
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

2. EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 
There are no agenda items. 

 
3. WORK SESSION (5:45 P.M.) * Times listed are approximate. 

 

3A. Discuss implementation of a Library RFID (Radio Frequency Identification) system. (20 minutes) 
 

3B. Discuss status of Community Development Block Grant funding for Plan Year 2015 and allocation 

of funding for Plan Year 2016 (October 1, 2016 - September 30, 2017). (40 minutes) 

 

3C. Discuss Martha Lane Water Tower Status. (10 minutes) 

 

3D. Discuss approving and ratifying an emergency construction contract with TRI-CON Services in 

the amount not to exceed $593,081.00 for the 36 inch gravity sanitary sewer line repair and 

replacement. (15 minutes) 

 

4. DISCUSS CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

 

CONVENE INTO THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS (7:30 P.M.)* 

 

 INVOCATION 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

  

 TEXAS PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Honor the Texas Flag; I pledge allegiance to thee, Texas, one state under God, one and indivisible. 

 

City Council 

City of Rowlett 

Meeting Agenda 

4000 Main Street 
Rowlett, TX 75088 
www.rowlett.com 

City of Rowlett City Council meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability.  If you 
require special assistance, please contact the City Secretary at 972-412-6115 or write 4000 Main 

Street, Rowlett, Texas, 75088, at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting. 
 
 

 

As authorized by Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code, this meeting may be 
convened into closed Executive Session for the purpose of seeking confidential legal advice from 
the City Attorney on any agenda item herein. 

The City of Rowlett reserves the right to reconvene, recess or realign the Regular Session or 

called Executive Session or order of business at any time prior to adjournment. 

 

Tuesday, May 3,  2016 
 

 

5:45 P.M. 
 

Municipal Building – 4000 Main Street 



5. PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 

 

5A. Presentation of proclamation to Purple Heart Recipient, PFC Francis James Cameron, Jr. 

 

5B. Presentation of proclamation recognizing the month of May, 2016 as National Motorcycle 
Awareness Month. 

 

5C. Presentation of proclamation recognizing the week of May 15-21, 2016, as National Police Week. 

 

5D. Presentation of proclamation recognizing the week of May 1-7, 2016, as Rowlett Detention 

Officers Week. 

 

5E. Update from the City Council and Management:  Financial Position, Major Projects, Operational 

Issues, Upcoming Dates of Interest and Items of Community Interest. 

 

6. CITIZENS’ INPUT 

 

At this time, three-minute comments will be taken from the audience on any topic.  To address the Council, 

please submit a fully-completed request card to the City Secretary prior to the beginning of the Citizens’ 

Input portion of the Council meeting.  No action can be taken by the Council during Citizens’ Input. 

 

7. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

The following may be acted upon in one motion.  A City Councilmember or a citizen may request items be 

removed from the Consent Agenda for individual consideration. 

 

7A. Consider action to approve minutes from the April 19, 2016 City Council Regular Meeting. 

 

7B. Consider action to approve a resolution entering into an Interlocal Agreement with the City of 

University Park, which will allow both cities to cooperatively purchase goods and services under 

each other's competitively bid contracts. 

 

7C. Consider action to approve a resolution awarding the proposal for a Library Radio Frequency ID 

system to EnvisionWare, Inc. in the amount of $61,606 and authorizing the City Manager to 

execute the necessary documents for said contract. 

 

7D. Consider action to approve a resolution for a Development Agreement between the City of 

Rowlett, Texas, Homestead Liberty Grove Home Owners Association, and Arcadia Liberty Grove 

Development 1, LLC, for the purpose of maintenance of street signage within the Homestead at 

Liberty Grove New Neighborhood Development.   

 

7E. Consider action to approve a resolution accepting the quote and awarding a contract to Ramco 

Rugged Portables in the amount of $55,920 to purchase eight rugged Patrol PC computers and 

mounting hardware for eight police vehicles. 

 

7F.  Consider action to approve a resolution approving and ratifying an emergency construction 

contract with TRI-CON Services in the amount not to exceed $593,081.00 for the 36 inch gravity 



sanitary sewer line repair and replacement and authorizing the Mayor to execute the contract and 

necessary documents for said services.  

 

7G.  Consider action to approve a resolution accepting cooperatively bid pricing and awarding a 

contract to Synetra, Incorporated in the amount of $65,910 to replace 38 existing desktop 

computers and 11 laptops (JB DesktopEliteBook Quote Exhibit A) located within the police and 

fire departments through the interlocal cooperative purchasing agreement with the Texas 

Comptroller of Public Accounts and the Department of Information Resources (DIR) and 

authorizing the City Manager, after City Attorney approval, to execute the necessary documents 

for said purchase. 

 

8. ITEMS FOR INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION 

 

8A. Consider a resolution granting a request for a variance from the distance requirement for El Centro 

Mexican Restaurant, located at 3813 Main Street, Downtown Rowlett, wishing to sell alcoholic 

beverages for on premise consumption. 

 

8B. Conduct a public hearing and consider an ordinance approving a request for a rezoning from 

Single Family-40 Zoning District to a Planned Development District with an underlying zoning of 

Single Family 5 (SF-5) for the purpose of constructing a single family neighborhood. The subject 

properties are located at 2009, 2013, 2109 and 2113 Miller Road further described as being 8.437 

+/- acres in the S.A. & M.G. RR Survey, Abstract No. 1407, City of Rowlett, Dallas County, Texas. 

 

8C. Conduct a public hearing and consider an ordinance approving a Special Use Permit to allow a 

licensed foot spa and body massage establishment in the General Commercial/Retail Zoning 

District for property located at 8301 Lakeview Parkway, Suite 110, further described as a 1,200+/‐ 

square foot existing lease space being part of Block A, Lot 1, of the Amesbury Addition City of 

Rowlett, Dallas County, Texas. 

 

TAKE ANY NECESSARY OR APPROPRIATE ACTION ON CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION 

MATTERS 

 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

   Laura Hallmark 

Laura Hallmark, City Secretary 

 
I certify that the above notice of meeting was posted on the bulletin boards located inside and outside the doors of the Municipal 
Center, 4000 Main Street, Rowlett, Texas, as well as on the City’s website (www.rowlett.com) on the 29th day of April 2016, by 
5:00 p.m. 



AGENDA DATE:  5/3/2016 AGENDA ITEM:   3A 

 

TITLE 

Discuss implementation of a Library RFID (Radio Frequency Identification) system.  (20 minutes) 

 

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE 

Kathy Freiheit, Director of Library Services 

 

SUMMARY 

Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) systems offer significant gains through reduction of labor-

intensive workflows, enhanced customer services, and improved materials management.  The 

Library’s electromagnetic (EM) theft detection system, now 20 years old, has become increasingly 

unreliable and precludes the integration of new technologies which can improve collection 

security, better facilitate inventory control, and streamline workflows, benefiting both the Library 

and patrons.  RFID enables implementation of customer self-checkout, whereby borrowers have 

the ability to check out items on their own, freeing staff for more direct customer service in 

circulation and other areas of Library operations. 

  

A Request for Proposals (RFP) for Library RFID solutions was issued on March 3, 2016.  The 

purpose of this discussion is to share information with Council regarding the process followed in 

researching and evaluating available systems, and to recommend a solution for replacement of 

the Library’s failing EM security system with modern technology that will streamline operations 

and enhance the customer experience.  

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Library’s existing 3M theft detection system has been an integral part of Library operations 

since opening of the former facility at 3900 Main Street in 1996.  Securing materials is 

accomplished by means of magnetic “tattle tapes”, which are inconspicuously inserted into newly 

acquired items.  Staff must manually sensitize and de-sensitize each item as it is checked in and 

checked out to customers.  Detection gates at the Library entrance sound an alarm when a 

sensitized item (presumably not desensitized at check out) passes through them. 

 

In recent years, reliability of the gates has become progressively worse.  Items that have been 

checked out and desensitized frequently throw false alarms, to the frustration of both customers 

and staff.  Confidence in the system is eroded by frequent malfunctions that leave a negative 

impression with all who experience them.  Dependable security equipment is an important 

deterrent to theft and a necessity in protecting the citizens’ investment in library resources.  Gate 

alarms are currently 20% higher in comparison to last year. 

 

 



Were it not for the superior functionality of RFID security systems, replacing the existing 

electromagnetic gates would be an easy solution.  RFID, however, brings enhanced benefits 

including the potential for better workflows, more efficient utilization of staff, and reduced loss of 

inventory.  With customer service and satisfaction being the Library’s top priorities, RFID makes 

it possible to meet customers’ expectations for the convenience of self-checkout (and even self-

check in) of items.  More efficient, less labor-intensive lending processes position staff to provide 

more direct customer assistance, such as locating information and materials, providing help in 

the use of public computers, printers and copy machines, shelving and performing shelf 

maintenance, and assisting with library programs, marketing and outreach.   

 

In FY2015, Library staff checked out over 280,000 physical items.  About 30% of these items 

were media (DVDs, audiobooks, and music CDs).  Most vulnerable to theft because of their 

popularity and high demand, many media items are housed in locking cases.  Checkout and check 

in requires a multi-step process, including manual case unlocking and re-locking that must be 

done by staff.  RFID solutions make it possible for cases to be unlocked independently of staff as 

part of the customer self-checkout process.  

 

DISCUSSION  

RFID Explained: 

Radio frequency identification is a method of remotely storing and retrieving data using devices 

called RFID tags that can be attached to or incorporated into a product.  The tags contain 

antennae which enable them to receive and respond to radio-frequency queries from an RFID 

transmitter. 

 

RFID works by placing a tag in each library item. The tags are encoded with item information, 

including things like the item’s barcode number, author, title, etc. At checkout, customers place 

their items on a receiver pad, insert or scan their library card, and the system checks out items to 

them.  Instead of staff desensitizing a strip of metal, the system hardware turns security off on the 

chip.  What is a two-step, manual process with EM systems (scanning the item barcode, then 

magnetically desensitizing it) becomes a single step with RFID and the checkout and security 

tasks are handled simultaneously. The ability to check out multiple items at one time also 

expedites the checkout process; the same is true when items are returned to the library for check 

in.  Circulation transactions happen more quickly and are more precise. 

 

RFID gates also add value to the checkout process for both customers and staff.  When EM gates 

sound an alarm, staff have no way of knowing which among several items borrowed by a customer 

may have triggered the alarm.  Verification requires that customers return to the service desk 

where staff desensitize all the items, then check them against a receipt or screen display to find 

the culprit/s.  Imagine the inconvenience for a parent or caregiver with a couple of small children 

who have just enjoyed story time and are leaving the Library with 20 picture books each when the 

gate alarm goes off.  RFID gates have the ability to read item data directly off a tag and, via gate 

management software, communicate this information to the library’s integrated library system 

(ILS).  When an alarm goes off, the gate relays information to a staff computer, showing 

specifically which item/s have not been checked out.  Whether accidental or intentional, when 



items pass through the gate and have not been checked out, the problem can be addressed 

quickly and easily with RFID. 

 

Pictured L to R:  Self-check station, Media case unlocker, Security gates 

 

 

 

Goals: 

Since 2012, when staff aggressively investigated replacement of the Library’s failing Horizon 

integrated library system, self-checkout functionality was a highly important consideration.  In 

meetings with vendors, it was learned that self-check options were incompatible with the Library’s 

EM security system, and that RFID hardware was actually a less expensive alternative.  Because 

staff capacity and materials costs associated with tagging the collection for RFID implementation 

were not inconsequential, a decision was made to pursue RFID after replacement of the Library’s 

ILS. Then came efforts to relocate the Library and downsize the collection to meet new space 

constraints which further curtailed RFID project progress. 

 

After relocating the Library to 5702 Rowlett Road, staff resumed their investigation into RFID.  

Visits were made at neighboring libraries to observe their RFID operations.  On-site vendor demos 



were hosted for several products.  RFID technology standards and essential functionalities were 

established to better assure acquisition of a quality system that integrates with the Library’s Apollo 

ILS and provides an excellent, user-friendly self-check option for customers.  It was also 

imperative that any RFID equipment configuration be portable and able to withstand the move to 

another location in the next 18 months. 

 

It’s not unusual for libraries to experience a rapid increase in the number of self-checkouts when 

this capability is implemented.  While a 50% rate can be reached fairly quickly, local peers report 

that as much as 95% or more of their library’s circulation is done through customer self-checkout.  

Even a 75% self-check rate would have a significant impact on current operations and staff 

capacity.  Expected benefits include reduction of bottlenecks and long lines at checkout, 

expedited inspection and shelving of returned materials, the ability to assign additional off-desk 

duties to staff, and the enhanced customer service capabilities noted above. 

 

Since moving to the Library’s current location, circulation and information services staff are 

stationed at a single combined services desk.  In planning for a return to Downtown, other new 

service models will need to be incorporated to maximize available space.  There will be no 

massive service desks, and those that do exist will be small and mobile.  Staff will be readily 

available to customers where they are:  in the book stacks, at the online catalogs, near the public 

computers and print operations.  Circulation will have a much smaller footprint and will be more 

flexible than the way it exists today.   Staff are excited at the prospect of implementing RFID and 

being able to assess its impact before making our next move. 

 

Another benefit of RFID lies in improved management of the Library’s inventory.  A 

comprehensive accounting of Library holdings has repeatedly been postponed due to staff 

capacity limitations and issues related to the former Horizon ILS.  With RFID and purchase of 

ancillary hardware, inventory of the entire collection, typically a tedious and manpower-intensive 

process, can be more easily managed.  Staff will be able to regularly scan the shelves for missing 

items and even confirm that items are in order on a shelf through use of a lightweight piece of 

equipment.  RFID will better track items going out the door, as well as those which are supposed 

to be on the shelves. 

 

RFP for RFID: 

A list of System Requirements was finalized in February and RFP #2016-18 (Attachment One) 

was issued by the City of Rowlett Purchasing Department on March 3, 2016.  Notice to bidders 

was posted on the City’s website and published in the March 3 and March 10, 2016, issues of the 

Dallas Morning News.  Sealed proposals were received in the Purchasing Office until 2:00 pm on 

March 18, 2016, after which they were publicly opened and the names of submitters announced 

in the City Hall Annex Conference Room in accordance with the Texas Local Government Code.  

 

Proposals were received from five vendors, as follows:  

 Bibliotheca, LLC   (Norcross, GA) 

 EnvisionWare, Inc.   (Duluth, GA) 

 mk Solutions, Inc.   (York, PA) 



 P.V. Supa, Inc.   (Plano, TX) 

 Tech Logic      (White Bear Lake, MN) 

 

Proposals were reviewed by three members of the Library Administrative Team, with vendor 

responses individually evaluated and weighted using the criteria indicated below. 

 

Weighting 

Criteria 
Elements 

Max 

Possible 

Points 

Vendor 
Support, Reputation, References & Financial 

Stability 
35 

Product Ability to Meet or Exceed Functional Requirements 30 

Price Total System Life Cycle Costs Over Five Years 25 

Responsiveness to Bid 
Compliance with Procedural Requirements of the 

RFP 
10 

 

Members of the Team verified information, conducted reference checks, shared scoring results, 

and discussed the merits of each proposal.  Scores were tallied and averaged, with vendor 

proposals ranked as follows: 

 

Vendor 
Scoring Averages 

(Highest To Lowest) 

EnvisionWare, Inc. 94.00 

Tech Logic 86.00 

mk Solutions, Inc. 74.33 

Bibliotheca, LLC 73.00 

P.V. Supa, Inc. 60.00 

 

Considerations: 

EnvisionWare is a leading provider of self-service RFID technologies and is also well-known for 

its public computer management products.  The Library has utilized EnvisionWare’s PC 

Reservation software for many years to manage public computer access, including user 

authentication and time management, and printing.  Staff observed EnvisionWare’s RFID 

installation at Hurst Public Library, and their Texas RFID client list includes the Arlington, Frisco 

and Grand Prairie public libraries.  Their proposal notes RFID compatibility with a variety of 

integrated library system vendors and assures workability with our Apollo ILS.     

 

Tech Logic is exclusively a library vendor and a recognized leader in library technology, with 17 

public library clients in Texas.  Staff visited installations at both the Richardson and University 

Park public libraries. No current Apollo clients are referenced, although their proposal guarantees 

compatibility with the Library’s ILS.  While Tech Logic enjoys a good reputation for RFID systems, 



their proposed annual software and hardware maintenance costs are significantly greater than 

that of other providers, driving the cost of ownership over five years to the second highest position 

among submittals. 

 

mk Solutions cites partnerships with a variety of public libraries, including two Utah clients who 

utilize the Apollo integrated library system. Training, as outlined in the proposal, was vague in 

comparison to that described by other vendors, and while the company cites linkage to two Texas 

public libraries, no contacts were provided.  Staff have learned that Buda Public Library is in the 

process of implementing their RIFD product, while the Plano library system’s experience has been 

limited to the purchase of tags only. 

 

Bibliotheca is well-known in the library world with installations observed by staff at public libraries 

in Grapevine and Little Elm.  In October 2015, the Bibliotheca group acquired 3M Library Systems, 

another library products provider with a long history of selling both EM and RFID security systems.  

Bibliotheca’s proposal cited two Apollo ILS public library clients in Texas, both pre-acquisition 3M 

installations at the Seguin Public Library, currently in progess, and Patrick Heath Public Library in 

Boerne, which was visited by staff.  Now marketed as “bibliotheca + 3M: the best of both worlds,” 

this vendor’s proposal is highest in price.  As was the case when a corporate merger came about 

during selection of the Library’s ILS, there is a level of uncertainty over what the new corporate 

culture, product line, and future pricing may look like. 

 

Local vendor P.V. Supa offers the lowest cost solution.  Services provided to two Texas public 

library clients have been limited to the sale of RFID tags and installation of an automated materials 

handling (AMH) system, respectively.  Media case unlocking units would be subcontracted 

through a secondary vendor, and web-based or remote system monitoring deviated from desired 

specifications. 

 

Pricing: 

As indicated in the RFP document, evaluation was made on a “best value” system.  Proposals 

were reviewed and evaluated for compliance with specifications before proposal price was 

considered.  Annual costs over 5 years, from highest to lowest, appear below. 

 
 

Vendor 
System Cost 
Year 1 Outlay 

Maintenance 
Year 2-5 Costs 

Annual Cost 
over 5 Years 

Bibliotheca, LLC $60,532 $21,316 $16,370 

Tech Logic $42,355 $29,760 $14,423 

EnvisionWare, Inc. $49,360 $12,246 $12,321 

mk Solutions, Inc. $41,050 $13,742 $10,958 

P.V. Supa, Inc. $36,660 $ 9,946 $  9,321 

 

Recommendation: 

After careful consideration of all proposals, including in-depth research, fact finding, reference 

checks, and first-hand observations, EnvisionWare’s RFID solution received the highest ranking.  

Staff feel this system offers the best value for Rowlett Public Library.  EnvisionWare’s RFID 



hardware is expected to provide a robust tag reading range and its superior media case unlockers 

check out items in a single step.  The company’s installed base includes local Texas clients whose 

experience and shared voice can be of benefit in managing day-to-day system operations and 

potential challenges.  As noted above, the Library has a long-standing relationship with 

EnvisionWare through use of their PC Reservation system.  The company’s responsive product 

support and technical assistance, as experienced in integrating PC Res with our Apollo ILS, speak 

positively to adoption of their RFID product.  System expandability options are impressive and 

include e-commerce for future automated fine payment, as well as automated materials handling 

equipment, which may have a place in a permanent Library location. 

 

Next Steps: 

Pending Council approval, staff will initiate the first phase of RFID implementation: tagging the 

collection.  Utilizing a mobile conversion cart leased from the vendor, staff and volunteers will train 

with an implementation consultant on the tagging process.  Every physical item in the collection 

(currently 71,000+ volumes) must be touched, first affixing an RFID target, then encoding the tag.  

In addition to the mobile conversion unit, staff work stations will also be set up to maximize tagging 

momentum and to allow for concurrent tagging of newly acquired items.  As heavy summer traffic 

approaches, tagging efforts will be concentrated during early morning and late day, so as to 

minimize inconvenience for our Library customers.  Some estimates suggest that tagging can be 

done at a rate of 100 items per hour.  Our goal is to complete phase one in three months. 

 

Once tagging has been completed, staff will enter the second phase of the project. An 

implementation specialist will spend 3-4 days onsite installing work stations, gates, system 

hardware and software, then configure and test the system.  Hands-on staff training will be 

provided on all aspects of system operations.  Front-line staff training is extremely important to 

the success of the project, as both staff managed and customer self-checkout processes will need 

to be mastered.  Rollout is anticipated by September 2016. 

 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

Funding for this project will come from the Innovations Fund. Funds in the amount of $50,000 are 

budgeted for the upfront cost of this project. Annual hardware/software maintenance costs 

beginning in Year Two will be managed through the Library’s Operations & Maintenance budget.   

 
Budget Account 

Number  
Project Title 

Budget 
Amount 

Proposed 
Amount 

103-3501-6301 RFID Project $50,000 $49,360 

101-3501-6300 
Library O&M – Maintenance – 

Service Contracts (Years 2 – 5) 
$12,246 $12,246 

Total  $62,246 $61,606 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

Staff seeks Council’s consensus and approval in moving forward to consider award of a contract 

to EnvisionWare, Inc. for their proposed RFID solution.  This item is on the Consent Agenda for 

this meeting. 

 



ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment One – City of Rowlett Request for Proposals #2016-18 
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS  

RFP # 2016-18 

RADIO FREQUENCY IDENTIFICATION (RFID) SYSTEM 

ROWLETT PUBLIC LIBRARY 

 

 

Deliver to: 

City of Rowlett 
 Purchasing Division 

4004 Main Street 
 Rowlett, TX  75088 

 

 

 

 

 

RFP Issue Date: March 3, 2016 

RFP Due Date:     2PM, March 18, 2016 
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City of Rowlett, TX 
Purchasing Department 

VENDOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM 

RFP #2016-18 – RFID System for Rowlett Public Library 

The undersigned hereby certifies that he/she understands the Request for Proposal, has read the document in its entirety and that the prices contained 
in this Proposal have been carefully reviewed and are submitted as correct.  Vendor further certifies and agrees to furnish any or all products/services 
upon which prices are extended at the price offered, and upon conditions contained in the Request for Proposal. 

The following information must be filled out in its entirety for the proposal to be considered.   

 

Company Name:   ___________________________________________________ 

 

Address of Principal Place of Business: ___________________________________________________ 

     ___________________________________________________ 

     ___________________________________________________ 

Phone/Fax of Principal Place of Business:  

     ___________________________________________________ 

     Phone     Fax 

Address, Phone and Fax of Majority Owner Principal Place of Business: 

     ___________________________________________________ 

     ___________________________________________________ 

     ___________________________________________________ 

     ___________________________________________________  

     Phone     Fax 

Federal Tax Identification Number: ___________________________________________________ 

Representative Name & E-Mail Address: ___________________________________________________ 

 

I hereby acknowledge that no changes have been made to the content of the attached questionaire other than 
my reply to each question. 

Authorized Representative:  ___________________________________________________ 

      Signature    Date 

     ___________________________________________________ 

      Printed Name 

 

Acknowledgement of Addenda:  #1 ____ #2 ____ #3 ____ #4 ____ #5 ____ 
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT 

 

 

 
THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
 

 
Sealed proposals will be received at the Purchasing Office, 4004 Main St., Rowlett, TX  75088 or mailed to PO 
Box 99, Rowlett, TX  75030-0099 until 2:00 PM CST, March 18, 2016 for RFP 2016-18 Radio Frequency 
Identification (RFID) System for Rowlett Public Library.  Bid documents may be obtained electronically at 
http://www.rowlett.com/Bids.aspx or by email request to purchasing@rowlett.com. 

 
 

 
 

Dallas Morning News:  March 3, March 10, 2016 
RFP 2016-18 
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RFP SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Listed below are important dates and times by which the actions noted must be completed.  If the City finds it 
necessary to change any of the deadline dates or times, the change will be accomplished by addendum.  All 

dates are subject to change. 

 
Action      Completion Date 
 
Issue RFP      March 3, 2016            
 
Deadline for Questions    March 11, 2016 
 
Deadline for Submitting RFP   March 18, 2016 
 
Selection Committee Review & Evaluation March 21-31, 2016 
 
Recommendation to City Manager  April 4-8, 2016      
and Contract Negotiation        
 
City Council Award Approval   May 3, 2016 
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Section 1.0 Introduction 
 

Statement of Purpose 
This Request for Proposal, issued by the Rowlett Public Library, is for the supply and installation of a 
Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) library system, which shall work in conjunction with the 
Library’s existing Integrated Library System (ILS), Biblionix’s Apollo.  
 
Among other benefits, the proposed RFID system should provide significant productivity gains 
through reduction in key labor-intensive workflow processes, enhanced customer service, and 
improved inventory accuracy. The RFID system must be optimized for use in a library environment, 
be efficient in its design through the elimination of redundant features, and be expandable. As the 
library has a planned move within in the next two years, the system must be readily relocatable.  
 
Critical Requirements 
The Library is seeking an RFID solution that will include tags, specified hardware, software, 
installation, project management, staff training, and on-going support and maintenance. Vendors 
must demonstrate a proven ability to provide and implement the following: 
 

 Real-time integration with the Library’s ILS; Biblionix’s Apollo 

 Durable, ISO compliant RFID tags that easily affix to the item, regardless of its medium  

 Multiple RFID tagging options that include easily maneuverable portable tagging stations for 
lease, as well as recommend tagging options that the library may have not specified 

 Checkout solutions that can be integrated into existing staff checkout stations, furniture and 
workflows.  

 Self-checkout functionality, including the capability to check out materials, print receipts, and 
unlock AV material cases 

 RFID conversion of the library’s existing staff circulation workstations or the provision of new 
hardware 

 Shelf-reading and inventory tools that can accommodate any collection size 

 Comprehensive reporting capabilities 
 

Background 
Rowlett Public Library seeks to improve efficiencies for its existing library operations through 
implementation of RFID. Library collections currently total approximately 90,000 items. Circulation in 
FY 2015 totaled 325,792 transactions.  The Library uses Biblionix’s Apollo as its ILS. The Library 
currently uses barcodes and a 3M magnetic “Tattle Tape” security system with security gates. Library 
borrowing levels are expected to remain constant or increase slightly in FY2016. Staffing is expected 
to remain at current levels.   
 
Scope of Work  
The Library wishes to acquire the following system components. 
 

 (2) Public self-check kiosks with receipt printers, RFID capability, and media case unlocking 
functionality 

 (1) Staff circulation workstation with a receipt printer, RFID capability, and media case 
unlocking functionality to replace an existing staff-manned station 

 (1) Staff circulation station with RFID capability for back-of-house circulation operations 
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 (2) Staff cataloging/processing stations for back-of-house technical services operations with 
the capability of encoding RFID tags  

 (1) Security gate (2 corridor) 

 (1-2) Mobile tagging stations available on a leased basis  

 Approximately 90,000 RFID tags for library materials  
 
Proposals should include all necessary information on hardware, software, shipping, installation, 
training, and on-going annual maintenance costs associated with purchase of the RFID system. 
Proposals should include the minimum specifications for existing PCs and the Local Area Network 
(LAN) to operate in conjunction with the vendor’s software. Unless otherwise indicated, quantities 
specified are guidelines only, and are not guaranteed for purchase by the Library. 
 

Section 2.0 General Information for Proposal Submission 

2.1 RFP Inquiries or Clarifications 

All inquiries or requests for clarifications regarding this RFP are to be submitted by email only as follows: 
 

Rowlett Purchasing Division 
2016-18 RFP Inquiries 

 
Email to:   purchasing@rowlett.com 

    
The email address listed should be included on the inquiry submission.  All inquiries must be received by the 
deadline stated in the Schedule of Events for this RFP.   Inquiries received after the deadline will not be 
responded to.  Telephone questions will not be accepted. 

 

2.2 Amendments to Solicitation 

The City reserves the right to formally amend any portion of the Request for Proposals.  Addendums to the 
RFP will be posted on the City’s web site and links emailed to all firms receiving the initial mailing.  It is the 
responsibility of the Vendor to incorporate all addendums and clarifications in the submitted proposal. 
 
The City reserves the right to terminate or restart the proposal process if deemed in the best interest of the 
City. 

2.3 Submission of Proposals 

Proposals will be accepted until the date and time specified in RFP Schedule of Events section.  Proposals are 
to be sent or delivered to: 

City of Rowlett 
 Purchasing Division 

4004 Main Street 
 Rowlett, TX  75088 

 
The proposing firm shall submit the required number of copies of their proposal in a sealed envelope or 
package that is clearly marked on the outside “RFP 2016-18 Attention:  Purchasing Office, Due by 2PM 
March 18, 2016”.  The sender’s name and address should also appear on the outside of the package. 
 
Faxed and emailed proposals are not acceptable for this solicitation.  No oral adjustments to proposals 
submitted will be considered.  Proposals received after the stated date and time will not be considered. The 
Vendor is solely responsible for ensuring the proposal is received on or before the deadline.   Please note that 
all times in this proposal are Central Time. 
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Proposals will be opened at the date and time specified and each firm responding will be recorded as a 
respondent.  Proposal content, including pricing, will be kept confidential until the contract is awarded. 

As provided in the Request for Proposals, discussions may be conducted with offerers who submit proposals 
determined to be reasonably qualified for selection for award.  Offerers shall be accorded fair and equal 
treatment with respect to any opportunity for discussion and revision of proposals, and such revisions may be 
permitted after submissions and prior to award for the purpose of obtaining best and final offers. 
 
Proposals should be returned in sufficient time so as to be received on or before 2PM, March 18, 2016  
Proposals received after the above stated time will be rejected and returned unopened to the vendor and shall 
be considered void and unacceptable. 

2.4 Incurred Expenses 

Vendors may not claim compensation from City for the cost incurred in the preparation of their documents for 
this RFP, or any cost associated with demonstrations or follow-up questions requested by City unless agreed 
to by City prior in writing. 

2.5 Proposals Binding 

All proposals will remain open for acceptance by the City for a period not less than 180 days from the date of 
the proposal opening.  It is agreed by the proposing firm that the signing and delivery of their Proposal 
represents their acceptance of the terms and conditions of this request for proposals and specifications therein. 

2.6 Acceptance/Rejection/Additional Information 

The City of Rowlett is not under any obligation to award a contract, and reserves the right to reject any or all 
proposals, in whole or in part, with or without cause, to waive any informalities and technicalities, and to award 
the contract on such coverage and terms it deems will best serve the interest of the City. 
 
Vendors may not claim any indemnity, nor may they contest for whatever reasons, the choice of the City. The 
lowest price may not necessarily be accepted.  Criteria utilized by the City for determining the most responsive 
proposal and subsequent award recommendation include, but are not limited to: 
 

 Quality, clarity and responsiveness of proposal in conformance to RFP instructions 

 Ability to meet City’s requirements 

 Implementation and training recommendations and plans 

 Cost and quality of software, hardware and related services 

 Cost and quality of implementation services 

 Software demonstrations and site visits as applicable 

 Demonstrated performance of software and implementation services through client references 

 System maintenance, upgrades and on-going technical support 

 Vendor financial stability and industry reputation. 
 
Proposing firms shall furnish such additional information as the City may reasonably require.  This includes 
information that indicates financial resources as well as ability to provide and maintain the system and/or 
services. The City reserves the right to make investigations of the qualifications of the firm as it deems 
appropriate, including but not limited to a background investigation.  The City also reserves the right to make 
such investigations, as it may deem necessary, to establish the competency and financial ability of any vendor 
to perform the work.  The City reserves the right to request firms to modify their proposal to fully meet the 
needs of the City.   
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2.7 Ownership of Proposal & Statutory Issues 

All proposals and related documentation received for this solicitation will become the property of the City of 
Rowlett and will not be returned to the Vendor unless agreed by the City in writing prior to submission.   
 
If any provision of this request for proposal is invalid, illegal or unenforceable under any applicable statute or 
rule of law, the remaining provisions of this agreement shall remain in force and effect and Vendor agrees to 
substitute for the invalid provision a valid provision which most closely approximated the economic effect and 
intent of the invalid provision.   

2.8 Proposals Not Confidential  

Any material that is to be considered as confidential in nature must be clearly marked as such and will be 
treated as confidential by the City of Rowlett to the extent allowed by law.  Submission of information relative 
to this RFP shall not be released by the City during proposal evaluation process or prior to contract award.  
Respondents are advised that the confidentiality of their proposals will be protected to the extent permitted by 
law.  Respondents are advised to consider the implications of the Texas Open Records Act, particularly after 
the proposal process has ceased and the contract has been awarded.  Trade secrets and any material that is 
considered as confidential in nature must be clearly marked and identified as such by the consultant at the 
time of proposal submittal and will be treated as confidential by the City of Rowlett to the extent allowed by the 
Texas Local Government Code Chapter 252.049 and the Texas Open Records Act.  The final decision as to 
what information must be disclosed, however, lies with the Texas Attorney General.  Failure to identify 
proprietary/confidential information will result in all unmarked sections being deemed non-proprietary upon 
public request. 

2.9 Conflict of Interest 

The Vendor agrees that it presently has no interest, and shall acquire no interest, direct or indirect, that would 
conflict in any manner or degree with the performance of its service hereunder.  The Vendor further agrees 
that, in the performance of the agreement, no person having any such interest shall be employed. 

2.10 Interest of Public Officials 

No member, officer or employee of the City, during this tenure or for one year thereafter, shall have any interest, 
direct or indirect, in this proposal or the proceeds thereof. 

2.11 Verbal Agreement 

No verbal agreement or conversation with any elected or appointed official, agent or employee of the City, 
either before, during or after the submittal of this proposal shall affect or modify any of the terms or obligations 
herein contained, nor shall such verbal agreement or conversation entitle the firm to any additional 
compensation whatsoever under the terms of this Request for Proposals.  

2.12 Anti-Discrimination 

The City maintains various policies related to contractual service providers.  Among these is an anti-
discrimination policy which requires that our contractors not discriminate in hiring on the basis of gender, race, 
religion, sexual orientation, national origin or ancestry, age, marital status, political beliefs or affiliations, or 
physical or mental disability.  Upon acceptance of a proposal, the City may request that the selected firm sign 
a statement affirming their compliance with this policy. 
 
In addition, the City maintains a Historically Underutilized Business (HUB) policy regarding subcontracts.  All 
firms responding to this request are strongly encouraged to check the State of Texas’s Certified HUB Directory 
and solicit quotes from any listed vendors that can provide the type of work being subcontracted. 
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2.13 Insurance Requirements 

For the duration of the contract Vendor shall procure and maintain insurance against claims for injuries to 
persons or damages to property which may arise from or in connection with products and materials supplied 
to City.  The cost of such insurance shall be borne by the Vendor.  Specific insurance provisions will be 
delineated in the contract between Vendor and City. 

2.14 Minimum Specifications 

These are minimum specifications.  Interviews may be requested with one or more firms at which time the 
City’s requirements will be discussed in more detail.   
 

Section 3.0 Format for Response  

To standardize responses and simplify the comparison and evaluation process, all proposals must be 
organized in the manner set forth below, separated into sections, with each section titled appropriately.  All 
information and materials requested shall be provided in the proposal under a single cover.  Please limit 
proposal content to specific response to this request.  Do not include generic sales brochures/information in 
the proposal.  This information should be provided upon request only. 

3.1 Number of Copies  

Proposing firm shall submit one (1) original (marked ORIGINAL) and four (4) paper copies of the proposal in 
the prescribed form along with a single CD containing the RFP response in Microsoft Word 2007 version or 
higher.   The original copy shall contain an original signature on the Letter of Transmittal. 

All copies of the proposal and CD must be plainly marked with the City’s RFP number, RFP title and vendor 
name. 

3.2 Cover Page 

Each copy of the proposal shall start with a cover page showing the City’s RFP number, RFP title, and the 
following information for the proposing firm: name, address of headquarters, telephone number and website 
address.   
 

3.3 Table of Contents 

Include a table of contents with clear identification of material by section and page number.  Table of contents 
should be ordered in the same format as required below. 
 

 

3.4 Letter of Transmittal 

 Limited to no more than two pages 

 Briefly state understanding of the product/services to be provided and make a positive commitment 
to provide same and indicate your willingness to enter into a contract with the City of Rowlett 

 Include a statement describing your willingness to participate in interviews, demonstrations, and 
site visits, if required 

 Include a statement from the firm that, to the best of its knowledge, there are no circumstances 
which shall cause a conflict of interest in performing services for the City of Rowlett 

 Provide the names and titles of persons authorized to make representations for proposing firm and 
include their mailing addresses, direct telephone numbers and email addresses 
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 An official signature of the Corporate Officer certifying the contents of the proposal response 

3.5 Business Organization 

 Name of firm, headquarters mailing address and phone number 

 Normal business hours and time zone 

 Legal status of business (corporation, partnership, subsidiary, etc.); if business is a subsidiary, 
provide name of parent company 

 Description of firm as local, national, regional or international 

 Date business organized/incorporated 

 Location of office that will be performing work proposed and number of professional staff in that 
office 

 Provide information on computer hardware and software products marketed by the proposing firm, 
parent company and/or subsidiary 

3.6 Experience and Qualifications 

 Specify number of years firm has been in RFID system business 

 Specify total number of employees in firm 

 Provide resumes for key personnel that would be assigned to this project 

 Specify the number of employees available for customer support for each software product 
proposed; include business hours for contacting 

 Specify number of employees dedicated to research and development 

 Specify the amount of dollars dedicated annually to research and development and indicate the 
percentage versus annual revenue 

 Include one copy of firm’s most recent audited financial statement as document separate from the 
proposal (To accompany original proposal only, no other copies are needed.) 

 Identify any subcontractors that are part of your proposal; briefly describe their experience and their 
role.  Proposals should identify all firms that would be supplying products and/or services to the City.  

3.7 RFID System Proposed 

Describe the RFID system solution proposed for the City of Rowlett, including the recommended optimal 
hardware configuration needed to support. 

3.8 Installed Base 

 Specify the total number of public library clients  

 Specify the number of public library clients with a population of 50,000 to 125,000 

 Specify the number of public libraries in Texas 

3.9 References 

 Provide four references for recent public library installations (preferably Texas public libraries) similar 
in size to the Rowlett Public Library.  Please provide the following information for each reference:  

o Library, contact name, title, email address and telephone number 
o Library web address 
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o Date of installation 
 

 Provide a list of three libraries that recently discontinued use of your RFID system, including contact 
information. 

3.10 Maintenance Options 

Identify software and hardware maintenance options, such as 24/7 or only during library open hours, and 
include pricing for each option. 

3.11 Pricing Proposal 

For ease of comparison, please structure your pricing proposal in the following format: 

3.11.1 Base price for software and hardware.   

3.11.2 Include pricing for any annual licensing fees, with detailed information on how many will be 
required. 

3.11.3 Annual maintenance costs for software and hardware, including pricing for years two through 
five. 

3.11.4 Costs for each Optional response provided in the System Specification Checklist.  Please 
identify costs by line item from the checklist; if a group of line item modifications cannot 
be separated, please list all line items relevant to the modification cost listed. 

3.11.5 Include multiple year maintenance pricing for Optional configurations. 

3.11.6 Other costs not included above, including enhancements and modifications directed by City 
Council and response time to provide. 

3.12 Training 

Please describe training provided with purchase of proposed RFID system, including options for 
additional training at added cost.  

3.13 Proposal Evaluation 

Proposals submitted may be reviewed and evaluated by any person at the discretion of the City of Rowlett, 
including non-allied independent consultants retained by the City of Rowlett now or in the future.  
 
Evaluation of proposals will be made on a “best value” system.  
 
All proposals are evaluated for compliance with specifications before the proposal price is considered.  
Response to specification is primary in determining the lowest responsible vendor.  The following criteria will 
be used to evaluate all proposals and determine the degree of conformity to and compliance with the general 
provisions of this RFP: 
 
 
 
 

A.  Vendor—35% 
Support, Reputation, References and Financial Stability of Vendor 

 

 Experience of the staff who will be installing and supporting the proposed  
system. 

 Existence of an active Texas user’s group or network of users of the proposed system. 
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 Vendor’s ability to provide on-going maintenance and enhancement of the system. 

 Ability of vendor to provide optional items in the future. 

 Number of successfully implemented systems similar to that proposed. 

 Vendor’s performance record in providing and supporting similar systems. 

 Reputation of the vendor. 

 Vendor’s experience in successfully implementing similar systems. 

 Financial stability and reputation of the vendor. 

 Overall viability of the vendor. 
 
B. Product—30% 

 

 Ability of proposed system to meet or exceed the functional requirements of the RFP. 

 Conformity to Requirements Checklists of this request. 

 Completeness of the application software. 

 Capability of the proposed system to meet future growth requirements. 
 
C. Price—25% 
 

 Total system life cycle costs over five years. 
 
D. Responsiveness to Bid—10% 

 

 Compliance with the procedural requirements of the RFP. 
 
Any and all Bidders may be asked to further explain or clarify, in writing, areas of concern in their proposal 
during the evaluation process.   
 
Sealed proposals, subject to the Terms and Conditions of this Request for Proposal will be received at the 
Purchasing Office of the City of Rowlett. The City of Rowlett reserves the right to award bid in part or in whole 
and/or reject any or all bids. Selection will be made on the proposal deemed to be in the best interest of the 
City of Rowlett. The City of Rowlett reserves the right to retain proposal submissions. 
 

Section 4.0 System Specification Checklist 

The following sections list key components and features necessary for efficiently achieving the functionality 

required. Responding vendors should include the following in the “Available” column: 

 

 (A) Available—Vendor currently supplies this function as a part of the proposed solution and is included 

as a basic part of the quoted system.  

 (AD) Available with Deviation—Vendor currently supplies this function as part of the proposed solution, 

but differs slightly than specification. Please comment on deviation if box is checked.  

 (O) Optional Addition—Vendor currently supplies this function as part of a proposed solution, but it is 

not included as a basic part of the quoted system and is an added-cost option. Please provide added-cost 

information in comments section.  

 (N) Not Available—This function is not currently available and is not currently being developed. 
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SYSTEM SPECIFICATION CHECKLIST 

4.1 General 
Specifications Available Vendor Comment 

1. System uses industry standard RFID 

hardware.  
 

 

2. System has the ability to read tags 

programmed with multiple tag formats, 

including those of competitors’ 

products, to allow for maximum 

interoperability. 

 

 

3. System must interface with the library’s 

ILS SIP2 interface and not use a 

proprietary connection. Vendor must 

guarantee this compatibility. 

 

 

4. The proposed RFID system comes 

standard with application-specific 

software. 
 

 

5. System is FCC Part 15 certified and 

ADA-Compliant. 
 

 

6. Support and maintenance of RFID 

software and hardware is not contingent 

on the purchase of RFID tags from the 

vendor providing the software and 

hardware. 

 

 

7. System must have a minimum through 

rate of 1,000 items per hour.  
 

8. System must have an accuracy rate of 

97%. 
 

 

9. System must have an “up” time rate of 

98%. 
 

 

10. System must have the capability to 

capture information even when the 

library’s ILS server is down for relay 

after service to the server has been 

restored. 

 

 

11. System must fit within the existing 

space without requiring extensive 

remodeling. 
 

 

12. System must allow for multiple 

simultaneous check-ins from different 

RFID pads 
 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 1



 

14 
 

4.2 RFID Tags  
Specifications Available Vendor Comment 

1. Vendor’s tags can easily work with other 

systems. 
 

 

2. Tags must have a read/write design, operate 

at 13.56 MHz, and be compliant with ISO 

18000-3 Mode 1 or ISO 15693, and NISO 

2012 recommendations for library RFID.  

Tags can be made compliant with any future 

variation adopted by ISO. 

 

 

3. RFID tags feature either AFI or electronic 

article surveillance (EAS) security, which is 

turned off automatically during checkout 

and turned on automatically and 

simultaneously during check-in. Please 

identify which security method is used. 

 

 

4. Item identification stored on the tag (bar 

code number) must allow full alphanumeric 

character set, so that numeric and non-

numeric item identification numbers can be 

represented. 

 

 

5. RFID tags available to fit all standard types 

of library materials: books, magazines, 

CD/DVDs, audio books, etc. 
 

 

6. Please indicate dimensions of available 

RFID tags.  
 

 

7. Tag must have memory capable of holding 

additional information including item type 

and multi-part set identifier. 
 

 

8. Station doesn’t limit the number of tags that 

can be read and be able to process one item 

at a time or, with the exception of CDs and 

DVDs, a multiple item stack of up to 8” 

high.  

 

 

9. Tags tested for over 100,000 read/write 

cycles and be guaranteed for the life of the 

items to which they are applied. 
 

 

 

 

4.3 Tagging Station 

Specifications Available Vendor Comment 

1. Tagging station capable of programming tags 

by placing a tagged item on the station’s 

antenna and then scanning the item’s bar code. 

No additional steps must be required. 

 

 

2. RFID reader designed to prevent the reading 

and writing of items outside of the prescribed 

field. 
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Specifications Available Vendor Comment 

3. Conversion of an existing collection requires 

no more than a computer, the RFID software, 

barcode scanner, and RFID reader, all of 

which can be placed on mobile cart, so that the 

complete operation can be performed in the 

stacks.  

 

 

4. During the tagging process, the station must be 

capable of programming just the existing 

barcode or item type, multi-part set identifier, 

and shelving location information (according 

to library defined criteria) into the tag. This 

must not include any biographic or patron 

information. 

 

 

5. During the tagging process, the system must 

automatically interrupt if bar code scanner 

fails to scan all digits in the bar code. 
 

 

6. The tagging station should perform an 

immediate confirmation RFID read of a 

programmed tag to ensure that the tag has been 

written exactly as intended.  

 

 

7. When tag-programming errors occur, the 

system reacts in real time using sound and 

visual alerts. 
 

 

8. When optional on-tag programming features 

are available, the system must be able to turn 

each feature on or off, so the user only works 

with the data selected by the library. 

 

 

9. Tagging process must not require a persistent 

connection with the library’s ILS database. 
 

 

4.4 Staff Station 
Specifications Available Vendor Comment 

1. Staff station must be capable of checking 

library materials in or out if connection with 

library’s ILS is temporarily lost. 
 

 

2. The library’s standard ILS checkout screens 

should remain open and fully operational at 

all times, while still receiving valuable 

updates/notifications about patron 

transactions at self-checkout stations. 

 

 

3. The system must be able to turn RFID 

security on and off as appropriate during 

ILS check-in and checkout activities. 
 

 

4. The station is able to perform check-

in/checkout using the ILS and uses a single 

mouse click or keystroke to switch between 

modes. 

 

 

 

5. The staff application works with both client 

based and web based integrated library 

systems.  
 

 

6. If the ILS is capable, the staff check-in and 

checkout process items one at a time or 
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Specifications Available Vendor Comment 
simultaneously for multiple items in a stack. 

ILS messages must be properly handled 

when processing multiple items.  

7. Station provides visual and audio indication 

whenever the tag’s security has been turned 

on or off. 
 

 

8. Station must be capable of turning the tag’s 

security on or off independently of any 

other function. 
 

 

9. A bar code reader must be able to operate 

concurrently with an RFID reader. 
 

 

10. Explain how the RFID antenna can prevent 

the reading and writing of items outside of 

a prescribed field. 
 

 

11. Explain how the system responds to read 

errors when checking out materials. 
 

 

12. Antenna’s read range must be configurable 

so that the read range can be properly setup 

for each station.  
 

 

13. Staff stations may be mounted under a 

designated surface for a more streamlined 

look if desired.  Describe how RFID 

equipment is integrated, including standard 

equipment, options, and limits of 

positioning, size, weight, and connections 

to PC.   

 

 

14. System does not require a separate staff 

application that is modelled on the patron 

self-checkout application. The system 

should be optimized for staff use. 

 

 

15. System allows staff to easily select between 

security settings, such as turning security 

on, turning it off, ignoring it altogether, and 

automatically turning security on or off. 

 

 

16. Vendor can supply the RFID antenna, RFID 

reader, RFID software, data connections 

needed to fully operate with library’s 

already existing PC, scanners. 

 

 

 

 

4.5 Patron Self-Checkout  

Specifications Available Vendor Comment 

1. The self-checkout application is intuitive 

and provides step-by-step audible and 

visual instructions that walk a patron 

through the checkout process.  

 

 

2. Self-checkout units must integrate with the 

ILS at the Library using the SIP2 interface. 
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Specifications Available Vendor Comment 

3. The system provides configurable audio, 

graphics, and text for each step (not just one 

graphic for the entire session). 
 

 

4. The system must provide a reasonably easy 

way to make configuration changes to the 

self-check machines. 
 

 

5. The system displays select information 

about the patron discreetly, including 

number of items checked out, number of 

items on hold, and/or any fines associated 

with the account. 

 

 

6. Station must block both patrons and items 

that are blocked by the library’s ILS.  
 

 

7. Station must be able to perform checkout 

functions and deactivate RFID tag’s 

security bit in just one process, even if 

multiple items are placed on the antenna. 

 

 

8. System must be capable of handling both 

bar code and RFID-tagged materials. 
 

 

9. Station allows for placement of library 

items in any orientation. The user must be 

able to handle items of all types in exactly 

the same way.  

 

 

10. Stations meet ADA provisions for height 

and reach. Text and audio are available to 

provide access for visually or hearing 

impaired patrons. 

 

 

11. System must be able to indicate on the 

patron’s receipt all items that were checked 

out along with the date and time. 
 

 

12. Station has the option to scan a barcode or 

read RFID tags without pressing any 

buttons on the screen. 
 

 

13. Station doesn’t limit the number of tags that 

can be read and be able to process one item 

at a time or, with the exception of CDs and 

DVDs, a multiple item stack of up to 8” 

high. 

 

 

14. Station must be able to scan barcode or 

RFID-based patron cards.  If scanning 

barcodes, the reader will be a linear scanner 

that will read Codabar bar codes on existing 

patron cards.  

 

 

15. Option must be available to enter patron 

PINs on the touch screen in addition to 

scanning library cards. 
 

 

16. Station has option to print no receipt, or a 

comprehensive receipt showing each item. 

Receipt must be customizable by the 

Library and show patron name, number, 
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Specifications Available Vendor Comment 
both, or neither in addition to items checked 

out. 

17. Station must have direct interaction with the 

ILS through SIP2 without the need to 

maintain a separate database. 
 

 

18. System must have options on how to react 

when host communications have been 

interrupted and restored. The system will 

automatically try to connect to the SIP2 host 

until it is available. Additionally, the library 

must have the option to manually reconnect 

to the host when communications have been 

unavailable. 

 

 

19. Station has the ability to provide multiple 

language selections. 
 

 

20. Station’s receipt printer has an auto-cutter 

and uses standard receipt paper. 
 

 

21. Self-check system must have ability to 

display full list of items checked out to 

patron.  
 

 

22. On-screen text fields have configurable 

fonts and font sizes. 
 

 

23. System has the capability to repress scanner 

feedback sounds when duplicate or non-

accepted scans occur. The scanner alert 

sound should only play when a scan is 

accepted by the system. 

 

 

24. Station has the option to be built into or sit 

on top of the library’s existing casework. 
 

 

25. System must have the ability to gather basic 

statistics about transactions and easily print 

a summary of these statistics to a local 

printer. 

 

 

26. Station computer has Microsoft Windows 

based operating system and must support 

Windows 7, 8, or 10. 
 

 

27. For credit/debit card use, system must be 

able to write a transaction log or, optionally, 

an error-only transaction log. 
 

 

28. Station must have the option to unlock 

media security cases only after a patron has 

successfully checked the item out. This 

unlocking capability must support the 

commonly used brands of locking cases, 

including, but not limited to, One Time 

Cases. The AV unlocking capability must 

be integrated directly into the self-checkout 

process and prevent patrons from unlocking 

items that have not been checked out. 

 

 

 

  

29. System must be able to be managed 

remotely for updates, changes to 
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Specifications Available Vendor Comment 
configuration, etc. This remote 

administration application must have the 

ability to push changes to all stations 

without overwriting those settings that must 

remain distinct for each station. 

30. The system includes web-based or remote 

login monitoring and diagnostics.  
 

 

31. Reporting is customizable by the Library, is 

available in a wide variety of formats, and 

comes from a number of different sources, 

including security gates, self-checkout 

transactions, and staff circulation stations. 

 

 

32. Information available in the reporting 

module includes a number of different time 

ranges, successful checkouts, language 

selected, average number of items checked 

out, and more. 

 

 

33. Custom queries must be able to be 

generated by the Library. If a query is not 

available, the vendor must be able to 

program the query/report for an additional 

charge. 

 

 

 

 

4.6 Security Gates 

Specifications Available Vendor Comment 

1. Tag detection rate exceeds 98% in random 

orientation regardless of the number of tags 

and/or tag formats present in the gates’ 

field. 

 

 

2. Security gate pedestals operate with the 

library’s network or circulation system and 

alarm as soon as an improperly checked out 

item passes through. 

 

 

3. Pedestals have the option to remotely access 

patron counter stats and reset to zero via an 

Ethernet connection to the library’s 

network. 

 

 

4. Security gate pedestals possess both visual 

and audible alarms. 
 

 

5. Security gate pedestals must conform to 

ADA requirements for door openings. 
 

 

6. Vendor can offer multiple gate 

configurations for installation purposes, 

including directly into flooring or into 

portable base plates. 

 

 

7. Security gate pedestals must be capable of 

collecting item ID information for those 

items that have security that has not been 

deactivated. 
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Specifications Available Vendor Comment 

8. Security gate pedestals have a built-in 

patron counter. 
 

 

9. Security gate pedestals can perform bi-

directional patron counting. 
 

 

10. Vendor offers accompanying software with 

gates that allows the Library to monitor foot 

traffic, be alerted to security issues, and 

verify whether items have been checked out 

properly or not. 

 

 

 

 

4.7 Portable Inventory Reader 

Specifications Available Vendor Comment 

1. Reader features an anti-collision algorithm 

and be capable of reading no fewer than ten 

items of a thickness of ⅛” thick or more per 

second with 99% accuracy.  

 

 

2. Reader must be able to automatically save 

scanned item data for upload into the ILS’ 

inventory module without requiring a memory 

card to transfer data from the reader to a 

computer. 

 

 

3. System must be able to scan shelves by 

waving a wand along the base of book shelves 

without having to stop for each item. 
 

 

4. Handheld readers operate without cords 

and/or cables. 
 

 

5. Readers are able to search for specific item 

numbers, providing an audible alarm when the 

item has been detected and showing the item’s 

title on-screen. 

 

 

6. Design is ergonomically sound with the ability 

to reach book shelves in the library that are 90 

inches high with an average staff member 66 

inches tall. 

 

 

7. For ergonomic purposes, the handheld part of 

the reader will not weigh more than 1.50 lbs. 
 

 

8. Reader must be able to identify items with 

security disabled. 
 

 

9. Using a shelf-order list, the system must be 

capable of determining if an item is shelved 

outside of an acceptable range (outside of a 

hand’s width from its exact location). 

 

 

10. Reader offers data collection, security 

verification, search, shelving, sorting, and 

pulling capabilities and issue audible and 

visual tones for notification purposes.  

 

 

11. Diagnostic tools are built in for ease of use.                                                                                    
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4.8 Mobile RFID Tagging Station   

Specifications Available Vendor Comment 

1. Tagging carts/stations have an RFID reader, 

antenna, optical bar code scanner, small 

Windows laptop and battery. 
 

 

 

2. The system does not require any interface with 

the Library’s ILS. 
 

 

3. Staff will be able to track the number of items 

converted and utilize a weed-list to prevent 

conversion of items that are to be removed 

from the collection. 

 

 

4. System is capable of reading a barcode label 

on a single item and encoding a new RFID tag 

with the barcode information with 100% 

accuracy. 

 

 

5. Data storage does not rely on a memory card; 

rather, storage is limited only by the memory 

size of the laptop to which the reader is 

connected. 

 

 

6. The system must include an easily 

maneuverable case and battery. 
 

 

7. System must be able to turn on the security bit 

for each tag that is programmed. 
 

 

8. Tagging software is provided with this station 

and preloaded on the laptop. 
 

 

9. Tagging station must be available for lease.   

10. Tagging station must be able to operate using 

electrical power delivered from a wall outlet or 

from an external rechargeable battery. Include 

typical use time between battery recharges. 
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The following information applies ONLY 
 to an awarded Bidder/Respondent  

 

Certificate of Interested Parties (Form 1295) 

In 2015, the Texas Legislature adopted House Bill 1295, which added section 2252.908 of the Government 
Code. The law states that a governmental entity may not enter into certain contracts with a business entity 
unless the business entity submits a disclosure of interested parties to the governmental entity. The 
disclosure of interested parties will be submitted online via Form 1295 and must be submitted to the 
governmental entity prior to any signed contract and/or vote by the governing authority. 

The Filing Process: 
1. Prior to award by the City of Rowlett Council, your firm will be required to log in to the Texas Ethics 

Commission https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/whatsnew/elf_info_form1295.htm  and fill out the 
Electronic Filing Application.  

2. Once submitted, the system will generate an electronic Form 1295 displaying a “Certificate number”. 
Your firm must print, sign and notarize Form 1295.  

3. Within ten (10) business days from notification of pending award by the City of Rowlett Purchasing 
Agent, the completed Form 1295 must be submitted.  

4. Your firm will need to repeat this process and obtain a separate Form 1295 each time you 
enter into a new contract, renew a contract or make modifications and/or amendments to a 
City of Rowlett contract.   

Instructions and information are available at https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/tec/1295-Info.htm or you may call 
The Texas Ethics Commission at 512-463-5800. 

BY SIGNING ON “COMPLIANCE PAGE” YOUR FIRM AGREES TO ADHERE TO HB 1295 
REFERENCED ABOVE. 
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COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL AND STATE LAWS 
 

 

CERTIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY 

 

 

By submitting a bid or proposal in response to this solicitation, the bidder/proposer certifies that at the time of 

submission, he/she is not on the Federal Government’s list of suspended, ineligible, or debarred contractors. 

 

In the event of placement on the list between the time of bid/proposal submission and time of award, the 

bidder/proposer will notify the City of Rowlett Purchasing Agent.  Failure to do may result in terminating this 

contract for default. 

 

DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTED PARTIES 
 

By submitting a bid or proposal in response to this solicitation, the bidder/proposer agrees to comply with 

H.B. 1295, Government Code 2252.908. Bidder/proposer agrees to provide the City of Rowlett Purchasing 

Agent, and/or requesting department, the “Certificate of Interested Parties,” FORM 1295 as required, with in 

ten (10) business days from notification of award, renewal, amended or extended contract.  

Visit https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/whatsnew/elf_info_form1295.htm for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________ 
Authorized Signature 
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AGENDA DATE:  05/03/16 AGENDA ITEM:   3B 

 

TITLE 

Discuss status of Community Development Block Grant funding for Plan Year 2015 and allocation 

of funding for Plan Year 2016 (October 1, 2016 - September 30, 2017). (40 minutes) 

 

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE 

Marc Kurbansade, Director of Development Services 

 

SUMMARY 

The City of Rowlett is a recipient of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds from the 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The City of Rowlett is preparing its 

Annual Plan to submit to HUD in August and has conducted prior public meetings on April 18, 

2016, to solicit input from residents. These meetings were fairly well attended and feedback is 

incorporated into this staff report. 

 

The purpose of this Work Session is twofold: 

1) Discuss status of Plan Year 2015 funds 

2) Discuss allocation of Plan Year 2016 funds 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

On August 11, 2015, City staff transmitted its CDBG Annual Plan to HUD. The following allocation 

of funds by programs were included in this Annual Plan: 

 

 2015 Plan  
Allocation 

Project Description Amt (%) Amt ($) 

Housing Rehabilitation Program  32.5% $58,256 

Public Facilities – Improvements to Isaac 
Scruggs Park  

32.5% $58,255 

Public Services – Funding for Life Message, 
Honor Academy, Senior Citizen Transportation  

15% $26,887 

Administration – Administrative and Management 
costs 

20% $35,849 

Total Grant    $179,427 

 

Following the adoption of the Annual Plan, the City submitted a Substantial Amendment to 

reallocate funds. 

 

 



 2015 Plan  
Allocation 

Substantial Amendment 

Project Description Amt (%) Amt ($) 

Housing Rehabilitation Program  65% $116,628 

Public Facilities – Improvements to Isaac 
Scruggs Park  

0% $           0 

Public Services – Funding for Life Message, 
Honor Academy, Senior Citizen Transportation  

15% $  26,914 

Administration – Administrative and Management 
costs 

20% $  35,885 

Total Grant    $179,427 

 

At the end of Plan Year 2014 (October 1, 2014 – September 30, 2015), the CDBG still had funds 

remaining in the Housing Rehabilitation program that carried over to Plan Year 2015. These 2014 

funds combined with the 2015 funds amounted to $259,265. Year to date, we currently have 

$148,038 remaining in Housing Rehabilitiation.  

 

The Annual Plan for the next plan year is scheduled to be transmitted to HUD in August 2016. 

The available funds from HUD are identified to be $187,701, which places the City of Rowlett as 

the second lowest recipient of grant funds in the entire state of Texas.  

 

DISCUSSION 

As stated in the Background section of this report, the purpose of this meeting is to discuss both 

the 2015 Plan Year funds and the proposed allocation of 2016 funds. First, the Housing 

Rehabilitation program will be discussed for the current plan year. Next, the allocation of funds 

for the 2016 plan year will be discussed. 

 

Housing Rehabilitation Program (2015 Plan Year) 

The Housing Rehabilitation program is supported almost entirely by City staff funded out of the 

General Fund. The previous staff member that supported the program used approximately 75% 

of her time to administer the program. Based on total compensation (e.g., salary + benefits) of 

this staff member, the cost to the City’s General Fund was $72,767.  

 

In addition, 20% of CDBG grants is allocated to Administration of the program. This allocation is 

used to fund a consultant that handles all of the necessary reporting required of HUD. This 

allocation is $35,885 for this plan year. Assuming that one-half of this allocation is used for the 

housing rehabilitation program (the City has two programs—housing rehabilitation and public 

services), the administration expense is $17,942.  

 

In summary, it will cost approximately $90,709 to administer the $148,038 remaining in Housing 

Rehabilitiation. This equates to approximately 61-cents in administrative costs for every dollar 

spent in Housing Rehabilitation. 

 



With the departure of the staff member that administered the program and its overhead costs 

mentioned above, staff requests direction from City Council regarding the future of the housing 

rehabilitation program. The costs identified in each option are simply the overhead costs (both 

general fund and CDBG administrative funds) needed to run the housing rehabilitation program.  

 

Options include: 

 

1) Suspension of housing rehabilitation program for 4-6 months while new staff is hired and 

trained to administer the program. (Cost: approximately $91,000) 

2) Suspension of the housing rehabilitation program for 2-4 months while the City hires a 

consultant to administer the program. Please note that City staff has begun to research 

potential consultants and has yet to identify the availability of these resources. (Cost: 

approximately $100,000 - $125,000) 

3) Cessation of the housing rehabilitation program and reallocation of housing rehabilitation 

funds to a public services project. (Cost: approximately $25,000) 

 

Allocation of Funds (2016 Plan Year) 

The allocation of funds for the 2016 plan year (October 1, 2016 – September 30, 2017) will be 

discussed. This allocation will need to balance the impact on our community and staff resources 

required to administer the program. While the number of options is technically infinite, below is a 

list that captures the three most evident options:  

 

Option #1 

 2016 Plan  
Allocation 
(Proposed) 

Project Description Amt (%) Amt ($) 

Housing Rehabilitation Program  65% $122,006 

Public Facilities – Improvements to Isaac 
Scruggs Park or Downtown streets project 

0% $           0 

Public Services – Funding for Life Message, 
Honor Academy, Senior Citizen Transportation  

15% $  28,155 

Administration – Administrative and management 
costs 

20% $  37,540 

Total Grant     $187,701 

 

Option #1 simply allocates funding in the same manner as the prior plan year. The administrative 

cost for this option would be approximately $110,000 should internal staff be used, and $120,000-

$144,000 should consultants be used for housing rehabilitation implementation. 

  



Option #2 

 2016 Plan  
Allocation 
(Proposed) 

Project Description Amt (%) Amt ($) 

Housing Rehabilitation Program  0% $0 

Public Facilities – Improvements to Isaac 
Scruggs Park or Downtown streets project 

65% $122,006 

Public Services – Funding for Life Message, 
Honor Academy, Senior Citizen Transportation  

15% $28,155 

Administration – Administrative and management 
costs 

20% $37,540 

Total Grant  $187,701 

 

There are a number of public facilities projects that are possible under Option #2. It should be 

noted that due to the relatively low amount of the public facilities grant amount, it would most likely 

only fund a portion of a project. These include projects in the downtown neighborhoods of 

Southridge and Oliver’s Addition. These improvements would complement the existing Village of 

Rowlett and other downtown intiatives. The below intiatives would also complement the bond 

initiatives that were approved by the voters last year. Below are a list of possible improvements 

to be considered: 

 Water and sanitary sewer improvements in Southridge not funded by bonds 

 Alley improvements in Oliver’s Addition 

 Street connection between Village of Rowlett and Skyline Drive for both vehicular and 

pedestrian connectivity. 

 

The administrative cost for this option would be approximately $45,000, using internal staff and 

our CDBG consultant. 

 

Option #3 

 2016 Plan  
Allocation 
(Proposed) 

Project Description Amt (%) Amt ($) 

Housing Rehabilitation Program  32.5% $  61,002 

Public Facilities – Improvements to Isaac 
Scruggs Park or Downtown streets project 

32.5% $  61,003 

Public Services – Funding for Life Message, 
Honor Academy, Senior Citizen Transportation  

15% $  28,155 

Administration – Administrative and management 
costs 

20% $  37,540 

Total Grant     $187,701 

 

Option #3 is simply an equal fund allocation between housing rehabilitation and public facilities, 

with the public services funds being the same allocation as the prior year. The administrative cost 



for this option would be approximately $118,000 should internal staff be used, and $128,000-

$156,000 should consultants be used for housing rehabilitation implementation. 

 

As can be seen in the above options, staff is still proposing to allocate the public services in the 

same fashion as last year. The specific breakdown would be as follows: 

 Life Message - $11,578 

 Honor Academy - $11,577 

 Senior Citizen Transportation - $5,000 

 

Staff is requesting that City Council provide direction for Plan Year 2015 funds as well as 

allocation of 2016 funds. 

 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

Provide direction to staff regarding allocation of Plan Year 2015 and Plan Year 2016 funds. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

N/A 



AGENDA DATE:  05/03/16 AGENDA ITEM:   3C 

 

TITLE 

Discuss the Martha Lane Water Tower status. (10 minutes) 

 

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE 

Jim Proce, Assistant City Manager 

Noel Thompson, Interim Public Works Director 

 

SUMMARY 

Staff will present the latest strategy and plan for the Martha Lane Water Tower that was damaged 

in the December 26, 2015 EF-4 tornado. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

On December 26, 2015, the City of Rowlett was struck by an EF-4 tornado that damaged or 

affected over 1,100 homes, public infrastructure, and the Martha Lane water tower.  Since the 

initial impacts, staff has explored the multiple options with regard to the outcome and plan for the 

tower going forward. Several consultants, the Texas Department of Emergency Management, 

FEMA, TML, and staff have reviewed the tower and its condition and a final recommendation is 

forthcoming. The purpose of this item is to provide an update on the status of this analysis. 

 

DISCUSSION 

In the determination of the final plan for the water tower, several concerns were being considered 

that included: 

 

 Potential FEMA reimbursement 

 TML insurance coverage 

 Method of repair or disposition 

 Effect on the system with or without the facility 

 Safety of the general public in the vicinity 

 Maximizing the benefit to the City/Utility 

 

In the analysis, these concerns weighed heavily in making sure that the maximum reimbursement 

was attained. At the time of publishing, staff was awaiting confirmation from TML. 

 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

The financial implications were pending at the time of publishing.  

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

The item is for information only. 

 



AGENDA DATE:  05/03/16 AGENDA ITEM:   3D 

 

TITLE 

Discuss approving and ratifying an emergency construction contract with TRI-CON Services in 

the amount not to exceed $593,081.00 for the 36 inch gravity sanitary sewer line repair and 

replacement.  

 

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE 

Noel Thompson, Interim Director of Public Works 

Walter Allison, City Engineer 

 

SUMMARY 

City staff has found a 36 inch gravity sanitary sewer line near Rowlett Creek that is severely 

corroded and deteriorated allowing inflow and infiltration from storm water. The purpose of this 

item is to approve and ratify an emergency construction contract to replace 922 linear feet of this 

line. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

During the last several months, the City has encountered a few circumstances where the sewer 

inflows and infiltration appeared to be higher than normal resulting in higher bills from Garland for 

sewer treatment.  The first circumstance was noted during the rains in May 2015.  Once the rain 

subsided, the flows returned to a level which was more in line with historical trends. This anomaly 

reocurred when we encountered rainfalls in the fall of 2015.  When there is an increase in rainfall, 

we expect an increase in inflows and infiltration resulting in spikes in the sewer treatment flow 

volume. These higher inflows are caused by stormwater leaking into the sanitary sewer system 

and is the bane of all such systems. 

 

In the early winter of 2016, we encountered a similar occurrence.  However, this caused a concern 

from City staff because when the rainfalls slowed, we did not see the level reduce back to 

historical trends as we would have otherwise anticipated. As a result, we conducted an immediate 

review and investigation of possible breaches in the system to determine the cause of what 

appeared to be a constant flow of sewer, which was abnormally high. 

 

During the investigation, staff had found several instances of infiltration which have been 

determined to contribute to these inflows. This included manholes that were found with the covers 

removed, thus taking water from the Muddy Creek and Schrade Road ditch.  These locations 

have been secured and future improvements are planned to prevent reocurrence of inflows. 

 

In addition, on April 7, public works staff discovered holes and openings in a 36 inch gravity 

sanitary sewer on the east side of Rowlett Creek and west of Dexham Road.  There is an urgency 

 



to getting this addressed immediately since the unanticipated costs for the ongoing treatment of 

these additional flows has exceeded budgeted amounts for sewer treatment and may be as much 

as $200,000-$250,000 above average in excess months. Immediate health and safety concerns 

were addressed with the installation of the bypass system on April 15. 

 

 
36 Inch Sanitary Sewer Location East of Rowlett Creek 

 

Further inspection of the pipe revealed several areas of holes and corrosion, thus,staff requested 

TRI-CON Services clear the sewer easement area and develop access from Dexham westerly to 

Rowlett Creek.  

 
Hand Clearing of 36 Inch Sanitary Sewer East of Rowlett Creek 



 
Manual and Equipment Clearing of 36 Inch Sanitary Sewer of Rowlett Creek 

 

Access was needed to the vault and manholes located on the east side of Rowlett Creek prior to 

the siphon crossings of Rowlett Creek. A temporary access road was established the week of 

April 11. 

Development of Temporary Access Road to Rowlett Creek 

 

A pump bypass system was developed to alleviate immediate health and safety concerns and to 

provide access to the 36 inch sewer line for a camera inspection. The pump bypass was 

established April 15. 

 



 
Pump Bypass System for the Length of 1000 Feet Adjacent to the 36 Inch Sanitary Sewer Line 

 

Camera inspection was performed on April 15 and 16. Based upon the camera inspection and 

field inspections, staff determined that the sewer contains numerous holes and openings and is 

severely corroded over a length of approximately 250 feet. In addition, the camera inspection 

revealed corrosion build-up in much of the 630 feet inspected. The remaining 292 feet could not 

be inspected with camera due to severe debris and deteriorated conditions. 

Pipe Corrosion Along 250 Feet of the 36 Inch Sanitary Sewer Line 



 
Holes in the 36 Inch Sanitary Sewer Line 

 

Considering the immediate health and safety concerns with exposure of sewage flows and the 

deteriorated condition of the sewer, staff pursued immediate replacement of 922 linear feet of the 

sewer as an emergency purchase. On April 20, 2016, the City contracted with TRI-CON Services 

for immediate replacement of the deteriorated sewer. 

 

All of the City’s sanitary sewer is conveyed to the City of Garland for treatment. There is a 

concentration of sewer lines at Rowlett Creek prior to conveyance under Rowlett Creek to flow 

meter(s) prior to the Garland treatment plant. This 36 inch sewer is one such primary line for 

conveyance of sewer to the Garland treatment plant.  

 

Grantham and Associates has developed a model of the City’s sanitary sewer system and 

identified several key lift station and line projects. A sewer capital improvement program was 

developed to address insufficient capacity and/or aging infrastructure in need of replacement. A 

project for Miscellaneous Sanitary Sewer Line Repair and Replacement was included in the 

Capital Improvement Program. 

 

DISCUSSION 

The deteriorated 36 inch sanitary sewer line west of Rowlett Creek and east of Dexham is a vital 

conveyance line for those areas in the south and southwest portions of the City. The deteriorated 

condition of the 40 year old sewer line and concerns with exposure of sewer flows is an immediate 

health and safety issue as well as long term concern for continued use of the existing line. The 

immediate health and safety concerns were addressed with the installation of the bypass system 

on April 15. The bypass system leads to a financial concern however, as this bypass system is 

operating at an estimated cost of $5,000 per day. Thus, time is of the essence and the services 

of TRI-CON Services were utilized to immediately replace the deteriorated 922 feet of sanitary 

sewer line west of Rowlett Creek. 

 

While the cost of this particular item is nearly $600,000, Council needs to be aware that the excess 

costs associated with sewer treatment above historical trends is well over one million dollars. At 



this time, the bypass is expected to limit that continuing cost but time is of the essence to complete 

the replacement to avoid the ongoing cost associated with the bypass system. 

 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

Funding in the amount of $593,081.00 is available in the Capital Project Fund budgeted for 

Miscellaneous Sanitary Sewer Line Repair and Replacement Project (SS1102).  

 

Project Code 
Account or 

Project Title 

Budget 

Amount 

Proposed 

Amount 

SS1102 

Miscellaneous Sanitary 

Sewer Line Repair and 

Replacement 

$612,095.00 $593,081.00 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

Staff recommends City Council consider a resolution accepting the proposal and awarding a 

contract to TRI-CON Services in the amount of $593,081.00 for the 36 inch Gravity Sanitary 

Sewer Replacement and authorizing the Mayor to execute the necessary documents for said 

services.  This item is on the Consent Agenda for this meeting. 



AGENDA DATE:  05/03/16 AGENDA ITEM:   5A 

 

TITLE 

Presentation of proclamation to Purple Heart Recipient, PFC Francis James Cameron, Jr. 

 

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE 

Brian Funderburk, City Manager 

 

SUMMARY 

The Purple Heart is a United States military decoration awarded in the name of the President to 

those wounded or killed while serving, on or after April 5, 1917, with the U. S. military.  The Purple 

Heart is the oldest military award still given to U.S. military members. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

It is one of the most recognized and respected medals awarded to members of the U.S. armed 

forces. Introduced as the “Badge of Military Merit” by General George Washington in 1782, the 

Purple Heart is also the nation’s oldest military award. In military terms, the award had “broken 

service,” as it was ignored for nearly 150 years until it was re-introduced on February 22, 1932, 

on the 200th anniversary of George Washington’s birth. The medal’s plain inscription “FOR 

MILITARY MERIT” barely expresses its significance. 

 

On May 28, 1932, 137 World War I veterans were conferred their Purple Hearts at Temple Hill, in 

New Windsor, NY. Temple Hill was the site of the New Windsor Cantonment, which was the final 

encampment of the Continental Army in the winter of 1782-1783. Today, the National Purple Heart 

continues the tradition begun in 1932, of honoring those who have earned the designation. 

 

Today we recognize and honor U.S. Army PFC Francis James Cameron, Jr., for his service.  

During the Korean War, he was seriously wounded in action by a missile on July 21, 1950, and 

transported to Tokyo Army Hospital where he was treated and released to return to active duty. 

 

PFC Cameron has also been awarded the National Defense Service Medal, the United Nations 

Service Medal, the Republic of Korea War Service Medal and several other awards for his service. 

 

 

 



     

 

PURPLE HEART RECIPIENT  
PFC FRANCIS JAMES CAMERON, JR. 

 
WHEREAS, the bravery, honor, courage and commitment of our soldiers, 

sailors, and other military personnel stand at an unparalleled level and we thank 
God for their unwavering dedication to this country we call home; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Purple Heart is the oldest military decoration still in 

present use and was initially created by George Washington in 1782, as the 
“Badge of Military Merit”; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Purple Heart is specifically a combat decoration awarded 

to any member of the United States Armed Services wounded or killed in combat 
with a declared enemy of the United States; and,   

 
WHEREAS, today we recognize and honor U.S. Army PFC Francis James 

Cameron, Jr., for his service.  PFC Cameron began his service on December 30, 
1948 in Dearborn, Michigan.  While in Taejon, South Korea during the Korean 
War, he was seriously wounded in action by a missile on July 21, 1950 and 
transported to Tokyo Army Hospital where he was treated and later released to 
return to active duty; and, 

 
WHEREAS, PFC Cameron was awarded the National Defense Service 

Medal, the United Nations Service Medal, the Republic of Korea War Service 
Medal, and several other awards for his service. 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Todd W. Gottel, Mayor of the City of Rowlett, 

Texas, and on behalf of the City Council, do hereby extend sincere appreciation 
and gratefulness to U.S. Army PFC Francis James Cameron, Jr. for his devotion 
and commitment to duty.  



AGENDA DATE:  05/03/16 AGENDA ITEM:  5B 

 

TITLE 

Presentation of proclamation recognizing the month of May, 2016 as National Motorcycle 

Awareness Month. 

 

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE 

W.M. Brodnax, Chief of Police 

 

SUMMARY 

The purpose of this item is to proclaim the month of May, 2016 as National Motorcycle Awareness 

Month. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

N/A 

 

DISCUSSION 

This proclamation is to inform riders and motorists on motorcycle safety issues to reduce 

motorcycle related risks, injuries and fatalities. 

 

ATTACHMENT 

Proclamation 

 



MOTORCYCLE SAFETY AWARENESS MONTH 
 

WHEREAS, today’s society is finding more citizens involved in motorcycling on 

the roads of our country; and   

 

WHEREAS, motorcyclists are roughly unprotected and more prone to injury or 

death in a crash than other vehicle drivers; and 

 

WHEREAS, campaigns have helped inform riders and motorists alike on 

motorcycle safety issues to reduce motorcycle related risks, injuries, and most of all 

fatalities, through a comprehensive approach to motorcycle safety; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of all who put themselves behind the wheel to 

become aware of motorcyclists, regarding them with the same respect as any other 

vehicle traveling the highways of this country; and it is the responsibility of riders and 

motorists alike to obey all traffic laws and safety rules; and 

 

WHEREAS, urging all citizens of our community to become aware of the 

inherent danger involved in operating a motorcycle and gives the operator the respect 

on the road they deserve. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Todd W. Gottel, Mayor of the City of Rowlett, Texas, and 

on behalf of the City Council, do hereby proclaim the month of May, 2016, as  

 
MOTORCYCLE SAFETY AWARENESS MONTH 

 

in the City of Rowlett, and urge all residents to do their part to increase safety and 
awareness in our community.   



AGENDA DATE:  05/03/16 AGENDA ITEM:   5C 

 

TITLE 

Presentation of proclamation recognizing the week of May 15-21, 2016, as National Police Week. 

 

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE 

W.M. Brodnax, Chief of Police 

 

SUMMARY 

The purpose of this item is to proclaim National Police Week as May 15-21, 2016. 

 

BACKGROUND IN FORMATION 

National Police Week has been recognized in the United States since 1962.  It is through this 

program that the nation can be alerted to the dangers of police work and to the dedication of the 

men and women that serve in this occupation.  Recognizing law enforcement personnel during 

this time each year also brings attention to the surviving family members of slain officers and to 

the National Police Officers Memorial, which is located in Washington, DC and funded through 

private donations as well as through tax dollars. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Each year, during this week, the names of law enforcement personnel who were killed in the line 

of duty are engraved on the National Police Officers Memorial.  National Police Week is a way of 

bringing to the community’s attention the dedication and commitment of the employees of the 

Rowlet Police Department so that citizens are acutely aware that they serve because they are 

proud to do so.  It is an honor to recognize their service to the community by declaring the week 

of May 15-21, 2016, as National Police Week.   

 

Additionally, please join us in honoring those who have made the ultimate sacrifice by honoring 

them on Peace Officers Memorial Day on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, by remembering them in your 

thoughts and prayers. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Proclamation 

 



NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 
PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL DAY 

 

WHEREAS, Congress and President of the United States have designated May 

15 as National Peace Officers’ Memorial Day, and the week in which May 15 falls as 

National Police week; and 

 

WHEREAS, the members of the Police Department of the City of Rowlett play an 

essential role in safeguarding the rights and freedoms of Rowlett; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is important that all citizens know and understand the duties, 

responsibilities, hazards, and sacrifices of their Police Department, and that members of 

our Police Department recognize their duty to serve the people by safeguarding life and 

property, by protecting them against violence and disorder, and by protecting the 

innocent against deception and the weak against oppression; and  

 

WHEREAS, the men and women of the City of Rowlett Police Department 

unceasingly provide a vital public service;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Todd W. Gottel, Mayor of the City of Rowlett, call upon 

all citizens of Rowlett and upon all patriotic, civic and educational organizations to 

observe the week of May 15-21, 2016 as   

 
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

 

With appropriate ceremonies and observances in which all of our people may join in 
commemorating law enforcement officers, past and present, who, by their faithful 
and loyal devotion to their responsibilities, have rendered a dedicated service to their 
communities and, in so doing, have established for themselves an enviable and 
enduring reputation for preserving the rights and security of all citizens.  I further call 
upon all citizens of Rowlett to observe Tuesday, May 17, 2016 as  

 
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

 
In honor of those law enforcement officers who, through their courageous deeds, 
have made the ultimate sacrifice in service to their community or have become 
disabled in the performance of duty, and let us recognize and pay respect to the 
survivors of our fallen heroes.  



AGENDA DATE:  05/03/16 AGENDA ITEM:  5D 

 

TITLE 

Presentation of proclamation recognizing the week of May 1-7, 2016, as Rowlett Detention 

Officers Week. 

 

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE 

Mike Brodnax, Chief of Police 

 

SUMMARY 

The purpose of this item is to proclaim National Detention Officers Week as May 1-7, 2016. 

 

DISCUSSION 

National Detention Officer Week is May 1-7, 2016.  During this time, the Police Department is 

proud to celebrate and recognize the excellence in service provided by our distinguished 

coworkers who serve as detention officers.  

 

Few citizens fully understand how demanding the work of a Detention Officer is.  It requires due 

diligence and dedication, qualities that our Detention Officers routinely evidence as they tackle 

the challenges and opportunities presented daily in the management of the inmate population. 

Our Detention Officers consistently muster a can-do commitment to their work, creating and 

sustaining a safe workplace, making the best use of available resources, being an important part 

of the Criminal Justice System, and striving for excellence in everything that they do.  There is 

not a day at the Department that our correctional officers do not make a difference in the level of 

quality policing evident in the City of Rowlett.     

 

The Rowlett Detention Facility is staffed by dedicated, well trained Detention Officers who are 

tasked with providing for the supervision and security of inmates 24 hours per day.  Our Detention 

Facility, like any similar facility, does carry a level of risk inherent in its daily operation.  

Although they perform their duties outside of direct public view, they are dedicated to providing 

the best possible service they can to the community in an environment that can quickly turn 

dangerous. 

 

National Detention Officers Week is a time to recognize the men and women who work each day 

in jails, detention facilities and prisons maintaining security and safe guarding our community.   

Please take time out of your day during the week of May 1-7, 2016, to thank those men and 

women who form the ranks of our Detention Officers for the job that they do day in and day out. 

 

ATTACHMENT 

Proclamation 

 



ROWLETT DETENTION OFFICERS WEEK 
 

WHEREAS, no group of Americans has a more difficult or less publicly visible 

job than the brave men and women who work in our detention facilities.  These officers 

are entrusted with the difficult and often dangerous assignment of ensuring the custody, 

safety and well-being of the inmates in our municipal jail.  Their positions are essential 

to the day-to-day operations of the Police Department and without them it would be 

impossible to achieve the foremost institutional goals of security and control; and  

 

WHEREAS, Detention Officers must protect inmates from violence from fellow 

prisoners, while maintaining the security of the facility and the safety of the community; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, in recent years, the duties of these officers have become 

increasingly complex and demanding as they are called upon to fill simultaneously, 

custodial, supervisory and counseling roles.  The professionalism, dedication and 

courage exhibited by these officers throughout the performance of these demanding 

and often conflicting roles deserving of our utmost respect; and 

 

WHEREAS, the important work of Detention Officers often does not receive the 

recognition it deserves.  It is important that the general public know and appreciate the 

capable handling of the physical and emotional demands made upon them daily, their 

profession requiring careful and constant vigilance with the threat of violence always 

present; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that we honor our Detention Officers for their 

invaluable contributions, their consistent and dedicated commitment to society and for 

their many contributions and accomplishments made by these men and women who are 

a vital component of law enforcement. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Todd W. Gottel, Mayor of the City of Rowlett, do hereby 

proclaim the week of May 1-7, 2016, as  

 
ROWLETT DETENTION OFFICERS WEEK 

 

in the City of Rowlett and encourage all residents to join the City Council in 
recognizing not only the outstanding Detention Officers of Rowlett, but detention and 
correctional officers throughout the Nation who dedicate their professional lives to 
the security of their communities.   



AGENDA DATE:  05/03/16 AGENDA ITEM:  5E 

 

TITLE 

Update from the City Council and Management:  Financial Position, Major Projects, Operational 

Issues, Upcoming Dates of Interest and Items of Community Interest.   

 

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE 

Brian Funderburk, City Manager 

 

 



AGENDA DATE:  04/19/16 AGENDA ITEM:  7A  

 

TITLE 

Consider action to approve minutes from the April 19, 2016 City Council Regular Meeting. 

 

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE 

Laura Hallmark, City Secretary 

 

SUMMARY 

Section 551.021 of the Government Code provides as follows: 

 

(a) A governmental body shall prepare and keep minutes or make a tape recording of 

each open meeting of the body. 

 

(b) The minutes must: 

(1) state the subject of each deliberation; and  

(2) indicate each vote, order, decisions or other action taken. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

Move to approve, amend or correct the minutes for the April 19, 2016 City Council Regular 

Meeting. 

 

ATTACHMENT 

04-19-16 City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Present: Mayor Gottel, Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Dana-Bashian, Councilmember Pankratz, 

Councilmember van Bloemendaal, Councilmember Bobbitt, and 

Councilmember Sheffield 

 

Absent: Mayor Pro Tem Gallops 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Gottel called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. 

 

2. EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 
2A. The City Council shall convene into executive session pursuant to theTexas Government Code, 

§551.074 (Personnel) to deliberate on the evaluation and duties of the City Secretary.   (30 

minutes) (THIS ITEM WILL BE DISCUSSED FOLLOWING THE REGULAR PORTION OF THE 

MEETING) 

 
 In at 6:34 p.m.  Out at 7:21 p.m. 

 Council took a short break at 7:21 p.m. and reconvened at 7:24 p.m. 

 
3. WORK SESSION (6:30 P.M.) * Times listed are approximate. 

 

3A. Joint Work Session of Board of Adjustment and City Council. (45 minutes) 

 

 This item has been rescheduled for an upcoming date. 

 

3B. Discuss July 4th Celebration for 2016.  (15 minutes) 

 

 Angela Smith, Director of Parks and Recreation, provided an overview of the Fireworks on Main 

event with the announcement of headlining entertainment – Exile. 

 

City Council 

City of Rowlett 

Meeting Minutes 

4000 Main Street 
Rowlett, TX 75088 
www.rowlett.com 

City of Rowlett City Council meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability.  If you 
require special assistance, please contact the City Secretary at 972-412-6115 or write 4000 Main 

Street, Rowlett, Texas, 75088, at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting. 
 
 

 

As authorized by Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code, this meeting may be 
convened into closed Executive Session for the purpose of seeking confidential legal advice from 
the City Attorney on any agenda item herein. 

The City of Rowlett reserves the right to reconvene, recess or realign the Regular Session or 

called Executive Session or order of business at any time prior to adjournment. 

 

Tuesday, April 19,  2016 
 

 

6:30 P.M. 
 

Municipal Building – 4000 Main Street 



4. DISCUSS CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

 

Council took a short break at 7:39 p.m.   

 

CONVENE INTO THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS (7:30 P.M.)* 

 

 Council reconvened at 7:43 p.m. 

 

 INVOCATION – Councilmember Pankratz 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

TEXAS PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Led by the City Council 

 

5. PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 

 

5A. Presentation of proclamation recognizing the week of April 25-29, as Administrative Professional’s 

Week. 

 

Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Dana-Bashian presented the proclamation to Evette Whitehead – 

Executive Assistant to the City Manager, Denise Gomez – Administrative Assistant for Finance, 

Julie Ward – Administrative Services Manager for Fire, Dawn Smith – Administrative Services 

Manager for Police, and Shelley Monroe – Sr. Administrative Assistant for Parks. 

 

5B. Presentation of donation to Life Message from Spirit Outfitters. 
 

 This item has been rescheduled for a future date. 

 

5C. Proclamation for the members and agencies of the Public Works Emergency Response Team for 

their part in the mutual aid response to the December 26, 2015 EF-4 tornado. 

 

Councilmember Pankratz presented the proclamation to Jim Proce – Assistant City Manager, 

Ronnie Bates – Public Works Director, City of Allen, and Noel Thompson – Interim Director of 

Public Works, City of Rowlett. 

 

5D. Update from the City Council and Management:  Financial Position, Major Projects, Operational 

Issues, Upcoming Dates of Interest and Items of Community Interest. 

 

Mayor Gottel announced the following: 

COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 NEXT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETINGS WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, MAY 3RD AND 
17TH  
 

P & Z MEETINGS 

 MEETINGS WILL BE HELD ON THE APRIL 26TH, MAY 10TH AND 24TH IN THE CITY 
HALL CONFERENCE ROOM AT 6:30PM  

 
EARLY VOTING STARTS IN APRIL 

 FIRST DAY - MONDAY, APRIL 25TH @ 8AM IN THE ANNEX BUILDING 

 LAST DAY – TUESDAY, MAY 3RD 



 ELECTION DAY – SATURDAY, MAY 7TH, 7AM TO 7PM 

 CHECK THE CITY’S FRONT PAGE ON THE WEBSITE FOR THE PROPOSED 
CHARTER AMENDMENTS 

 
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION NOW OFFERING LOW-INTEREST DISASTER 

LOANS! 

 THE DALLAS/ROCKWALL COUNTY DISASTER LOAN OUTREACH CENTER WILL 
STAY OPEN UNTIL THURSDAY, APRIL 21ST 

 SBA REPRESENTATIVES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO HELP INDIVIDUALS, FROM 9AM 
TO 6PM @ CHURCH IN THE CITY RELIEF CENTER; LOCATED AT 6005 DALROCK 
RD THROUGH THIS THURSDAY 

 SBA REPRESENTATIVES ARE ON HAND NOW AT THE OUTREACH CENTER TO 
ANSWER QUESTIONS ABOUT THE DISASTER LOAN PROGRAM, EXPLAIN THE 
APPLICATION PROCESS AND HELP EACH INDIVIDUAL COMPLETE THEIR 
APPLICATION. 

 THE DEADLINE TO APPLY FOR PROPERTY DAMAGE LOANS IS MAY 31, 2016 

 THE DEADLINE TO APPLY FOR ECONOMIC INJURY LOANS IS DECENBER 29, 2016 

 YOU MAY ALSO CALL 800-659-2955 

 EMAIL DISASTERCUSTOMERSERVICE@SBA.GOV OR 
ROWLETTOEM@ROWLETT.COM 

 
CERT PRESENTS “THE ROWLETT PREPARE FAIR” 

 SATURDAY, APRIL 23RD FROM 10AM TO 2PM 

 HELD AT THE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH LOCATED AT 4405 MAIN 
STREET 

 OVER 25 FIRST RESPONDERS, EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AGENCIES AND 
LOCAL COMPANIES TO FURTHER EDUCATE AND PREPARE CITIZENS IN THE 
EVENT OF DISASTERS 

 FREE TO THE PUBLIC AND SUITABLE FOR ALL AGES 

 LUNCH AND SNACKS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE AT THE EVENT 

 FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT CHRIS PAUL – CERT PUBLIC INFORMATION 
OFFICER @ WI5Y@arrl.net OR 972-979-8754 

 
REBUILD ROWLETT “GO FUND ME” AND “PAYPAL” ACCOUNTS 

 THE ROWLETT CHAMBER FOUNDATION, A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION, 
STARTED REBUILD ROWLETT GO FUND ME AND PAYPAL ACCOUNTS 

 MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO HELP ROWLETT RESIDENTS REBUILD 
THEIR LIVES AND HOMES 

 WWW.GOFUNDME.COM/REBUILDROWLETT 

 PAYPAL – WWW.REBUILDROWLETT.ORG  
 
ROWLETT LIBRARY 

 THE LIFE-CHANGING MAGIC OF SPRING CLEANING 
 SATURDAY, APRIL 23RD, 2PM AT THE LIBRARY 

 
PARKS AND RECREATION 

 KIDFISH 
 SATURDAY, APRIL 23RD FROM 9AM TO 12PM @ COMMUNITY PARK, 8500 

ANDREWS  

 CARDBOARD BOAT REGATTA 
 SATURDAY, APRIL 23RD STARTING AT 1:30PM @ COMMUNITY PARK, 8500 

ANDREWS 
  

mailto:DISASTERCUSTOMERSERVICE@SBA.GOV
mailto:ROWLETTOEM@ROWLETT.COM
mailto:WI5Y@arrl.net
http://www.gofundme.com/REBUILDROWLETT
http://www.rebuildrowlett.org/


 NATIONAL PRESCRIPTION TAKE BACK DAY 
 SATURDAY, APRIL 30TH FROM 10AM – 2PM @ RCC 

 
SENIOR EVENTS 

 SENIOR TRIP – WINSTAR CASINO – WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20TH 8AM – 5PM 
 
ANIMAL SHELTER 

 LOW COST VACCINE CLINIC AT ANIMAL SHELTER – SATURDAY, MAY 21ST, 1 – 3PM 

 LOCATED AT 4402 INDUSTRIAL ST. 

 SHELTER IS OPEN MONDAY – SATURDAY, 10AM – 5PM 
 

6. CITIZENS’ INPUT 

 

There were no speakers. 

 

7. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

7A. Consider action to approve minutes from the April 5, 2016 City Council Regular Meeting. 

 

This item was approved on the Consent Agenda. 

 

7B. Consider action to approve a resolution directing Oncor Electric Delivery Company, LLC to file 

certain information with the City of Rowlett and ratifying the hiring of legal counsel and consultants. 

 

This item was approved as RES-059-16 on the Consent Agenda.  

 

Passed the Consent Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Sheffield, seconded by Councilmember Pankratz, 

including all the preceding items marked as having been approved on the Consent 

Agenda.  The motion carried with a unanimous vote of those members present.  

 

8. ITEMS FOR INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION 

 

8A. Conduct a public hearing and consider continuing Chapter 34, Article III, Sections 34-61 through 

34-65 of the Code of Ordinances regarding the Juvenile Curfew Ordinance. 

 

Mike Brodnax, Police Chief, presented the information for this item. The public hearing opened 

and closed with no speakers. 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Dana-Bashian, seconded by 

Councilmember Pankratz, to approve the item as presented.  The motion carried with a 

unanimous vote of those members present.  This item was approved as ORD-017-16. 

 

8B. Conduct a public hearing and consider an ordinance to amend previously approved Planned 

Development (PD) Ordinance 11-6-84 to allow for a modification to “Area 4” to allow detached 

single family homes in addition to the previously approved attached townhomes. The subject 

properties are located on Cousteau Drive, north side of Calypso Drive and Harbor Drive, further 



described as being Block A, Lots 1A-7B, Block B, Lots 1A-14B, and Block C, Lots 16A-17B, of 

the Peninsula 3A Addition, City of Rowlett, Dallas County, Texas. 

 

 Garrett Langford, Principal Planner, presented the information for this item.  The public hearing 

opened and closed with one speaker: Alan Cutter, 7601 Calypso Drive, Rowlett, who spoke in 

favor of this item. 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Sheffield, seconded by Councilmember Pankratz, 

to approve the item as presented. The motion carried with a unanimous vote of those 

members present. This item was approved as ORD-018-16. 

 

8C. Conduct a public hearing and take appropriate action on a request for a rezoning from a Form-

Based New Neighborhood Zoning District to a Planned Development (PD) with underlying Single 

Family-5 (SF-5) and Single Family-7 (SF-7) base zoning districts. The subject properties are 

located at 3621, 3713, 3717, and 3937 Hickox Road, further described as 34.15 +/- acres of land 

situated in the Reason Crist Survey, Abstract No. 225, City of Rowlett, Dallas County, Texas. 

 

Marc Kurbansade, Director of Development Services, presented the information for this item. 

Jerry Silo, representative for the applicant, presented additional information.  Council discussion 

regarding housing types, green space, Realize Rowlett 2020, Form-Based code, and 

development throughout the City.  The public hearing opened and closed with no speakers.  

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Sheffield, seconded by Councilmember Pankratz, 

to deny the item as presented. The motion failed with a vote of 3 in favor (Sheffield, Dana-

Bashian, Pankratz) and 3 opposed (van Bloemendaal, Bobbitt, Gottel). 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember van Bloemendaal, seconded by Councilmember 

Bobbitt, to approve the item as presented. The motion failed with a vote of 3 in favor (van 

Bloemendaal, Bobbitt, Gottel) and 3 opposed (Sheffield, Dana-Bashian, Pankratz). 

 

8D. Consider action to approve a resolution for a Development Agreement between the City of 

Rowlett, Texas and Homestead Liberty Grove Home Owners Association, LLC, for the purposes 

of maintenance of neighborhood common spaces within the Homestead at Liberty Grove New 

Neighborhood Development. 

 

Marc Kurbansade, Director of Development Services, presented the information for this item. 

William Gietema, developer, presented additional information. 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Pankratz, seconded by Deputy Mayor Pro Tem 

Dana-Bashian, to approve the item as presented. The motion carried with a vote of 5 in 

favor and 1 opposed (van Bloemendaal). This item was approved as RES-060-16. 

 

TAKE ANY NECESSARY OR APPROPRIATE ACTION ON CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION 

MATTERS 

 

No action taken. 

 



9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mayor Gottel adjourned the meeting at 10:34 p.m. 
 



AGENDA DATE:  05/03/16 AGENDA ITEM:  7B 

 

TITLE 

Consider action to approve a resolution entering into an Interlocal Agreement with the City of 

University Park, which will allow both cities to cooperatively purchase goods and services under 

each other's competitively bid contracts. 

 

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE 

Vicki Alfaro, Purchasing Agent 

 

SUMMARY 

This item is to establish an Interlocal Agreement between the City of Rowlett and the City of 

University Park for cooperative purchasing of goods and services.  Recently, Elizabeth Anderson, 

who is the Purchasing Manager with the City of University Park requested that the City of 

University Park be allowed to cooperatively purchase utilizing the disaster debris removal and 

disaster debris monitoring contracts with the City of Rowlett; therefore, City staff is requesting an 

Interlocal Agreement be established for this purpose.  

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Texas Local Government Code provides the opportunity for governmental entities to participate 

in Cooperative Purchasing Programs with each other as stated below. The City of Rowlett 

currently has thirty-five (35) Interlocal Agreements established with other governmental entities.  

 

DISCUSSION 

Section 271.102, Texas Local Government Code, authorizes a local government to participate in 

a Cooperative Purchasing Program with another local government or a local cooperative 

organization, and such process satisfies the state law competitive bid requirements.  Chapter 791 

of the Texas Government Code also authorizes respective governing bodies and officials in 

accordance with the “Interlocal Cooperation Act” to participate in a Cooperative Purchasing 

Program with another government entity, and such process satisfies the state law competitive bid 

requirements.   

 

The adoption of the above stated resolution will allow both parties, the City of Rowlett and the 

City of University Park, to purchase goods and services under each other's competitively bid 

contracts pursuant to Subchapter F, Chapter 271 of the Texas Local Government Code and 

Chapter 791 of the Texas Government Code.  There is no fee involved for the Interlocal 

Agreement. 

 

The City Manager or designee for each party is authorized to act on behalf of the respective party 

in all matters relating to this cooperative purchasing program.  Each party shall make payments 

 



to the other party or directly to the vendor under the contract made pursuant to Subchapter F, 

Chapter 271 of the Texas Local Government Code and Chapter 791 of the Texas Government 

Code.  Each party shall be responsible for the respective vendor's compliance with provisions 

relating to the quality of items and terms of delivery. 

 

The City Attorney, David Berman, has reviewed and approved the Interlocal Agreement attached 

hereto and incorporated herein by reference as Exhibit A.  

 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

N/A. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

City staff recommends the City Council approve a resolution entering into an Interlocal Agreement 

with the City of University Park, which will allow both cities to cooperatively purchase goods and 

services under each other's competitively bid contracts. 

 

RESOLUTION 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, APPROVING 

AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY PARK FOR 

COOPERATIVE BIDDING AND PURCHASING OF GOODS AND SERVICES UNDER 

COMPETITIVELY BID CONTRACTS PURSUANT TO SUBCHAPTER F, CHAPTER 271, OF 

THE TEXAS LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE AND CHAPTER 791 OF THE TEXAS 

GOVERNMENT CODE FOR THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS; AUTHORIZING THE CITY 

MANAGER AS THE COORDINATOR FOR THE COOPERATIVE ENTITY UNDER SUCH 

AGREEMENT; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Rowlett, Texas finds that the Texas Local Government Code 

Section 271.102, and Chapter 791 of the Texas Government Code allows local governments to 

participate in a Cooperative Purchasing Program with another local government or a local 

cooperative organization and allows both parties to purchase goods and services under each 

other's competitively bid contracts, and such process satisfies the State law competitive bid 

requirements; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Rowlett desires to participate in an Interlocal Cooperation 

Agreement with the City of University Park to cooperatively purchase goods and services for each 

governmental entity. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

ROWLETT, TEXAS: 

   

  Section 1:  The City of Rowlett does hereby approve an Interlocal Cooperation 

Agreement with the City of University Park providing for cooperative bidding and 

purchasing of goods and services; a copy of said agreement being attached hereto 

and labeled "Exhibit A". 

  



   Section 2:  The City Manager is hereby designated as the coordinator for the City 

of Rowlett under said agreement, and is hereby authorized to execute the 

agreement with the City of University Park and such other documents as may be 

necessary or appropriate pursuant thereto. 

 

  Section 3:  This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

ATTACHMENT 

Exhibit A – Interlocal Cooperation Agreement 

 

 



EXHIBIT A



EXHIBIT A



EXHIBIT A



AGENDA DATE:  5/3/2016 AGENDA ITEM:   7C 

 

TITLE 

Consider action to approve a resolution awarding the proposal for a Library Radio Frequency ID 

system to EnvisionWare, Inc. in the amount of $61,606 and authorizing the City Manager to 

execute the necessary documents for said contract. 

 

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE 

Kathy Freiheit, Director of Library Services 

 

SUMMARY 

Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) systems offer significant gains through reduction of labor-

intensive workflows, enhanced customer services, and improved materials management.  The 

Library’s electromagnetic (EM) theft detection system, now 20 years old, has become increasingly 

unreliable and precludes the integration of new technologies, which can improve collection 

security, better facilitate inventory control, and streamline workflows, benefiting both the Library 

and patrons.  RFID enables implementation of customer self-checkout, whereby borrowers have 

the ability to check out items on their own, freeing staff for more direct customer service in 

circulation and other areas of Library operations. 

  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

A Request for Proposals (RFP) for Library RFID solutions was issued by the City Purchasing 

Department on March 3, 2016. Five responses were received by the March 18, 2016, deadline.   

 

Proposals were received from five vendors, as follows:  

 Bibliotheca, LLC   (Norcross, GA) 

 EnvisionWare, Inc.   (Duluth, GA) 

 mk Solutions, Inc.   (York, PA) 

 P.V. Supa, Inc.   (Plano, TX) 

 Tech Logic      (White Bear Lake, MN) 

 

Proposals were reviewed by three members of the Library Administrative Team, with vendor 

responses individually evaluated and weighted using the criteria indicated below. 

 

 

Weighting 

Criteria 
Elements 

Max 

Possible 

Points 

Vendor 
Support, Reputation, References & Financial 

Stability 
35 

 



Weighting 

Criteria 
Elements 

Max 

Possible 

Points 

Product Ability to Meet or Exceed Functional Requirements 30 

Price Total System Life Cycle Costs Over Five Years 25 

Responsiveness to Bid 
Compliance with Procedural Requirements of the 

RFP 
10 

Members of the Team verified information, conducted reference checks, shared scoring results, 

and discussed the merits of each proposal.  Scores were tallied and averaged, with vendor 

proposals ranked as follows: 

 

Vendor 
Scoring Averages 

(Highest To Lowest) 

EnvisionWare, Inc. 94.00 

Tech Logic 86.00 

mk Solutions, Inc. 74.33 

Bibliotheca, LLC 73.00 

P.V. Supa, Inc. 60.00 

 

As indicated in the RFP document, evaluation was made on a “best value” system.  Proposals 

were reviewed and evaluated for compliance with specifications before proposal price was 

considered.  Annual costs over 5 years, from highest to lowest, appear below. 

 
 

Vendor 
System Cost 
Year 1 Outlay 

Maintenance 
Year 2-5 Costs 

Annual Cost 
over 5 Years 

Bibliotheca, LLC $60,532 $21,316 $16,370 

Tech Logic $42,355 $29,760 $14,423 

EnvisionWare, Inc. $49,360 $12,246 $12,321 

mk Solutions, Inc. $41,050 $13,742 $10,958 

P.V. Supa, Inc. $36,660 $ 9,946 $  9,321 

 

After careful consideration of all proposals, staff recommend acceptance of the proposal 

submitted by EnvisionWare, Inc., as it provides the best value for the Rowlett Public Library. 

 

DISCUSSION  

Pending Council approval, staff will initiate the first phase of RFID implementation: tagging the 

collection.  Utilizing a mobile conversion cart leased from the vendor, staff and volunteers will train 

with an implementation consultant on the tagging process.  Every physical item in the collection 

(currently 71,000+ volumes) must be touched, first affixing an RFID target, then encoding the tag.  

In addition to the mobile conversion unit, staff workstations will also be set up to maximize tagging 

momentum and to allow for concurrent tagging of newly acquired items.  As heavy summer traffic 



approaches, tagging efforts will be concentrated during early morning and late day, so as to 

minimize inconvenience for our Library customers.  Some estimates suggest that tagging can be 

done at a rate of 100 items per hour.  Our goal is to complete phase one in three months. 

 

Once tagging has been completed, staff will enter the second phase of the project. An 

implementation specialist will spend 3-4 days onsite installing workstations, gates, system 

hardware and software, then configure and test the system.  Hands-on staff training will be 

provided on all aspects of system operations.  Front-line staff training is extremely important to 

the success of the project, as both staff managed and customer self-checkout processes will need 

to be mastered.  Roll-out is anticipated by September 2016. 

 

 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

Funding for this project will come from the Innovations Fund. $50,000 is budgeted for the upfront 

cost of this project. Annual hardware/software maintenance costs beginning in Year Two will be 

managed through the Library’s Operations & Maintenance budget.   

 

Account Number Project Title 
Budget 
Amount 

Proposed 
Amount 

103-3501-6301 RFID Project $50,000 $49,360 

101-3501-6300 
Library O&M – Maintenance – 

Service Contracts (Years 2 – 5) 
$12,246 $12,246 

Total  $62,246 $61,606 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

Move to approve a resolution accepting the proposal of EnvisionWare, Inc. in the amount of 

$61,606 for a Library Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) system for the Rowlett Public Library. 

 

RESOLUTION 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, AWARDING 

THE PROPOSAL FOR A LIBRARY RADIO FREQUENCY ID SYSTEM TO ENVISIONWARE, 

INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $61,606 AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE 

THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary to replace the existing theft detection system for the Library; 

and 



 

 WHEREAS, the Purchasing Division has obtained competitive proposals as per RFP 

#2016-18 in accordance with Texas Local Government Code; and 

 

 WHEREAS, EnvisionWare, Inc. has provided a proposal for a library radio frequency 

security system which best meets current and anticipated Library needs; and 

 

 WHEREAS, City staff recommends the award for the radio frequency system hardware 

and software from EnvisionWare, Inc. in the amount of $61,606; and 

 

 WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas desires to award proposal 

#2016-18 for the purchase of RFID system hardware and software to EnvisionWare, Inc. in the 

amount of $61,606 for replacement of the Library’s theft detection system. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

ROWLETT, TEXAS: 

 

Section 1: That the City Council of the City of Rowlett does hereby accept the proposal 

of EnvisionWare, Inc. in the amount of $61,606 for a Library Radio Frequency ID system 

for the Rowlett Public Library.  

 

Section 2: That the City Council of the City of Rowlett does hereby authorize the City 

Manager to execute the necessary documents after City Attorney approval and authorizes 

the issuance of purchase orders to conform to this resolution. 

 

 Section 3: This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit A – EnvisionWare, Inc. Contract and Quote 
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AGENDA DATE:  05/03/16 AGENDA ITEM:   7D 

 

TITLE 

Consider action to approve a resolution for a Development Agreement between the City of 

Rowlett, Texas, Homestead Liberty Grove Home Owners Association, and Arcadia Liberty Grove 

Development 1, LLC, for the purpose of maintenance of street signage within the Homestead at 

Liberty Grove New Neighborhood Development.   

 

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE 

Daniel Acevedo, Urban Design Manager 

 

SUMMARY 

The Homestead at Liberty Grove is the City of Rowlett’s first New Neighborhood development 

under the Form-Based Code. Currently, the developer seeks to utilize signage that is outside of 

the City’s standard. It has been indicated to the developer that in order to utilize these signs they 

would need to take over the maintenance of those customized signs. This agenda item is to 

consider a development agreement whereby the homeowners’ association would be responsible 

for maintenance of the street signs within the development. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The subject property is zoned New Neighborhood FB District (NN-FB) and is regulated by the 

Form-Based Code approved on November 6, 2012, by Rowlett City Council. The NN-FB District 

is designed to generate a pedestrian-oriented, single-family neighborhood.  

 

At the time this staff report was being composed, Phase I of the subdivision is nearly complete 

with acceptance of public improvements. It is expected that public improvements will have been 

accepted by this meeting. 

 

DISCUSSION 

After reviewing the City’s Standard Construction Details for street signage (Attachment 1), the 

developer requested the flexibility for signage outside of those parameters.  In order to allow for 

deviation, staff made it clear to the developer that he would be responsible for the installation and 

maintenance of that signage once it is approved.  This agreement is to allow for the maintenance 

of that deviation as described.   

 

The developer is proposing modifications in three areas:  color, size, and replacement of the City’s 

logo to one that is specific to the development. After reviewing the proposal, it was found that a 

change in color and logo would be appropriate. Also, due to the recent amendment of speed limits 

including the streets in the Homestead at Liberty Grove, and based on the MUTCD pre-2009 

 



standards, staff found it appropriate to allow a smaller street-name sign on streets that have a 

design speed of 25 miles per hour or less.   

 

Staff believes this flexibility is still consistent with high quality urban development and is supportive 

of this request.   

 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

 

RESOLUTION 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, APPROVING 

A DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT WITH THE HOMESTEAD LIBERTY GROVE HOME 

OWNERS ASSOCIATION, LLC AND ARCADIA LIBERTY GROVE DEVELOPMENT 1, LLC 

PROVIDING FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF STREET SIGNAGE; AUTHORIZING THE CITY 

MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT ON THE CITY’S BEHALF; AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas, has previously approved a 

development project commonly known as Homestead at Liberty Grove, a Form-Based Code 

residential subdivision; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City desires to enter into a development agreement with the homeowners’ 

association and Arcadia Liberty Grove Development 1, LLC to provide for the maintenance of 

street signage throughout the development, further described by the development agreement. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

ROWLETT, TEXAS: 

 

 Section 1: That the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas, hereby approves the 

Development Agreement by and between the City of Rowlett, Texas, the Homestead 

Liberty Grove Home Owners Association, LLC, and Arcadia Liberty Grove Development 

1, LLC a true and correct copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated herein as 

Exhibit “A.”  

 

 Section 2: That the City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to execute the 

Agreement on the City’s behalf, subject to approval by the City Attorney, and to execute 

such related documents as may be necessary or appropriate. 

 

 Section 3: That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit A – Facilities Agreement 

Attachment 1 – Street Sign Requirements 



STREET FURNISHINGS & LANDSCAPING 

LICENSE AND MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT 

 

 

COUNTY OF DENTON} 

} KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:   

STATE OF TEXAS} 

 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Rowlett is the owner of rights-of-way for public streets located in the 

Homestead at Liberty Grove – Phase 1 single-family residential development as indicated on 

Exhibit A:  Conceptual Site Plan, attached hereto and incorporated herein. 

 

WHEREAS, Arcadia Liberty Grove Development 1, LLC, is the current owner and developer of 

said single-family residential areas and wishes to install certain decorative street name signs and 

traffic signs within.   

 

WHEREAS, Homestead Liberty Grove Home Owners Association and the City of Rowlett desire 

to enter into certain agreements relating to the installation and maintenance of street name signs 

and traffic signs in this right-of-way. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the foregoing, the mutual covenants herein 

contained, and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are 

hereby acknowledged, Arcadia Liberty Grove Development 1, LLC, Homestead Liberty Grove 

Home Owners Association, and the City of Rowlett hereby agree as follows: 

 

1. That the City of Rowlett hereby grants a revocable, non-exclusive license to Arcadia 

Liberty Grove Development 1, LLC for the purpose of installing street name signs and 

traffic signs in these rights-of-way, subject to the prior approval of the City, which 

approval shall not be unreasonably withheld.       

 

2. That Homestead Liberty Grove Home Owners Association hereby obligates itself to 

perpetually maintain said street name signs and traffic signs.  If, at any time, Homestead 

Liberty Grove Home Owners Association fails to maintain the street name and traffic 

signs, the City of Rowlett retains the right to keep and maintain or to remove any and all 

such materials without notice to Homestead Liberty Grove Home Owners Association to 

protect the health and safety of the public.  Where possible without causing an increased 

risk to the traveling public, the City of Rowlett may notify Homestead Liberty Grove 

Home Owners Association of its decision to keep and maintain or to remove those 

materials necessary to protect the health and safety of the public.   

 

3. All ordinances, codes and policies of the City of Rowlett shall be observed and complied 

with, including, but not limited to, visibility requirements, equipment requirements and 

methods of installation. 

 

4. By grant of this license, the City of Rowlett assumes no maintenance responsibility for 

any street name signs or traffic signs placed in the right-of-way by Arcadia Liberty Grove 

Development 1, LLC in accordance with the terms of this Agreement.   The City of 
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Rowlett assumes no responsibility for materials damaged as a result of city action in 

maintaining the right-of-way or as a result of action by private utilities or private 

individuals.    

 

5. By grant of this license, the City of Rowlett assumes no responsibility for any claims, 

suits or charges for any injury or damage occasioned as a result of street name signs or 

traffic signs located in these rights-of-way.   

 

6. Homestead Liberty Grove Home Owners Association expressly agrees to defend, 

indemnify and hold the City of Rowlett free and harmless from any and all losses, 

expenses, including attorney's fees, damages, demands, claims, judgments or liability 

whatsoever, howsoever caused or arising out of or in connection with injuries (including 

death) or damages to any and all persons and/or property in any way sustained or alleged 

to have been sustained in connection with, or by reason of, the performance or failure to 

perform any act by any agent, contractor or employee of Homestead Liberty Grove Home 

Owners Association under the terms of this license.   

 

7. This Agreement shall be binding on the parties hereto and their respective successors, 

legal representative and assigns.  The licenses granted herein are granted solely to Arcadia 

Liberty Grove Development 1, LLC and are not transferable without the express written 

consent of the City of Rowlett.  In the event of such assignment and assumption, Arcadia 

Liberty Grove Development 1, LLC (or such owner, as the case may be) shall be released 

from all obligations accruing hereunder after the date of such assignment.   

 

8. This Agreement constitutes the sole and entire agreement of the parties hereto and 

supersedes any prior understandings or written or oral agreements between the parties 

respecting the foregoing subject matter and cannot be varied except by the subsequent 

written agreement of the parties.   

 

9. Any notice, request, delivery or tender required or permitted to be given or made 

hereunder by either party to the other shall be deemed to be delivered or received, 

whether actually received or not, when deposited in an official depository of the United 

States Mail and sent by certified or registered mail, postage prepaid, return receipt 

requested, addressed to Arcadia Liberty Grove Development 1, LLC or the City of 

Rowlett as the case may be, at the address set forth opposite the signatures of such party 

hereto, but each such party may change its address by ten (10) days written notice of such 

change in accordance with the terms of this paragraph.   

 

10. Executed this the ______ day of ____________, 2016. 

 

Arcadia Liberty Grove Development 1, LLC    

3500 Maple Avenue, Suite 1165     

Dallas, TX  75219 

 

By:  ____________________________________ 
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Homestead Liberty Grove Home Owners Association    

3500 Maple Avenue, Suite 1165     

Dallas, TX  75219 

 

By:  ____________________________________ 

 

 

The City of Rowlett, Texas     

 

By:_________________________________ 
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AGENDA DATE:  05/03/16 AGENDA ITEM:   7E 

 

TITLE 

Consider action to approve a resolution accepting the quote and awarding a contract to Ramco 

Rugged Portables in the amount of $55,920 to purchase eight rugged Patrol PC computers and 

mounting hardware for eight police vehicles. 

 

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE 

Mike Brodnax, Chief of Police 

 

SUMMARY 

The purpose of this item is to award the bid for eight rugged Patrol PC computers and mounting 

hardware to Ramco Rugged Portables in the amount of $55,920. Five of these computers will 

replace outdated CF-30 Toughbook computers and three of them will be used to outfit three 

School Resource Officer vehicles that were partially funded by the Garland Independent School 

District for use by School Resource Officers.    

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Rowlett Officers utilize ruggedized computers mounted in the squad cars to perform their duties 

more efficiently. The majority of the ruggedized computer inventory are CF-30 Toughbook 

computers originally purchased around 2011. The CF-30 computers originally came with a three-

year warranty and the City later purchased an extended two year warranty to extend the useful 

life of the computers. These computers are now five years old and are due for replacement. The 

replacement Patrol PC computers include a three-year warranty and new hardware to mount into 

the Ford Police Interceptors.    

 

DISCUSSION 

Panasonic Toughbook CF-30 computers comprise the largest segment of rugged mobile 

computers used by Rowlett Officers. These computers have experienced numerous hardware 

failures of components such as the touchscreens, mouse pads and keyboards. These component 

failures were repaired under warranty and that warranty has since expired. Continued use of these 

systems jeopardizes the ability for officers to remain productive and meet the escalating demands 

of software developed to make use of more efficient computing power.  

 

Five of these Patrol PC computers will replace existing CF-30 computers that are five years old 

and three of these computers will be used to outfit three police vehicles used by three new School 

Resource Officers that were partially funded by the Garland Independent School District (GISD). 

 

Staff obtained a quote for the computers and mounting hardware and also obtained a sole source 

letter for this equipment (see attachments). 

 



FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

Funding in the amount of $35,920 is included in the FY2016 IT budget for the specific purpose of 

replacing the CF-30 laptop computers. This purchase will be supplemented by Police Federal 

Seizure Funds and GISD will pay half the cost of three of the computers pursuant to an interlocal 

agreement between the City of Rowlett and GISD (Exhibit A). 

 

Budget 
Account 
Number  

Funding source Account Title 
Budget 
Amount 

Proposed 
Amount 

1013001-6301 
General Fund Information 
Technology 

Maintenance – Computer 
Hardware 

$139,582 $35,920 

4024003-6280 
Police Federal Seizure 
Fund 

Technology Hardware – Non Cap 0 14,264 

4054001-6280 
Interlocal Agreement with 
GISD 

Technology Hardware – Non Cap 0 5,736 

Total   $139,582 $55,920 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

City staff recommends the City Council approve a resolution accepting the quote and awarding a 

contract to Ramco Rugged Portables in the amount of $55,920 for eight rugged Patrol PC 

computers and mounting hardware for police vehicles and authorizing the City Manager, after City 

Attorney approval, to execute the necessary documents for said purchase. 

 

RESOLUTION 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, APPROVING 

THE BID OF AND AWARDING A CONTRACT TO RAMCO RUGGED PORTABLES IN AN 

AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $55,920 FOR THE PURCHASE OF EIGHT RUGGED PATROL PC 

MOBILE COMPUTERS; AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER, AFTER CITY ATTORNEY 

APPROVAL, TO EXECUTE THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS FOR SAID PURCHASE; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary to preserve or protect the public health or safety of the 

municipality's residents to purchase mobile computers to replace outdated mobile computers for 

the City of Rowlett Police Officers; and 

 

 WHEREAS, existing CF-30 computers have reached their end of life and are in need of 

replacement; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Garland Independent School District partially funded the purchase of 

three Patrol PC computers and mounting hardware to equip three police vehicles for use by 

School Resource Officers; and 

 

WHEREAS, a sole source letter has been provided, establishing that the vendor named 

herein is the sole source provider of the procurement; and 

 

WHEREAS, City staff recommends the bid award for eight mobile computers and 

mounting hardware to Ramco Rugged Portables for said products; and 



WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas desires to award a contract to 

Ramco Rugged Portables and to authorize the execution of the necessary documents for said 

products and services; and 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

ROWLETT, TEXAS: 

 

Section 1: That the City Council of the City of Rowlett does hereby approve 

the bid of and award a contract to Ramco Rugged Portables in the amount of 

$55,920 for the purchase of eight Patrol PC mobile computers and mounting 

hardware, in accordance with the quotation attached hereto and incorporated 

herein as Exhibit “A.”  

 

 Section 2: That the City Council does hereby authorize the City Manager to 

execute the agreement on the City’s behalf, after City Attorney approval, and to 

issue appropriate purchase orders to conform to this resolution. 

 

 Section 3: This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

EXHIBITS 

Exhibit A – SRO Interlocal & Ramco Quote 

 

 



SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER AGREEMENT 

This Agreement (“Agreement”) is made and entered into by and between the GARLAND 

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT (“GISD”) and the CITY OF ROWLETT, acting through 

its Chief of Police (“City”) for the purpose of establishing a School Resource Officer (referred to 

herein as SRO) Program in the City of Rowlett schools in the District.  

WITNESSETH: 

That the Garland Independent School District and the Rowlett Police Department intend 

to provide law enforcement education and related services to the public schools of the City of 

Rowlett as hereafter described, and 

That the Garland Independent School District and the City of Rowlett will mutually 

benefit from the SRO program. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the terms of this Agreement are as follows: 

ARTICLE I 

TERM OF AGREEMENT 

The term of this Agreement shall be from August 1, 2015 to July 31, 2016, and shall 

automatically renew for one-year terms unless terminated as provided hereinafter. All renewal 

terms shall be for one (1) year beginning August 1 and ending July 31 of the following year. 

Notice of non-renewal shall be in writing and sent to the other party at least 90 days prior to the 

commencement of the applicable school year. 

ARTICLE II 

OBLIGATIONS OF THE CITY 

The obligations of the City shall be fulfilled by the Rowlett Police Department under the 

direction of the Chief of Police or his designee. 

The obligations of the Chief of Police and the School Resource Officers (SROs) are as follows: 

A. Provision of School Resource Officers.

The Chief of Police shall assign eight (8) sworn police officers to the SRO program.  Four 

officers will be assigned full-time to the Rowlett High School (two officers), the Coyle Middle 

School and the Schrade Middle School (one each). The remaining four SRO’s shall be assigned 

to the above schools and to GISD elementary schools located in Rowlett on a rotating basis at the 

discretion of the Chief of Police or the SRO supervisor.  

B. Selection of School Resource Officers.
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The Chief of Police or his designee(s), with input from members of Garland Independent School 

District appointed by the Superintendent of Schools, shall select each SRO considering the 

following evaluation criteria: 

1. SROs must have the ability to deal effectively with students.  The ages and

socioeconomic, cultural and racial composition of the students of the particular school

should be considered in making this evaluation.

2. SROs must present a positive image and be an appropriate symbol of the entire police

department.  A goal of the SRO program is to foster a positive image of police officers

among young people.  Therefore, the personality, grooming, and communication skills of

the SRO should be of such a nature that a positive image of the police departments is

reflected.

3. SROs must have the ability to provide high quality educational services in the area of law

enforcement. The education, background, experience, interest level and communication

skills of SRO’s must be of high caliber so that the SRO can effectively and accurately

provide resource teaching service.  SROs will act as a guest lecturer upon request of the

DISTRICT administration/faculty.

4. SROs must have the desire and ability to work cooperatively with the DISTRICT staff,

principals, the administrative staff and school officials.

5. Each SRO must be a state certified law enforcement officer.

6. SROs must meet any other criteria the Chief of Police deems appropriate.

C. Normal duty hours of School Resource Officers.

Each high school and middle SRO will be assigned to his/her school on a full-time basis of 

eight (8) hours on days and during hours that the assigned school is in regular session. 

SROs with more than one school will determine a schedule that is agreeable with the 

principals of the schools they are assigned to, along with the SRO supervisor. 

The SRO may be temporarily reassigned as determined by the Chief of Police or his designee 

as a result of a law enforcement emergency. 

SROs shall schedule personal leave and comp time with prior approval from the SRO 

supervisor and prior notice given to their school principal or designee. 

D. Duties of School Resource Officers

The SRO Program shall utilize the SRO Triad concept as set forth by NASRO (National 

Association of School Resource Officers). The SRO concept reflects the philosophy of the 

School Resource Officer Program and adheres to the roles of Law Enforcement Officer, 
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Counselor, and Teacher. The SROs are first and foremost Law Enforcement Officers for the 

City and shall be responsible for carrying out all duties and responsibilities of a police officer 

and shall remain at all times under the control, through the chain of command, of the City. 

All acts of commission or omission shall conform to the guidelines of the City and its Police 

Department Policies and Procedures Manual 

The SROs report directly to the Chief of Police, or his designee, regarding all matters 

pertinent to their position and function. The SROs are enforcement officers in regards to 

criminal matters only. Presence of an SRO is expected on his/her assigned campus on one 

school day per week before classes start in the morning, between most class changes, 

during most lunch periods, immediately after school and during most any other time 

during the school day when students assemble in large groups. The purpose of that 

presence is to deter criminal behavior and not perform school duty. 

While on duty, each SRO shall perform the following duties: 

1. Speak to classes on the law, including search and seizure, criminal law, motor vehicle law,

and other topics.

2. Act as a resource person in the area of law enforcement education.

3. Conduct or assist in criminal investigations of violations of law on school property.

4. Provide a law enforcement resource when necessary to maintain the peace of District

property.

5. Make arrests and referrals of criminal law violators using his/her discretion.

6. Provide counseling to students at the request of the school staff, at the request of a student or

parent or when the SRO feels it is in the best interest of student.  The SRO shall notify the

school principal of the fact that a student has been counseled. “Counseling” in this agreement

refers to mentoring and advisement, not to any activity requiring a license or certificate to

perform.

7. Make referrals to social service agencies.

8. Provide assistance in civil (custody) matters.

9. Wear official police uniform, which shall be provided at the police department’s expense;

however, civilian attire may be worn on some occasions with prior approval by the SRO

supervisor.

10. Perform other duties mutually agreed upon by the principal and the SRO supervisor provided

the performance of such duties is legitimately and reasonable related to the SRO program as

described in this Agreement, and such duties are consistent with state and federal law and the

policies and procedures of the Garland Independent School District and the Rowlett Police

Department.

Any off-campus activity requiring the services of the SRO shall be contingent on the

approval of the Chief of Rowlett Police Department, or his designee.

11. Follow and conform to all GISD policies and procedures that do not conflict with the policies

or procedures of the Rowlett Police Department.  The parties to this Agreement shall abide

by all rules, regulations and procedures as outlined in the Civil Rights Acts.

12. Complete a “Monthly Activities Report” or other reports regarding the SRO activities as

directed by the SRO supervisor.

13. Develop, implement and evaluate security programs in the assigned school(s).
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14. Coordinate with school administrators, staff, other law enforcement agencies and courts to

promote order on school campuses.

15. Make presentations to civic groups.

16. Participate, upon request, with school/student committees.

17. Coordinate with, and participate in, Neighborhood Crime Watch.

18. Any other duties as directed by the Chief of Police.

E. Support Services to be provided by the Rowlett Police Department

The Rowlett Police Department shall continue to provide police services to the GISD with the 

position of the SRO as an enhancement. 

ARTICLE III 

OBLIGATIONS OF THE DISTRICT 

The GISD shall provide the SROs, in each school to which an SRO is assigned, the following 

materials and facilities: 

1. Access to a private office to be used for general business purposes which is air

conditioned and properly lighted.

2. A locking file cabinet and location for files and records which can be properly locked and

secured.

3. A desk with drawers, a chair, filing cabinet and office supplies (i.e. paper, pencil, pens,

etc.).

4. Personal computer with printer.

5. Access to clerical assistance.

6. Telephone

ARTICLE IV 

EMPLOYEE STATUS OF SROs 

The SRO’s shall be employees of the City of Rowlett and not employees of the Garland 

Independent School District.  The City shall be responsible for the hiring, training, discipline, 

and dismissal of City of Rowlett personnel. 

The City is and at all times shall be deemed to be an independent contractor and shall be wholly 

responsible for the manner in which the SROs are assigned to the SRO Program and the manner 

in which City performs the services required by the terms of this Agreement. Nothing herein 

shall be construed as creating the relationship of employer and employee, or principal and agent, 

between GISD and the City or any of the City’s agents or employees.  The City assumes 

responsibility for the acts of its employees as they relate to the services provided during the 

course and scope of their employment. The City, its agents and employees, shall not be entitled 

to any rights or privileges of GISD employees and shall not be considered in any manner to be 
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GISD employees. The GISD may or may not desire to evaluate the services provided to GISD by 

the SRO Program. Any such evaluation should be presented to the City on a prescribed form. 

ARTICLE V 

PAYMENT 

In consideration of the services provided herein, the GISD shall pay an annual sum to be agreed 

upon on or before August 1 of each year of the Agreement, save and except the 2015-2016 

school year, where the sum shall be agreed on by September 1, 2015, by the authorized 

representatives of the GISD and the City. Payment shall be based on the Funding Formula 

described in this Agreement.   

Except as expressly stated hereinafter, no other consideration other than the annually negotiated 

payment will be required during the term of this Agreement for the in-school services called for 

herein, unless agreed to by both parties. 

ARTICLE VI 

OVERTIME 

GISD agrees to create and provide overtime funding for other SRO extracurricular activity which 

is conducted after normal working hours. Overtime activity must be approved in advance by the 

principal or his/her designee. 

The school GISD will reimburse the City of Rowlett for salaries/benefits paid to police officers 

who provide police services at GISD athletic or other extracurricular events at a previously 

agreed upon overtime rate.  All such events shall be scheduled through the office of the SRO 

supervisors and reimbursed at an overtime rate also agreed upon by all parties involved, on a 

contract basis. The funding formula in Art. VII shall not apply to overtime compensation. 

ARTICLE VII 

FUNDING FORMULA 

Except as otherwise specifically described in this Agreement, funding for five SRO’s shall be 

divided between the GISD and City whereby GISD shall remit to City one-half (1/2) of all salary 

and benefits for SRO’s designated by City.  GISD shall be responsible for 100% of all salary and 

benefits for three SRO’s designated by the City.  For the 2015-2016 school year, the estimated 

cost of the foregoing three SRO’s is $308,430.00.  GISD will be issued monthly statements as to 

these costs, which must be paid within thirty (30) days after delivery.  

In addition, for the 2015-2016 school year only, GISD will also pay fifty percent (50%) of the 

cost of three fully equipped squad cars; the total cost for all cars is approximately $106,000. The 

City may invoice GISD as the City incurs these costs or may request full payment within thirty 

(30) days following GISD’s acceptance of this Agreement.  Further, GISD agrees to pay a one-

Exhibit A



time start-up cost of $8,012.67 for the purchase of equipment and gear for the three SRO’s as 

designated by the City.  These costs must be paid within thirty (30) days of the final execution of 

this Agreement. 

GISD shall not be relieved of its obligation to pay any amount required under this Agreement in 

the event that City exercises its right to temporarily reassign any SRO for a period not to exceed 

fifteen (15) days when, in the sole judgment of the City, their service is required in response to 

an emergency, or in the event that the SRO is absent due to sickness, injury, training or court 

appearances. However, the City shall furnish replacement officers on days when regular SROs 

are absent for any period exceeding thirty (30) days. Replacement officers must meet the 

selection requirements of SRO Applicants as stated herein. GISD shall not be required to pay the 

salary and benefit amounts for an SRO if an absence exceeds fifteen (15) days. 

ARTICLE VIII 

CHANGES TO AGREEMENT 

Changes in the terms of this dated Agreement may be accomplished only by formal amendment 

in writing approved by the City and the GISD.  Personnel additions must be by mutual consent of 

the City and the GISD. 

ARTICLE IX 

PROBLEM RESOLUTION 

Unforeseen difficulties or questions will be resolved by negotiation between the Superintendent 

of Schools of the GISD and the Chief of Police, or their designees. 

ARTICLE X 

TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT 

This Agreement may be terminated by either party upon thirty (30) days’ written notice. 

Notwithstanding, GISD shall continue to be responsible for payments due for services rendered 

up to the effective date of termination. 

The GISD shall be entitled to a prorated refund of any advance payments for SRO services for 

each day that SRO services are not provided because of the termination of this Agreement or 

because of permanent reassignment, without replacement or substitution, by the Chief of Police 

of one or more SROs. 

ARTICLE XI 

Neither party to this Agreement shall be deemed to waive any defenses or immunities available 

to that party, whether sovereign, governmental, qualified, official or otherwise.  Nothing in this 

Agreement is intended to, and shall not be construed so as to, grant or confer any rights or 
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benefits to any person not a party to this Agreement. There are no third-party beneficiaries 

hereto.  

This Agreement may be executed in single or multiple counterparts, and is effective as of the last 

date of signing hereof. 

APPROVED: 

________________________________________ __________________ 

Bob Morrison  Date 

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

GARLAND INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

________________________________________ __________________ 

Brian Funderburk Date 

CITY MANAGER 

CITY OF ROWLETT 

________________________________________ __________________ 

William Brodnax Date 

CHIEF OF POLICE  

ROWLETT POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Exhibit A
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AGENDA DATE:  05/03/16 AGENDA ITEM:   7F 

 

TITLE 

Consider action to approve a resolution approving and ratifying an emergency construction 

contract with TRI-CON Services in the amount not to exceed $593,081.00 for the 36 inch gravity 

sanitary sewer line repair and replacement and authorizing the Mayor to execute the contract and 

necessary documents for said services.  

 

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE 

Noel Thompson, Interim Director of Public Works 

Walter Allison, City Engineer 

 

SUMMARY 

City staff has found a 36 inch gravity sanitary sewer line near Rowlett Creek that is severely 

corroded and deteriorated allowing inflow and infiltration from storm water. The purpose of this 

item is to approve and ratify an emergency construction contract to replace 922 linear feet of this 

line. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

During the last several months, the City had encountered a few circumstances where the sewer 

inflows and infiltration appeared to be higher than normal resulting in higher bills from Garland for 

sewer treatment.  The first circumstance was noted during the rains in May 2015.  Once the rain 

subsided, the flows returned to a level that was more in line with historical trends. This anomaly 

reocurred when we encountered rainfalls in the fall of 2015.  When there is an increase in rainfall, 

we expect an increase in inflows and infiltration resulting in spikes in the sewer treatment flow 

volume. These higher inflows are caused by stormwater leaking into the sanitary sewer system 

and is the bane of all such systems. 

 

In the early winter of 2016, we encountered a similar occurrence.  However, this caused a concern 

from City staff because when the rainfalls slowed, we did not see the level reduce back to 

historical trends as we would have otherwise anticipated. As a result, we conducted an immediate 

review and investigation of possible breaches in the system to determine the cause of what 

appeared to be a constant flow of sewer, which was abnormally high. 

 

During the investigation, staff had found several instances of infiltration, which have been 

determined to contribute to these inflows. This included manholes which were found with the 

manhole covers removed thus taking water from the Muddy Creek and Schrade Road ditch.  

These locations have been secured and future improvements are planned to prevent reocurrence 

of inflows. 

 

 



In addition, on April 7, public works staff discovered holes and openings in a 36 inch gravity 

sanitary sewer on the east side of Rowlett Creek and west of Dexham Road.  There is an urgency 

to getting this addressed immediately since the unanticipated costs for the ongoing treatment of 

these additional flows has exceeded budgeted amounts for sewer treatment and may be as much 

as $200,000-$250,000 above average in excess months. Immediate health and safety concerns 

were addressed with the installation of the bypass system on April 15. 

 

 
36 Inch Sanitary Sewer Location East of Rowlett Creek 

 

Further inspection of the pipe revealed several areas of holes and corrosion, thus, staff requested 

TRI-CON Services clear the sewer easement area and develop access from Dexham westerly to 

Rowlett Creek.  

 
Hand Clearing of 36 Inch Sanitary Sewer East of Rowlett Creek 



 
Manual and Equipment Clearing of 36 Inch Sanitary Sewer of Rowlett Creek 

 

Access was needed to the vault and manholes located on the east side of Rowlett Creek prior to 

the siphon crossings of Rowlett Creek. A temporary access road was established the week of 

April 11. 

Development of Temporary Access Road to Rowlett Creek 

 

A pump bypass system was developed to alleviate immediate health and safety concerns and to 

provide access to the 36 inch sewer line for a camera inspection. The pump bypass was 

established April 15. 

 



 
Pump Bypass System for the Length of 1000 Feet Adjacent to the 36 Inch Sanitary Sewer Line 

 

Camera inspection was performed on April 15 and 16. Based upon the camera inspection and 

field inspections, staff determined that the sewer contains numerous holes and openings and is 

severely corroded over a length of approximately 250 feet. In addition, the camera inspection 

revealed corrosion build-up in much of the 630 feet inspected. The remaining 292 feet could not 

be inspected with camera due to severe debris and deteriorated conditions. 

Pipe Corrosion Along 250 Feet of the 36 Inch Sanitary Sewer Line 



 
Holes in the 36 Inch Sanitary Sewer Line 

 

Considering the immediate health and safety concerns with exposure of sewage flows and the 

deteriorated condition of the sewer, staff pursued immediate replacement of 922 linear feet of the 

sewer as an emergency purchase. On April 20, 2016, the City contracted with TRI-CON Services 

for immediate replacement of the deteriorated sewer. 

 

All of the City’s sanitary sewer is conveyed to the City of Garland for treatment. There is a 

concentration of sewer lines at Rowlett Creek prior to conveyance under Rowlett Creek to flow 

meter(s) prior to the Garland treatment plant. This 36 inch sewer is one such primary line for 

conveyance of sewer to the Garland treatment plant.  

 

Grantham and Associates has developed a model of the City’s sanitary sewer system and 

identified several key lift station and line projects. A sewer capital improvement program was 

developed to address insufficient capacity and/or aging infrastructure in need of replacement. A 

project for Miscellaneous Sanitary Sewer Line Repair and Replacement was included in the 

Capital Improvement Program. 

 

DISCUSSION 

The deteriorated 36 inch sanitary sewer west of Rowlett Creek and east of Dexham is a vital 

conveyance line for those areas in the south and southwest portions of the City. The deteriorated 

condition of the 40 year old sewer line and concerns with exposure of sewer flows is an immediate 

health and safety issue as well as long-term concern for continued use of the existing line. The 

immediate health and safety concerns were addressed with the installation of the bypass system 

on April 15. The bypass system leads to a financial concern however, as this bypass system is 

operating at an estimated cost of $5,000 per day. Thus, time is of the essence and the services 

of TRI-CON Services were utilized to immediately replace the deteriorated 922 feet of sanitary 

sewer line westerly of Rowlett Creek. 

 

While the cost of this particular item is nearly $600,000, Council needs to be aware that the excess 

costs associated with sewer treatment above historical trends is well over one million dollars. At 



this time, the bypass is expected to limit that continuing cost but time is of the essence to complete 

the replacement to avoid the ongoing cost associated with the bypass system. 

 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

Funding in the amount of $593,081.00 is available in the Capital Project Fund budgeted for 

Miscellaneous Sanitary Sewer Line Repair and Replacement Project (SS1102).  

 

Project Code 
Account or 

Project Title 

Budget 

Amount 

Proposed 

Amount 

SS1102 

Miscellaneous Sanitary 

Sewer Line Repair and 

Replacement 

$612,095.00 $593,081.00 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

Staff recommends City Council approve a resolution accepting the proposal and awarding an 

emergency construction contract to TRI-CON Services in the amount of $593,081.00 for the 36 

inch Gravity Sanitary Sewer Replacement and authorizing the Mayor to execute the necessary 

documents for said services. 

 

RESOLUTION 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, APPROVING 

AND RATIFYING A CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT WITH TRI-CON SERVICES IN AN 

AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $593,091.00 FOR THE REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT OF A 36 

INCH GRAVITY SANITARY SEWER LINE; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE 

CONTRACT AND NECESSARY DOCUMENTS FOR SAID SERVICES PURSUANT TO 

APPROVAL; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

WHEREAS, in order to protect the public health and safety, it is immediately necessary to 

replace the 36 inch Gravity Sanitary Sewer line located on the east side of Rowlett Creek and 

west of Dexham Road due to unforeseen damage; and 

 

WHEREAS, City staff, on April 20, 2016, recommended that TRI-CON Services be 

immediately awarded a contract on an emergency basis for the 36 inch Gravity Sanitary Sewer 

Line Replacement; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas recognizes the immediate 

health, safety and financial concerns with the existing 40-year 36 inch gravity sanitary sewer line 

and desires to award the contract to TRI-CON Services Incorporated for the 36 inch Gravity 

Sanitary Sewer Line Repair and Replacement. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

ROWLETT, TEXAS: 

 



Section 1: That the City Council of the City of Rowlett does hereby award and 

ratify a contract to TRI-CON Services for the 36 inch Gravity Sewer Line Repair 

and Replacement Project in an amount not to exceed $593,081.00, a true and 

correct copy of such contract being attached hereto and incorporated herein as 

Exhibit “A.” 

 

Section 2: That the City Council does hereby authorize the Mayor to execute the 

contract on the City’s behalf and to execute such documents and issue such 

purchase orders as are necessary and appropriate to conform to this resolution. 

 

Section 3: That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its 

passage. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1 – Contract  
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AGENDA DATE:  05/03/16 AGENDA ITEM:   7G 

 

TITLE 

Consider action to approve a resolution accepting cooperatively bid pricing and awarding a 

contract to Synetra, Incorporated in the amount of $65,910 to replace 38 existing desktop 

computers and 11 laptops (JB DesktopEliteBook Quote Exhibit A) located within the police and 

fire departments through the interlocal cooperative purchasing agreement with the Texas 

Comptroller of Public Accounts and the Department of Information Resources (DIR) and 

authorizing the City Manager, after City Attorney approval, to execute the necessary documents 

for said purchase. 

 

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE 

Joe Beauchamp, Chief Information Officer 

 

SUMMARY 

The purpose of this item is to award the bid for 38 HP ProDesk 600 G1 PCs to Synetra, 

Incorporated in the amount of $48,878.00 and 11 HP Elitebook 850 G2 laptops in the amount of 

$21,032.00. These desktop and laptop units include a three-year, next business day warranty and 

will replace outdated technology currently used by City of Rowlett staff.  These are business class 

PCs and we will receive business class support.  

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

To ensure staff has the latest technology, the City of Rowlett currently follows a three-year 

replacement plan for desktops, laptops and tablets. The current desktop inventory, originally 

purchased in September 2010 and July 2011, is overdue for replacement.  

 

In September 2010, the City purchased 100 Nexlink desktop computers with the approval of City 

Council (RES-080-10). These systems were due to be replaced in September 2013. The systems 

are currently operating out of warranty. There was no option to extend the warranty due to internal 

components reaching end-of-life. As of May 2016, City staff will have used these systems two 

years and eight months past the established replacement cycle. 

 

An additional 100 Nexlink computers were purchased with Council approval in July 2011 (RES-

085-11). The manufacturer would not extend the warranty due to end-of-life components. At this 

time, City staff have used these systems 22 months past the replacement cycle. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Due to the aging technology infrastructure, limited staff resources and high volume of mission 

critical projects, the desktop replacement cycle was postponed between FY2013-FY2015 in order 

to focus on very large projects that included: replacing the phone system, all City file servers 

 



(70+), re-cabling the police department and City Hall, implementing the ERP system, and 

completely rebuilding the technology infrastructure. These items were our highest priorities at that 

time. It is now time to begin replacing personal computing devices in accordance with our three-

year replacement strategy. 

 

City staff selected Synetra, Inc., a Texas Department of Information Resources approved vendor 

(DIR-TSO-2538).  

 

Nexlink computers comprise the largest segment of desktop computers used at the City of 

Rowlett. These systems have experienced numerous hardware failures of major components 

such as the motherboard, system fan, and video card. Continued uses of these systems 

jeopardize the ability for staff to remain productive and meet the escalating demands of software 

developed to make use of more efficient computing power. The IT department currently maintains 

an inventory of replacement parts that are purchased as components fail.  

 

 
Current City of Rowlett PC Inventory 

These computers will replace existing systems purchased in September 2010 and are currently 

used at the police and fire departments.  

 

The IT department will continue to follow the three-year replacement cycle and purchase 

additional personal computers beginning in FY2017. 

 

Nexlink
47%

Dell
11%

Hewlett-Packard
26%

Motion 
Computing
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Panasonic
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FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

Funding in the amount of $66,000.00 is included in the FY2016 IT budget for the specific purpose 

of replacing the City of Rowlett’s desktop and laptop computers. Per policy, one-third of the 

organization’s desktops are replaced each year. Currently, the City of Rowlett follows a three-

year replacement cycle for desktops, laptops and tablets. The desktop computers in use at the 

City of Rowlett were purchased in September 2010 (RES-080-10) and July 2011 (RES-085-11). 

 

Budget Account 
Number  

Account  
Title 

Budget 
Amount 

Proposed 
Amount 

1013001-6301 
Maintenance – Computer 
Hardware 

$139,581.00 $65,910.00 

Total  $139,581.00 $65,910.00 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

City staff recommends the City Council approve a resolution accepting the quote and awarding a 

contract to Synetra, Incorporated in the amount of $65,910.00 for the police and fire department 

desktop replacement project through the interlocal cooperative purchasing agreement with the 

Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts and the Department of Information Resources (DIR) and 

authorizing the City Manager, after City Attorney approval, to execute the necessary documents 

for said purchase. 

 

RESOLUTION 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, APPROVING 

THE BID OF AND AWARDING A CONTRACT TO SYNETRA, INCORPORATED IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $65,910.00 FOR THE PURCHASE OF 38 DESKTOP AND 11 LAPTOP 

COMPUTERS THROUGH THE INTERLOCAL COOPERATIVE PURCHASING AGREEMENT 

WITH THE TEXAS COMPTROLLER OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND THE DEPARTMENT OF 

INFORMATION RESOURCES (DIR); AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER, AFTER CITY 

ATTORNEY APPROVAL, TO EXECUTE THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS FOR SAID 

PURCHASE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary to purchase personal computers to replace outdated 

computers for the City of Rowlett staff; and 

 

 WHEREAS, computer replacement is part of a three-year strategic plan for information 

technology upgrades; and 

 

WHEREAS, an interlocal agreement has been established between the City of Rowlett 

and Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts and the Department of Information Resources (DIR); 

and 

 

WHEREAS, competitive bids have been obtained and cooperative purchasing contracts 

have been established by the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts and the Department of 

Information Resources (DIR) for said products; and   

 



WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas desires to accept the bid of and 

award a contract to Synetra, Incorporated for specified equipment, and desires to authorize the 

execution of the necessary documents for said products and services. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

ROWLETT, TEXAS: 

 

Section 1: That the City Council of the City of Rowlett does hereby approve 

the bid of and award a contract to Synetra, Incorporated (DIR-TSO-2538) in an 

amount not to exceed $65,910.00 for the purchase of 38 HP ProDesk 600 G1 

Business PCs and 11 HP Elitebook 850 G2 laptops through the interlocal 

cooperative purchasing agreement with the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts 

and the Department of Information Resources (DIR), in accordance with the 

quotation attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “A.”. 

 

 Section 2: That the City Council does hereby authorize the City Manager to 

execute the agreement on the City’s behalf, after City Attorney approval, and to 

issue appropriate purchase orders to conform to this resolution. 

 

 Section 3: This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit A – DesktopEliteBook Quote 
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AGENDA DATE:  05/03/16 AGENDA ITEM:   8A 

 

TITLE 

Consider a resolution granting a request for a variance from the distance requirement for El Centro 

Mexican Restaurant, located at 3813 Main Street, Downtown Rowlett, wishing to sell alcoholic 

beverages for on premise consumption. 

 

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE 

Laura Hallmark, City Secretary 

Nathan Weber, Economic Development Specialist 

 

SUMMARY 

The City of Rowlett adopted the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission (TABC) distance 

requirements for businesses selling alcoholic beverages for on premise consumption.  These 

requirements relate to the minimum distance such businesses may locate from a school, church, 

or hospital.  In January, 2013, City Council amended the Code of Ordinances to allow for a 

variance process should a business wish to locate within the minimum distance.  This item is to 

consider such a request. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

In 2004, Rowlett voters approved beer and wine sales for on premise consumption and the 

guidelines regulating those businesses.  The Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code §109.33 outlines a 

300 foot distance requirement from schools, churches or hospitals: 

 

Sec. 109.33. SALES NEAR SCHOOL, CHURCH, OR HOSPITAL.  

(a) The commissioners court of a county may enact regulations applicable in areas in the 

county outside an incorporated city or town, and the governing board of an incorporated 

city or town may enact regulations applicable in the city or town, prohibiting the sale of 

alcoholic beverages by a dealer whose place of business is within:  

(1) 300 feet of a church, public or private school, or public hospital; 

 

This section of the Code also allows the governing body of a municipality to grant variances.  This 

process was approved by the Council in January, 2013, by adoption of Ordinance 001-13, which 

states the following: 

 

Sec. 10-33. Variances. 

(a)  Upon application, the city council may hear and determine whether and to the extent 

that a variance from the distance requirements imposed by section 10-32(a) of this article 

should be granted.  

 

http://library.municode.com/HTML/13683/level3/PTIICOOR_CH10BU_ARTIIALBE.html#PTIICOOR_CH10BU_ARTIIALBE_S10-32GERE


(b)  The council may grant a variance to section 10-32(a) if it determines that enforcement 

of the regulation in a particular instance is not in the best interest of the public, constitutes 

waste or inefficient use of land or other resources, creates an undue hardship on an 

applicant for a license or permit, does not serve its intended purpose, is not effective or 

necessary, or for any other reason the council, after consideration of the health, safety, 

and welfare of the public and the equities of the situation, determines is in the best interest 

of the community.  

 

DISCUSSION 

El Centro Mexican Restaurant is located at 3813 Main Street in Downtown Rowlett and is 

interested in serving alcoholic beverages for on premise consumption. TABC allows this type of 

license (RM) with a food and beverage certificate.  

 

El Centro is located in close proximity to two churches (Distance Map – Attachment 1). TABC 

guidelines outline the specific way in which measurements must be taken in order to ensure the 

minimum distance requirements are met.  The Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code §109.33 outlines 

that process as follows: 

 

Sec. 109.33. SALES NEAR SCHOOL, CHURCH, OR HOSPITAL.  

 (b) The measurement of the distance between the place of business where alcoholic 

beverages are sold and the church or public hospital shall be along the property lines of 

the street fronts and from front door to front door, and in direct line across intersections. 

The measurement of the distance between the place of business where alcoholic 

beverages are sold and the public or private school shall be:  

(1) in a direct line from the property line of the public or private school to the 

property line of the place of business, and in a direct line across intersections; 

 

Due to the location of the restaurant and its proximity to two churches, El Centro would be 

ineligible for the sale of alcoholic beverages for on premise consumption according to the TABC 

guidelines and the City’s regulations.  For this reason, the applicant is requesting a variance from 

the distance requirement. 

 

As a frame of reference, Bankhead Brewery is located across the street from this location and is 

licensed by TABC. This location was located outside of the 300 foot distance requirements. 

 

El Centro has contacted the Pastor for Freedom Place Church, located adjacent to the property 

and was notified that the church has no opposition to the sale of alcoholic beverages for on 

premise consumption (Church Letter – Attachment 3). 

 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

 

  

http://library.municode.com/HTML/13683/level3/PTIICOOR_CH10BU_ARTIIALBE.html#PTIICOOR_CH10BU_ARTIIALBE_S10-32GERE


RECOMMENDED ACTION 

While staff has no formal recommendation as this is a Council decision, staff would note that such 

uses are consistent with the vision of downtown. 

 

RESOLUTION  

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, GRANTING 

A VARIANCE FROM THE DISTANCE REQUIREMENT FOR EL CENTRO MEXICAN 

RESTAURANT LOCATED AT 3813 MAIN STREET, DOWNTOWN ROWLETT, TO ALLOW 

THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON PREMISE CONSUMPTION; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas has prescribed a process by 

which it may grant a variance from the 300-foot distance requirements as set forth in Section 10-

32 of the Code of Ordinances, City of Rowlett, Texas, regarding the proximity of alcoholic 

beverage sales to a school, church, or hospital; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas, after review and deliberation 

has determined that enforcement of the distance prohibition in this particular instance is not in the 

best interest of the public for the following reasons: 1) the prohibition constitutes waste or 

inefficient use of land or other resources, 2) the prohibition creates an undue hardship on an 

applicant for a license or permit, 3) the prohibition does not serve its intended purpose, and 4) the 

prohibition is not effective or necessary; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas has determined that granting a 

variance is in the best interest of the community.  

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

ROWLETT, TEXAS: 

 

Section 1:   That the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas does hereby grant 

a variance from the 300-foot distance requirement to allow for the sale of alcoholic 

beverages within 300 feet of a school, church or hospital for El Centro Mexican 

Restaurant located at 3813 Main Street, Downtown, the City of Rowlett, Dallas 

County, Texas.  

 

Section 2:  This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1 – Distance Map  

Attachment 2 – Letter from Applicant  

Attachment 3 – Church Letter 
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ATTACHMENT 1



Dear Ms. Hallmark 
 
We are a pre-existing restaurant in the heart of downtown Rowlett. We are located 3813 Main st. We 
have been in business since Sept 2014. El Centro Mexican Restaurant  is a family oriented restaurant. My 
family and I have many years of experience in the restaurant business.  
 
We would like to request a variance for our restaurant to sell liquor, beer and wine.(mix-beverage 
permit) We are requesting the variance because our business is located a within the 300ft of a local 
church when measured from door to door. We have spoke with the pastor Kason Huddleston at 
Freedom Place Church. He has indicated that he has no objection to the proposal.  
 
We request a variance hearing with the city council on the next possible date. Please let us know if you 
need any additional information to set the process in motion. 
 
Thank you,  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Vincent Morales  
Owner  
El Centro Mexican Restaurant  
214-227-5096 
 

ATTACHMENT 2



1

Nathan Weber

From: kason@intheriver.org on behalf of Kason Huddleston <kasonh@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2016 10:19 AM

To: Nathan Weber; harrymorales2010@yahoo.com

Subject: El Centro Restaurant

Harry, 

 

Please take this e-mail note as approval from Freedom Place Church for the sale of alcohol at El Centro Restaurant. 

We wish that business in your restaurant best success. 

 

If you need this in a more formal format, just let me know. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Kason Huddleston, Pastor 

Freedom Place Church 

3809 Main St 

Rowlett, TX 75088 

214-564-7159 

 

 

 

--  

thanks! 

Kason Huddleston 

214-564-7159 

ATTACHMENT 3



AGENDA DATE:  05/03/2016 AGENDA ITEM:  8B 

 

TITLE 

Conduct a public hearing and consider an ordinance approving a request for a rezoning from 

Single Family-40 Zoning District to a Planned Development District with an underlying zoning of 

Single Family 5 (SF-5) for the purpose of constructing a single family neighborhood. The subject 

properties are located at 2009, 2013, 2109 and 2113 Miller Road further described as being 

8.437 +/- acres in the S.A. & M.G. RR Survey, Abstract No. 1407, City of Rowlett, Dallas 

County, Texas. 

 

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE 

Garrett Langford, AICP, Principal Planner 

 

SUMMARY 

The applicant is requesting to rezone 8.367 +/- acres along Miller Road (Attachment 1 – 

Location Map) from Single Family-40 (SF-40) Zoning District to a Planned Development (PD) 

District with an underlying zoning of SF-5. The purpose of this rezoning is to build a 39-lot 

single-family subdivision (Exhibit C – Statement of Intent and Purpose).  

 

The Planning and Zoning Commission recommended approval of this item at their April 12, 

2016, regular meeting on a 5-2 vote with Commissioners James Moseley and Stephen Ritchey 

dissenting. The item was discussed under Item C2, which can be viewed at the following link: 

http://rowletttx.swagit.com/play/04122016-1425.  

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The subject property is located along the north side of Miller Road 300 feet west of Miller Road 

and Dorchester Drive. The subject property is bounded by an existing subdivision to the north 

and east, which is currently zoned Planned Development 2-7-84A (single family residential). To 

the west, are larger single family tracts zoned SF-40. To the south of Miller Road are single 

family residences zoned Single Family 10.  

 

Listed on the following page is the history of City-initiated zoning changes for the subject 

property. 

 

  

 

http://rowletttx.swagit.com/play/04122016-1425


 

ZONING HISTORY 

1959 Annexed and zoned R-1 

1988 Zoned SF-10/21 (R-1) 

1997 Single Family Estate Residential Zoning District (SF-E) 

2006 Single Family 40 (SF-40) 

 

To provide historical context, the prior R-1 and SF-10/21 zoning districts required a minimum lot 

size of 10,000 square feet. The property was rezoned in 1997 as part of the City-wide rezoning 

to the SF-E zoning district, which requires a minimum lot size of one acre. The SF-E was 

replaced with the SF-40 district in 2006 with the adoption of the Rowlett Development Code. 

The SF-40 requires a minimum lot size of 40,000 square feet.  

 

The applicant is requesting a PD with an underlying zoning of SF-5 with modified development 

standards (Exhibit D – Development Standards). The modified dimensional standards compared 

to the RDC standards are listed in the table below. If approved, the proposed development will 

follow the standard requirements in the RDC except for those requirements specified in the 

Development Standards and the Concept Plan. The applicant’s Concept Plan proposes a single 

family subdivision with a minimum lot size at 5,750 square feet (Exhibit E – Concept Plan). The 

proposed development will allow front entry homes with garage doors that face the street. 

 

 SF-5 PD Standards 

Dwelling Size 1,500 square feet 1,850 square feet 

Lot Size 5,000 square feet 5,750 square feet 

Lot Width 50 feet 50 feet 

Lot Depth 100 feet 115 feet 

Front Setback 10 feet 20 feet 

Rear Setback 25 feet 20 feet 

Side Setback 5 feet 5 feet 

 

The applicants are also proposing modified standards to the landscape buffer and entryway 

requirements to reflect the small scale of the development (Attachment 2 and 3). The modified 

landscaping standards compared to the RDC standards are listed in the table that follows. 

  



 

 RDC Standard PD Standards 

Screening along Miller Rd 6 foot masonry wall 6 foot wrought iron fence 

Tree requirement along Miller Rd 1 tree per 35 linear feet 1 tree per 40 linear feet 

Primary Entryway Landscaping  9,600 square feet 1,200 square feet 

Secondary Entryway Landscaping 8,400 square feet 2,500 square feet 

  

The 2001 Comprehensive Plan established the subject property and the surrounding area as 

“residential low density.” The 2001 Comprehensive Plan was replaced when City Council 

adopted the Realize Rowlett 2020 Comprehensive Plan in 2011. The subject property is not 

located within one of the 13 opportunity areas identified in the Realize Rowlett 2020 

Comprehensive Plan. For areas outside of the opportunity area, the Plan states that the existing 

zoning and the Guiding Principles should be considered in decisions on rezoning. It is staff’s 

view that the proposal will provide a quality development that meets the criteria for a rezoning.  

 

DISCUSSION 

Section 77-805 of the Rowlett Development Code (RDC) states that the Planning and Zoning 

Commission shall consider the following when making their recommendation to the City Council 

as it pertains to rezoning requests. These criteria are listed below: 

 

1. Whether the proposed rezoning corrects an error or meets the challenge of some 

changing condition, trend, or fact;  

 

As evidenced by the applicant’s response, the proposed rezoning does not correct 

an error but does meet the challenge of a changing demand. As was identified in 

Realize Rowlett 2020, the changing demand is for a different product type that offers 

quality housing on a smaller lot size. 

 

2. Whether the proposed rezoning is consistent with the comprehensive plan and the 

purposes of this code stated in subchapter 77-103, Purpose of this Code; 

 

The subject property is not located within one of the 13 opportunity areas identified 

in the Realize Rowlett 2020 Comprehensive Plan. For areas outside of the 

opportunity areas, the Plan states that the existing zoning and the Guiding 

Principles should be considered in decisions about rezoning. Staff found that the 

request furthers Guiding Principles #1: Value Existing Neighborhoods and Guiding 

Principles #3: Make Rowlett a community that is attractive to people at all stages of 

their lives.  

 

The proposed PD will value the existing neighborhood while offering a different 

product type that will be attractive to people at different stages of their lives. It is 

staff’s opinion that a 39-lot development with 50-ft wide lots is compatible with the 

existing adjacent single family subdivision to the east and to the north. 

 



3. Whether the proposed rezoning will protect or enhance the health, safety, morals, or 

general welfare of the public; 

 

Staff does not anticipate the proposed rezoning to impact negatively the health, 

safety, morals, or general welfare of the public. If approved, the proposed 

development will be required to comply with all applicable development standards 

in the proposed PD as well those standards in the RDC including drainage, traffic, 

and utility requirements.  

 

4. Whether the municipality and other service providers will be able to provide sufficient 

transportation and utility facilities and services to the subject property, while maintaining 

sufficient levels of service to existing development; 

 

 The proposed rezoning has been reviewed from the standpoint of providing 

sufficient transportation access and utilities (e.g., water, sanitary sewer, stormwater 

drainage). Both water and sewer service are provided by the City; Staff has 

confirmed that both are available to the site. Prior to the approval of the Preliminary 

Plat, Staff will ensure adequate capacity for utilities is provided as required by City 

ordinances.   

 

A Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) is required by the RDC when a development will 

exceed more than 100 vehicles per hour or 1,000 vehicles per day. Based on the 

Institute for Traffic Engineers (ITE) 9th Edition of Trip Generation, a 39-lot single 

family development will, on average, generate 39 vehicles exiting or entering the 

site at peak hours between 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 pm. The expected daily average trips 

to and/or from the site is 371 vehicles daily. While a TIA will not be required for this 

development, the design of the street intersections will be required to follow all 

applicable traffic and engineering standards in the RDC. 

 

5. Whether the proposed rezoning is likely to have significant adverse impacts on the natural 

environment, including air, water, noise, stormwater management, wildlife, and vegetation;  

 

 It is unlikely that the proposed rezoning will have significant adverse impacts on the 

natural environment.  

 

6. Whether the proposed rezoning will have significant adverse impacts on other property in 

the vicinity of the subject tract;  

 

Staff does anticipate that the proposed rezoning will not have significant adverse 

impacts on other properties in the vicinity including the existing single family 

subdivision to the south across Miller Road. The proposed 39-lot single family 

development is compatible with the surrounding existing single family 

subdivisions. The proposed 50-ft wide lots are not out of character with the existing 

60-ft or 70-ft wide lots located to the north and to the east of the subject property. 



The proposed PD includes modified landscape standards for the landscape buffer 

and entryways that reflects the small scale of the development. These standards 

will provide for sufficient buffering and landscaping along Miller Road.  

 

7. The suitability of the subject property for the existing zoning classification and proposed 

zoning classification;  

 

 Given its location along a major arterial road and its adjacency to existing single 

family subdivisions to the east and to the north, the property is suited for a higher 

density single family zoning than what is allowed under the current zoning.   

 

8. Whether there is determined to be an excessive proliferation of the use or similar uses;  

 

 As indicated by the applicant, the intent of the development is to provide a smaller 

lot type that offers less yard maintenance which is not currently available within the 

immediate vicinity. 

 

9. Whether the proposed rezoning will ensure that future uses on the subject tract will be 

compatible in scale with uses on other properties in the vicinity of the subject tract; and;  

 

 The proposed rezoning will result in a density that differs from the existing single 

family lots located in the surrounding area. While the proposed PD has a higher 

density of 4.66 units per acre, it is not out of scale with the surrounding 

developments. Ridgecrest Addition No. 1 and No. 2 located to the north and to the 

east has a density of 3.8 units per acre. Attachment 4 identifies the units per acre 

for existing residential subdivisions within the general vicinity.  

 

10. The supply of land in the economically relevant area that is in the use district to be applied 

by the rezoning or in similar use districts, in relation to the demand for that land. 

 

 There was not a market study provided that substantiated this claim; therefore, it is 

difficult for staff to comment on this criterion. The proposed PD will offer a single 

family product type with smaller lot sizes that offers quality housing without the 

maintenance associated with larger lot sizes. Realize Rowlett 2020 Plan recognized 

the growing demand for this type of housing product.  

 

In conclusion, staff does not expect the proposed PD to have an adverse impact on the adjacent 

properties. The proposed PD offers an adequate buffer along Miller Road that has been 

appropriately sized for the small scale of the project. The development offers a product type that 

should be attractive to people looking for quality housing with smaller lot sizes that offer less 

maintenance associated with larger lot sizes. Additionally, the proposed concept plan has been 

designed with a usable, central open space that will be fronted by homes on three sides. It is 

staff’s opinion that the proposal satisfies the relevant Guiding Principles from the Realize 

Rowlett 2020 Comprehensive Plan and meets the criteria listed in the RDC for a rezoning.   



Public Notice 

Notice of this public hearing was mailed, posted, and published in accordance with State Law 

and the Rowlett Development Code. Staff mailed public and courtesy notices to property owners 

within 200 feet and 500 feet of the subject property on March 25, 2016, and as of Friday, April 8, 

2016, staff received 18 responses in opposition, one no opinion, and eight (including four from 

the property owners) in favor (Attachment 5 – Public Responses).  

 

Staff has confirmed that the protest in the form of opposition has been received from 

property owners within 200 feet of the subject properties constitute more than 20 percent 

of the notice area. Using Geographic Information System software, Staff calculated that 

the protesting property owners represent 26% percent of the notice area (Attachment 6 – 

Protest Calculation Map). As a result, per Section 77-805 of the Rowlett Development 

Code, “approval by the city council shall only occur with a concurring vote of at least 

three-fourths of the full membership of the city council.” 

A Legal Notice was published in the Dallas Morning News on April 1, 2016, pursuant to the 

requirements set forth in the RDC. A rezoning sign was placed on the subject property on March 

11, 2016, in accordance with the RDC and remains on the site today.  

 

FISCAL IMPACT/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

Staff recommends approval.  

 

ORDINANCE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE 

ZONING ORDINANCE, PLAN AND MAP OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, AS 

HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY GRANTING A CHANGE IN ZONING FROM “SF-40” SINGLE 

FAMILY 40 ZONING TO “PD” PLANNED DEVELOMPENT FOR REAL PROPERTY 

CONSISTING OF 8.437+/- ACRES GENERALLY LOCATED NORTH OF MILLER ROAD AND 

WEST OF DORCHESTER DRIVE AND BEING SITUATED IN THE S.A. & M.G. RR SURVEY, 

ABSTRACT NO. 1407, CITY OF ROWLETT, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS, AND MORE 

PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A” AND “B”, PROVIDING DEVELOPMENT AND 

USE STANDARDS; PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SAVINGS 

CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY OF FINE 

NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,000.00) FOR EACH 

OFFENSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of Rowlett and the 

governing body of the City of Rowlett, in compliance with state laws with reference to amending 

the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, have given the requisite notice by publication and 

otherwise, and after holding due hearings and affording a full and fair hearing to all property 



owners and interested persons generally, the governing body of the City of Rowlett is of the 

opinion that said zoning ordinance and map should be amended as provided herein. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

ROWLETT, TEXAS: 

 

SECTION 1. That the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, Plan and Map of the City of 

Rowlett, Texas, heretofore duly passed by the governing body of the City of Rowlett, as 

heretofore amended, be and the same are hereby amended to grant a change in zoning 

from “SF-40” Single Family 40 to “SF-5” Single Family 5 with “PD” Planned Development 

overlay for real property consisting of 8.437 +/- acres generally located north of Miller 

Road and west of Dorchester Drive Road and being situated in the S.A. & M.G. RR 

Survey, Abstract No. 1407, City of Rowlett, Dallas County, Texas, and being more 

particularly described in Exhibits “A” and “B”, attached hereto and incorporated herein 

(hereinafter the “Property”). 

 

SECTION 2. That the development standards and regulations are set forth in the 

following exhibits: 

 

Exhibit C – Statement of Intent and Purpose; 

Exhibit D – Development Standards; 

Exhibit E – Zoning Concept Plan; and 

Exhibit F – Development Schedule; 

 

All of which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, shall be applicable to all land, 

uses, structures, the use and occupancy of all structures, and the development, 

construction, operation and maintenance of all improvements on the Property described 

herein.  

 

SECTION 3. The Property shall be used only in the manner and for the purposes 

provided herein and by the ordinances of the City of Rowlett, Texas, as heretofore 

amended, and as amended herein. The development, use and occupancy  of the 

Property shall conform to the standards and regulations set forth in Exhibit “C” through 

“F”, the provisions of the Rowlett Development (Chapter 77 of the Code of Ordinances of 

the City of Rowlett, Texas), and the Code of Ordinances of the City of Rowlett, Texas, as 

amended. In the event of any conflict or inconsistency between the provisions of this 

ordinance and the provisions contained in any other provisions of the Rowlett 

Development Code or other codes or ordinances of the City, the provisions of this 

ordinance shall control. In the event that this ordinance does not include a standard or 

regulation that is otherwise required for similar or comparable development or uses by 

the Rowlett Development Code or Code of Ordinances, then the standard or regulation 

required by the Rowlett Development Code or other ordinance shall be applied to 

development and use of the Property.  

 



SECTION 4. That all provisions of the ordinances of the City of Rowlett in conflict with 

the provisions of this ordinance as applicable to the Property be and the same are 

hereby repealed and all other provisions of the ordinances of the City of Rowlett not in 

conflict with the provisions of this ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

SECTION 5. That an offense committed before the effective date of this ordinance is 

governed by the prior law and the provisions of the Code of Ordinances, as amended, in 

effect when the offense was committed and the former law is continued in effect for this 

purpose. 

 

SECTION 6. That should any sentence, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase or 

section of this ordinance be adjudged or held to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid the 

same shall not affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole or any part or provision 

hereof other than the part so decided to be invalid, illegal or unconstitutional, and shall 

not affect the validity of the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance as a whole. 

 

SECTION 7. That any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions or 

terms of this ordinance shall be subject to the same penalty as provided for in the Code 

of Ordinances of the City of Rowlett, as heretofore amended, and upon conviction shall 

be punished by a fine not to exceed the sum of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for 

each offense; and each and every day such violation shall continue shall be deemed to 

constitute a separate offense. 

 

SECTION 8. This ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage 

and the publication of the caption, as the law and charter in such cases provide. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit A – Zoning Boundary 

Exhibit B – Legal Description 

Exhibit C – Statement of Intent and Purpose 

Exhibit D – Development Standards 

Exhibit E – Zoning Concept Plan 

Exhibit F – Development Schedule 

Attachment 1 – Location Map 

Attachment 2 – Open Space/Detention Pond Design 

Attachment 3 – Miller Road Landscape/Screening  

Attachment 4 – Surrounding Densities 

Attachment 5 – Public Responses 

Attachment 6 – Protest Calculation Map 
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EXHIBIT C 

STATEMENT OF INTENT AND PURPOSE 

The Manors on Miller 

 

The Manors on Miller is a neighborhood which creates a beautiful, timeless community that upholds 

and enhances the quality of the surrounding environment. This neighborhood encourages neighborhood 

interaction with its centralized greenspace, and connectivity to the City’s trail system.  

 

This design philosophy produces a neighborhood which preserves the existing vegetation, and brings 

neighbors together. Homes front the centralized common area, which provides residents a scenic view 

and an opportunity to leave their fenced back yards to meet their neighbors.  

 

The open space’s design is inspired by The Sunken Gardens of William and Mary’s campus, following 

the spirit of eighteenth-century English landscape gardens, which abandoned the geometric parterres of 

Europe in favor of sweeping lawns intended to uplift the spirit by leading the eye toward a distant, natural 

setting. The perimeter of the open space will be screened with trees, shrubs and vegetation to create a 

natural and intimate environment. This open space is a welcoming enclave of peace, departing from the 

hustle and bustle of day-to-day life outside the community. 

 

With the recent completion of the Miller Road Bridge, The Manors on Miller serves as a gateway into 

Rowlett. This community strives to be a shining example of what Rowlett has to offer. With immediate 

access to Miller Road, this Property lends its residents easy access to the conveniences of suburban life. 

Residents will enjoy the easy access to surrounding retail shops like Wal-Mart, Home Depot, and Super 

Target nearby.  

 

In regards to The Manors on Miller’s regional context, the neighborhood’s residents have convenient 

access to both Lyndon B. Johnson Freeway and President George Bush Turnpike, but is also just over 

1.6 miles from the Downtown Rowlett DART Blue Line Station. 

 

Section 77-805.C. of the Rowlett Development Code (RDC) indicates that recommendations and 

decisions on rezoning shall be based on consideration of the following criteria: 

 

1. Whether the proposed rezoning corrects an error or meets the challenge of some changing 

condition, trend, or fact. 

 

The requested rezoning does not correct any errors with respect to zoning. 

 

The request meets with the changing environment recognized in the Realize Rowlett 2020 Plan. 

In the “Framework for the Future” section of the Plan, it clearly states, “In 2020, Rowlett will be 

a community with diverse lifestyle choices for living, working, playing, and learning. 

…additional housing choices will be available for individuals and families that desire homes 

needing lower maintenance. Young professionals will be attracted to low maintenance, dense 

housing found in urban or mixed-use neighborhoods.” Additionally, the Plan recognizes that, 

“Rowlett’s future as an employment center will blossom”, when a number of actions take place, 

including, “its housing inventory expands and diversifies.” The Manors on Miller will meet the 

needs and desires of a more diversified Rowlett resident. 

 

2. Whether the proposed rezoning is consistent with the comprehensive plan and the purpose of this 

Code stated in subchapter 77-103, Purpose of this Code. 

 

The proposal is consistent with the Guiding Principles outlined in the Realize Rowlett 2020 Plan. 

While this area is not one of the strategic opportunity areas detailed in the plan, the plan 

anticipates areas of Rowlett outside those areas will also experience development over time. 
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When they do, the development should work within the framework of the Plan’s Guiding 

Principles; two of the key ones being Principle 1: Value Existing Neighborhoods, and Principle 3: 

Make Rowlett a Community that is Attractive to People at all Stages of Their Lives. 
 

The Plan recognizes that in order to protect the Realize Rowlett 2020 vision, “Actions for 

Change” need to be implemented. For redevelopment of residential areas and/or new 

development on greenfields in mature residential areas, Action 3 is probably the most important. 

This Action states, “…and include language related to the efficient delivery of redeveloped 

properties and projects that advance the principles of Smart Growth and traditional neighborhood 

development.”  The Manors on Miller neighborhood is planned with those principles. 

 

3. Whether the proposed rezoning will protect or enhance the health, safety, morals, or general 

welfare of the public. 

 

The proposed The Manors on Miller neighborhood does protect the public by: 

i) Fostering convenient, compatible, and efficient relationships among land uses; 

ii) Promoting a healthful and convenient distribution of population; 

iii) Ensures greater public safety, convenience, and accessibility through physical design; 

iv) Encourages the efficient use of the available land supply in the city; 

v) Preserves the character and quality of residential neighborhoods; 
vi) Promotes a balanced, diverse supply of affordable, quality housing in safe and livable 

neighborhoods; 

vii) Ensures the provision of adequate sized yards, open spaces for light, air, and fire safety; 
viii) Encourages development of a sustainable and accessible system of recreational facilities, 

and open space that meets year-round neighborhood and community wide needs; 

ix) Facilitates the adequate and safe provision of transportation, water, sewage, drainage, and 

other public facilities; and 

x) Ensures the service demands of new development will not exceed the capabilities of existing 

streets, utilities, or other public facilities and services. 

 

4. Whether the municipality and other service providers will be able to provide sufficient 

transportation and utility facilities and services to the subject property, while maintaining 

sufficient levels of service to existing development. 

 

The Manors on Miller neighborhood’s needs for water can be provided without negatively 

impacting adjacent properties. The Manors on Miller neighborhood’s needs for sewer services 

can also be met without negatively impacting adjacent properties. Additionally, the traffic 

generated by The Manors on Miller residents will not negatively impact the city’s street 

system. 

 

5. Whether the proposed rezoning is likely to have significant adverse impacts on the natural 

environment, including air, water, noise, stormwater management, wildlife, and vegetation. 

 

The Manors on Miller neighborhood will not have adverse impacts on the natural environment. 

Activities within the neighborhood will adhere to all of the city’s performance standards with 

respect to air, water, and noise. The city’s stormwater management standards will be followed, as 

they are with all new development in the city. The Manors on Miller’s layout was designed to 

preserve as much natural vegetation as possible, leaving existing trees and vegetation in the 

common areas. 

 

6. Whether the proposed rezoning will have significant adverse impacts on other property in the 

vicinity of the subject tract. 
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The proposed rezoning will not have significant adverse impacts on other property in the vicinity. 

The proposed rezoning will more closely relate to the adjacent single family neighborhoods. The 

Manors on Miller is an excellent opportunity for the City of Rowlett to breathe life back into an 

undeveloped area of the City, and capitalize on its proximity to Lyndon B. Johnson Freeway, 

President George Bush Turnpike, and the Rowlett DART station. More importantly, The Manors 

on Miller is situated at the entrance to Rowlett, and will serve as a beautiful and welcoming 

example of what the City of Rowlett has to offer.  

 

7. The suitability of the subject property for the existing zoning classification and proposed zoning 

classification. 

 

The property is presently zoned SF-40 with a lot area minimum of 1 Acre. This property is not 

suitable for the current SF-40 zoning category, due to its small size and boundary constraints. 

The proposed zoning allows for a higher density of homes than the current SF-40 category; 

however, the SF-40 zoning category has rarely been used for the creation of subdivisions in 

Rowlett. The proposed rezoning will more closely relate to the adjacent single family 

neighborhoods, which allows for lot areas of 8,000 square feet.  

 

This is especially true considering the property is located directly on Miller Road close to the 

entrance of the City, which is a much higher intensity than typical for a 1 Acre Lot 

development. 

 

The property is well suited for an urban, infill single family neighborhood.  It is located a short 

1.6 miles from the Downtown Rowlett DART station. Homeowners can easily ride the train to 

work every day and have the conveniences of a suburban community in the evenings and 

weekends. As the Realize Rowlett 2020 Plan indicates, “The community will support diverse 

choices—in housing types, neighborhood character and land use patterns—so that people at all 

stages of their lives can find options here that meets their needs.” 

 

8. Whether there is determined to be an excessive proliferation of the use or similar uses. 

 

The Ridgecrest Addition, which is immediately north and east of The Manors on Miller 

neighborhood, was zoned and preliminary platted in 1984. Lot areas range from 8,000 to 10,000 

square feet. Directly south of The Manors on Miller is Harbor Pointe Estates, which was zoned 

and platted in 1994 for 9,000 to 10,000 square foot lot areas. 

 

In this vicinity, there is a deficiency of smaller lots which allow for less yard maintenance and 

right sized homes for aging “baby boomers” who want to age in place, and young professionals 

who are drawn toward a more urban lifestyle. The Manors on Miller is intended to meet the 

demand for this underserved product type. 

 

9. Whether the proposed rezoning will ensure that future uses on the subject tract will be compatible 

in scale with uses on other properties in the vicinity of the subject tract. 

 

The requested rezoning is compatible in scale with uses on other properties in the vicinity. 

 

An urban style of single family development deemphasizes the focus on the fenced back yard 

where every resident is isolated from their neighbor.  Social interaction is very important for 
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Homeowners in this style of neighborhood. A focus is placed on the common areas in a 

neighborhood where that social interaction can take place on a daily basis. With that in mind, 

The Manors on Miller neighborhood will provide a centralized, usable open space for the benefit 

of the entire neighborhood. This will not only provide ample opportunity for interaction between 

neighbors, but will also create a more appealing atmosphere to the neighborhood.  

 

10. The supply of land in the economically relevant area that is in the use district to be applied by the 

rezoning or in similar use districts, in relation to the demand for that land. 

 

The area surrounding The Manors on Miller neighborhood is predominantly developed with 

suburban style for single family neighborhoods. 

 

As identified in the Realize Rowlett 2020 plan however, “Though surrounded by attractive 

suburban alternatives, Rowlett is poised to compete for residential expansion, largely due to 

future transit improvements… demand for residential product types will continue to grow 

significantly over the next decade (over 21,000 units in the Trade Area) …” 

 

The Plan indicates there is ample demand for this type of residential product in this general area 

of the city. 
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EXHIBIT D 

The Manors on Miller

PLANNED DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

General Standards

1. Development shall take place in general accordance with the attached Zoning Exhibit 

(Exhibit E).

2. The maximum number of homes in The Manors on Miller neighborhood shall be 39.

3. A minimum of 8% of the land within The Manors on Miller neighborhood shall be used as 

open space. Detention shall be allowed in the open space. The open space, as generally 

shown on Exhibit E, shall be recognized as meeting all of the City of Rowlett’s acreage 

requirements for public and/or private open space for The Manors on Miller neighborhood.

4. All open space and common area shall be owned and maintained by the 

Homeowners Association.

5. Any future right-of-way dedication shall be measured fifty-five feet (55’) from the 

centerline of Miller Road

6. The nose of the currently existing median opening on Miller Road shall be pulled 

back to the west to accommodate a left turn lane and the required width for a 

median opening.

7. The setback from the Miller Road future ROW shall be 18’ rather than 20’.

Dimensional Standards

Development shall take place in accordance with the SF-5 Single Family Residential District as 

outlined in the City of Rowlett Development Code as it exists or may be amended, except as 

indicated below.

1. The minimum lot area shall be 5,750 square feet.

2. The minimum lot width shall be 50’. On cul-de-sacs and/or elbows, the minimum lot width 

at the building line shall be 40’.  The minimum street frontage for all lots shall be 35’.

3. The minimum lot depth shall be 115’. On cul-de-sacs and/or elbows, the minimum lot depth 

shall be 100’.

4. An unenclosed porch may encroach past the front build to line, but in no instance shall it be 

closer than 5’ from the front property line.

5. The minimum side yard shall be 5’. The minimum side yard on a corner lot adjacent to a 

street shall be 5’.   

6. The minimum rear yard shall be 20’.

7. The maximum lot coverage shall be 75%.

8. The minimum dwelling area shall be 1,850 square feet.

9. The maximum height shall be 2.5 stories or 35’ for the main building.
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Setback Type Minimum Distance in Feet

Front Setback* 20’

Rear Setback 20’

Sideyard Setback 5’

Garage Setback 20’

* An unenclosed porch may encroach past the front build to line, but in no instance shall it be 

closer than 5’ from the front property line.

Neighborhood Standards

1. Neighborhood buffer yards, entryway treatments, and landscaping shall be designed, 

developed, and maintained in accordance with the standards established in the Rowlett 

Development Code with the following exceptions. 

• The primary entryway, located on the eastern entrance road, shall flank the 

East side of the intersection with a minimum area for a landscaped entry 

shall be 1,200 square feet, with a minimum depth of 10’ measured from the 

right of way. Canopy trees shall be placed every 40 feet along Miller Road, 

behind the tubular steel fence. A masonry entry statement wall shall be 

placed at the eastern entrance and shall be approximately six feet in height 

and a minimum of ten feet wide. A masonry wall along Miller Road will not 

be required. A six foot ornamental (tubular steel fence) shall screen the 

subdivision from Miller road. Approved plants, trees, grass and other 

approved vegetation shall be placed behind (North of) the fence line. The 

primary entryway shall comply with the standards established in the Rowlett 

Development Code proportionally to this defined area.

• The secondary entryway, located on the western entrance road, shall flank 

the West side of the intersection with a minimum area for a landscaped entry 

shall be 2,500 square feet, with a minimum depth of 20’ measured from the 

right of way. Canopy trees shall be placed every 40 feet along Miller Road, 

behind the tubular steel fence. A masonry wall along Miller Road will not be 

required. A six foot ornamental (tubular steel fence) shall screen the 

subdivision from Miller road. Approved plants, trees, grass and other 

approved vegetation shall be placed behind (North of) the fence line. The 

primary entryway shall comply with the standards established in the Rowlett 

Development Code proportionally to this defined area.

• A landscape buffer shall not be required for the central open space area, 

since it will already provide screening and landscaping as detailed below. 

• Zero-scaped lots will be allowed along the sideyards of lots.

• Buxus sempervirens or similar shrubs will be allowed.

2. Central Open Space and Detention Area

• While detention may not be required (subject to a full drainage analysis), detention 

shall be permitted and counted as open space in the central open space area. 

Detention shall be allowed along Miller Road. The slope shall be no greater than a 

4-to-1 slope. 

• The detention area shall be designed similar to William and Mary’s Sunken 

EXHIBIT D



Gardens. The purpose of this design is to maximize the utility of the limited land 

available to provide a flat, usable open space when it is not raining, while also 

providing functional drainage system when it does rain. 

• The open space / detention area shall be screened along the western, northern, and 

eastern perimeter of the area with canopy trees placed every 50 feet (minimum), 

and boxwood shrubs along all sides of the perimeter, creating a natural enclave 

helping buffer ambient street noise. An irrigation system shall be provided to 

ensure quality maintenance of this area. A six foot tubular steel fence shall be 

placed along the southern border of the defined area, with vegetation placed on the 

North side of the fence. 

3. Unless otherwise shown on Exhibit E, streets within The Manors on Miller neighborhood 

shall be designated as “Minor Residential Streets” and have a right-of-way width of 50’ and a 

pavement width of 31’. 

4. The southernmost home along the eastern entrance and southernmost home along the western 

entrance shall have their driveways oriented along the northern side of the lot.

5. Homes adjacent to the alley along Drakestone Ave. and Dorchester Dr. shall have a six foot 

(6’) board on board fence with the galvanized steel posts facing inward towards the home.

Architectural Standards

1. All homes within The Manors on Miller neighborhood shall comply with the Residential 

Building Standards established in the Rowlett Development Code with the following 

exception. If a gable roof extends over an unenclosed porch, the gable face may be 

constructed of hardy-plank or similar cementaceous material.

2. All homes within The Manors on Miller neighborhood shall comply with the Green 

Building Standards established in the Rowlett Development Code.

3. A front porch shall have a minimum depth of 6’ and a minimum width of 10’ on the Front 

Porch Elevation.

4. Front porches shall have railings and columns. The railings and columns shall be 

architecturally compatible with the house’s front facade.

5. A hip roof which faces the street and which comprises greater than 35% of the total width of 

a house’s façade shall be broken up with dormers or other architecturally compatible 

appurtenances.

6. All trim, siding, ceilings, and garage doors on the front facades shall be painted two 

contrasting colors to achieve an architecturally enhanced appearance. An example is, trim to 

be painted one color and side surfaces and garage doors to be painted a second color.

7. Roof pitches shall be minimum 8:12 for main gables and hips. Dormer roofs and roofs over 

porches may have a lesser pitch.

8. A minimum 4’ wide, dedicated walk separate from a driveway, shall provide a connection 

between the house and the city sidewalk.

9. Trees planted in the front yards of houses shall be of a species whose typical mature height is 

no greater than approximately 20’.
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The Manors on Miller January 26, 2016

Exhibit F

Development Schedule

The Manors on Miller

 Development is anticipated to start the summer of 2016.
 It is anticipated that The Manors on Miller will be built out by the end of 2017.
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AGENDA DATE:  05/03/2016 AGENDA ITEM:   8C 

 

TITLE 

Conduct a public hearing and consider an ordinance approving a Special Use Permit to allow a 

licensed foot spa and body massage establishment in the General Commercial/Retail Zoning 

District for property located at 8301 Lakeview Parkway, Suite 110, further described as a 

1,200+/‐ square foot existing lease space being part of Block A, Lot 1, of the Amesbury Addition 

City of Rowlett, Dallas County, Texas. 

 

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE 

Garrett Langford, Principal Planner, AICP 

 

SUMMARY 

The subject property is located in Suite 110 within the Lakeview Crossing Shopping Center on 

the northwest corner of Lakeview Parkway and Amesbury Lane. (Attachment 1 – Location Map, 

Attachment 2 – Concept Plan). The shopping center is zoned General Commercial/Retail (C-2). 

The Rowlett Development Code (RDC) requires a Specific Use Permit (SUP) for licensed 

massage establishments located in the C-2 zoning district.  

 

The Planning and Zoning Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of this item 

at their April 12, 2016, regular meeting with the condition that the property may be used for the 

operation of a state and City licensed massage establishment in addition to other uses allowed 

by zoning regulations. The item was discussed under Item C3, which can be viewed at the 

following link: http://rowletttx.swagit.com/play/04122016-1425.  

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

The applicant, Rong Liu, is a licensed massage therapist with the State of Texas and desires to 

open a day spa in Rowlett (Attachment 3 – Credentials). As previously noted, a massage 

establishment requires an SUP within the C-2 zoning district. The shopping center contains a 

variety of neighborhood serving commercial/retail uses including, but not limited to, a gym, 

martial arts studio, and restaurant. As further described below, it is staff’s professional opinion 

that the proposed use is compatible with the surrounding uses.  

 

DISCUSSION 

Section 77-206.D of the Rowlett Code of Ordinances lists the criteria for approval of SUPs. 

Recommendations and decisions on SUPs shall be based on consideration of the criteria below. 

Staff has added additional comments in bold italics where applicable.  

 

 

http://rowletttx.swagit.com/play/04122016-1425


1. The proposed special use permit is consistent with the comprehensive plan and other 

infrastructure-related plans, all applicable provisions of this Code, and applicable state and 

federal regulations;  

 

 The subject property is not in any of the 13 identified opportunity areas in the 

Realize Rowlett 2020 Comprehensive Plan. As such, the existing zoning and guiding 

principles should inform development decisions.   

 

The application can be interpreted to address Guiding Principal 2, “Grow the City’s 

economy through diversification of job and business opportunities.”, and Guiding 

Principal 8, “Create centers with a mix of activities at key locations in Rowlett”, of 

the Realize Rowlett 2020 Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Based on the Realize Rowlett 2020 Comprehensive Plan the proposed use is 

consistent with the intent for the area.    

 

2. The proposed special use permit is consistent with the purpose and intent of the zoning 

district in which it is located; 

 

The existing zoning is C-2, which allows for general commercial/retail uses. Per 

Section 77-203.B.5 of the RDC:  

 

The C-2 district is intended for the conduct of retail sales-type 

uses, with only a subordinate percentage of a development 

associated with other retail and office uses. Traffic generated by 

the uses will be primarily passenger vehicles and only those 

trucks and commercial vehicles required for stocking and delivery. 

The C-2 district is intended to be applied primarily to areas of high 

traffic volume and along areas accessing high-volume streets. 

 

Based on the intent of the C-2 zoning district, a massage establishment would be a 

compatible use.   

 

3. Whether the proposed special use permit meets the challenge of some changing 

condition, trend, or fact; 

 

Day spas and massage establishments continue to be a growing business type 

throughout the Dallas Fort Worth area. This type of use exists in other similar 

shopping centers in Rowlett and in surrounding Cities. 

 

4. Whether the proposed special use permit will protect or enhance the health, safety, 

morals, or general welfare of the public; 

 



 The proposed use should not negatively affect the health, safety, morals, or general 

welfare of the public.  

 

5. Whether the municipality and other service providers will be able to provide sufficient 

transportation and utility facilities and services to the subject property, while maintaining 

sufficient levels of service to existing development;  

 

 The property has access to Lakeview Parkway (SH 66) a Type A+ thoroughfare and 

access to Amesbury Lane, a local street based on the Master Thoroughfare Plan. In 

addition, water and sewer services are already available at the site. No additional 

transportation or utility services are required to accommodate the proposed use.  

 

6. Whether the proposed special use permit is consistent with or will have significant adverse 

impacts on other property in the vicinity of the subject tract; and  

 

 The proposed use should not have any adverse impacts on other property within 

the vicinity. The shopping center contains numerous personal service and retail 

establishments. The proposed use is compatible with the other uses in the center.  

 

7. The suitability of the subject property for the existing zoning and the proposed use sought 

by the special use permit. 

 

The subject lease space is within an established shopping center with personal 

service and retail uses. The proposed massage establishment would complement 

these existing uses and provide neighborhood based services oriented to local 

customers. This meets the intent of the C-2 zoning district and should be 

compatible with surrounding uses.  

 

In a previous SUP request for a state licensed massage establishment, there were concerns 

that granting an SUP may allow future unlicensed massage establishment. Unlicensed 

establishments, such as “foot reflexology” have been interpreted as “massage establishments” 

in recent years. The RDC does not currently have a specific use category for “foot reflexology”. 

As such, staff interprets them to fit most closely under the “massage establishment” use 

category, thus requiring a SUP for approval. SUP approvals run with the land so there is a risk 

of automatically approving an unlicensed establishment in the future if this applicant vacates the 

premise. To address this concern, staff is proposing a condition that if the current applicant 

moves out and a foot reflexology business applies for a certificate of occupancy, then they 

would be required to follow the SUP process. This will give City Council the opportunity to 

approve or deny the application based on its own individual merits. 

 

In summary, it is Staff’s opinion that the request with the proposed condition meets the criteria 

outlined in the RDC for an SUP. The proposed licensed massage establishment is not expected 

to have an adverse impact on adjacent properties and will be compatible with the surrounding 

commercial uses that are allowed by right in the C-2 Zoning District.  



Public Notice 

On March 24, 2016, a total of 21 notices were sent to property owners within 200 feet, a notice 

was published in the Dallas Morning News and a sign was posted on the property on April 1, 

2016. As of Wednesday April 27, 2016, two responses have been returned in favor of the 

request (Attachment 5 – Public Responses). 

 

FISCAL IMPACT/BUDGET IMPLICATION  

N/A 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION  

Staff recommends approval of this item with the condition that the SUP be tied to licensed 

massages establishments only.  

 

ORDINANCE  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE 

ZONING ORDINANCE AND MAP OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, AS HERETOFORE 

AMENDED, BY GRANTING AN “SUP” SPECIAL USE PERMIT FOR A “MASSAGE 

ESTABLISHMENT” IN A 1,200 +/- SQUARE FOOT EXISTING LEASE SPACE AT 8301 

LAKEVIEW PARKWAY, SUITE 110, FURTHER DESCRIBED AS BEING A PART OF BLOCK 

A, LOT 1, OF THE AMESBURY ADDITION, CITY OF ROWLETT, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS; 

PROVIDING DEVELOPMENT AND USE STANDARDS; PROVIDING A REPEALING 

CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 

PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF TWO THOUSAND 

DOLLARS ($2,000.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of Rowlett and the 

governing body of the City of Rowlett, in compliance with state laws with reference to amending 

the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, have given the requisite notice by publication and 

otherwise, and after holding due hearings and affording a full and fair hearing to all property 

owners and interested persons generally, the governing body of the City of Rowlett is of the 

opinion that said zoning ordinance and map should be amended as provided herein. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

ROWLETT, TEXAS: 

 

SECTION 1. That the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and Map of the City of 

Rowlett, Texas, heretofore duly passed by the governing body of the City of Rowlett, as 

heretofore amended, be and the same are hereby amended by granting an “SUP” 

Special Use Permit for a “Massage Establishment” in a 1,200 square-foot +/- existing 

lease space identified as Suite 110 at 8301 Lakeview Parkway, further described as 

being a part of Block A, Lot 1, of the Amesbury Addition, City of Rowlett, Dallas County, 

Texas, and being more particularly described in Exhibit “A” attached hereto and 

incorporated herein (hereinafter the “Property”).  

 



SECTION 2. That the Property may be used for the operation of a state and city 

licensed massage establishment in addition to other uses authorized in C-2 General 

Commercial/Retail Zoning. The rights and consents granted by this SUP shall cease and 

terminate automatically and without further action of the City Council in the event that 

any license issued by the State of Texas for a massage establishment on the Property is 

suspended, terminated or revoked. The rights and consents granted by this SUP shall 

cease and terminate automatically and without further action of the City Council in the 

event that the applicant for this SUP vacates the Property; this SUP shall not run with 

the land, and is specific to the applicant. 

 

SECTION 3. That the Property shall be used only in the manner and for the purposes 

provided herein and by the ordinances of the City of Rowlett, Texas, as heretofore 

amended, and as amended herein. The development, use and occupancy of the 

Property shall conform to the standards and regulations set forth in provisions of the 

Rowlett Development Code (Chapter 77 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Rowlett, Texas), and the Code of Ordinances of the City of Rowlett, Texas, as amended. 

In the event of any conflict or inconsistency between the provisions of this ordinance and 

the provisions contained in any other provision of the Rowlett Development Code or 

other codes or ordinances of the City, the provisions of this ordinance shall control.  In 

the event that this ordinance does not include a standard or regulation that is otherwise 

required for similar or comparable development or uses by the Rowlett Development 

Code or Code of Ordinances, then the standard or regulation required by the 

Development Code or other ordinance shall be applied to development and use of the 

Property. 

 

SECTION 4. That all provisions of the ordinances of the City of Rowlett in conflict with 

the provisions of this ordinance as applicable to the Property be and the same are 

hereby repealed and all other provisions of the ordinances of the City of Rowlett not in 

conflict with the provisions of this ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

SECTION 5. An offense committed before the effective date of this ordinance is 

governed by the prior law and the provisions of the Code of Ordinances, as amended, in 

effect when the offense was committed and the former law is continued in effect for this 

purpose. 

 

SECTION 6. That should any sentence, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase or 

section of this ordinance be adjudged or held to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid the 

same shall not affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole or any part or provision 

hereof other than the part so decided to be invalid, illegal or unconstitutional, and shall 

not affect the validity of the comprehensive Zoning Ordinance as a whole. 

 

SECTION 7. That any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions or 

terms of this ordinance shall be subject to the same penalty as provided for in the Code 

of Ordinances of the City of Rowlett, as heretofore amended, and upon conviction shall 



be punished by a fine not to exceed the sum of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for 

each offense; and each and every day such violation shall continue shall be deemed to 

constitute a separate offense. 

 

SECTION 8. This ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage 

and the publication of the caption, as the law in such cases provides. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit A – Property Location 

Attachment 1 – Location Map  

Attachment 2 – Floor Plan 

Attachment 3 – Credentials 

Attachment 4 – Public Responses 
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