTERS

No actions were taken following the Executive Session
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