
City ofRowlett

Special Meeting
Eeonomic Development Advisory Board

Thursday July 03 2008
830AM

CityHall Cortference Room 4000 Main Street

Meeting Minutes

L Call to order

Greg Sims called to order the Rowlett Economic DevelopmentAdvisory Board
at 834AM on July 03 2008 in City HaD Conference Room at 4000 Main

Street Rowlett Texas In attendance Mayor Pro Tem Cindy Rushing Deputy
Mayor Pro Tem Todd Gottel Greg Sims Drew Howard Ben White George
Harris Larry Glick Robin Tomberlin John Spor and Mmy Alice Etheridge

D W ome and lDtnduction Item 2 OD A2enda

Greg Sims welcomed Council Doug Phillips and Patrick Jackson for coming to

the meeting Ben White explained that the twonew council member s orientation
on the Economic Development Department ofthe City was scheduled for today
and having them sit in on the advisory board meeting would help give them an

tmderstanding ofRowlett s Economic DevelopmentAdvisory Board efforts

m DART bride discussion and recommendadon Item 3 OD AfeDda

Drew Howard wanted to know what DART had agreed to in the past Mr

Howard wanted to know if prior agreements were verbal or written Deputy
Mayor Pro Tern Todd Gettel exclaimed that we donot have the trafficcounts that
warrant the bridge verses at grade crossing Mr Lany Glick stated that he bas

avoided Rowlett Road for twoyears and so have many others which would affect

the traffic counts Mr Glick stated the issue is promises were made by DART for
a grade separation at Rowlett Road Mr Glick stated we were also promised a

Transit Center with air conditioning Mr Glick stated these promises were made
during public meetings and is a matter of public record Greg Sims exclaimed
that we need to be concerned with what the Transit Center looks like That is a

big issue from an esthetic point ofview Mr John Spor stated we shouldhave all

agreements in writing and use whatever leverage we have available to us Mr
Glick exclaimed we should argue for a Transit Center and a bridge Drew

Howard wanted to know as an advisory board what can we do Robin
Tomberlin expressed that most people feel it is a lost cause Mr Glick stated in
the grand scheme ofit aU it is not a lot of money Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Todd
Gettel asked the board do we want to risk rolling the dice toput this project on

hold Drew Howard made a motion that we make a recommendation to the city
council to form a committee of Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Todd Gettel Lany
Glick and Drew Howard to research the promises made by DART John Spor
seconds the motion with all in favor Motion carried

IV The Economic Develooment Board shaD convene into execudve session Dursuant
to 65SL087 or the TEXAS GOVEBNMENT CODE reordin2 Project Primo
ProjectAero sad Dover CIiff Items4 5 and 6 on A2enda



v Discuss and 1ake aDDroDriate actiOD ifnecessarv on the executive session matter
Item on AfeDda

Motion made by Drew Howard to recommend approval by the city council for the
incentive application for four 4 years 50 of real and personal property tax

abatement and waiver ofimpact fees for street water and sewer forProject Primo
Motion seconded by Robin Tomberlin with all in favor Motion carried

VI Members of the EcODomic DeveloDment Advisory Board mAW reauest tODics for
the future uenda meetina No member of the board or commission mav 81iscuss
anv of the reauested subiects unfit such matter hac been Dronerlv place4o a

DOsted uend

Developmental process will be on the next Agenda Ask David English to come
to the next meeting July 31st 2008 will be the next meeting Screening waU
discussion between commercial and residential properties Bond committee
update Ben White thanked evetyone for coming OIl July 3 He realizes
tomorrow is a holiday and appreciates evetyone s time
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