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City of Rowlett

Regular Meeting
Economic Development Advisory Board

Thursday May 29 2008
830AM

CilJ Hall Cariference Roam 4000 Main Street

Meeting Minutes

L Call to oreler

Greg Sims calJed to order the Rowlett Eeonomic Development Advisory Board
at 8 30AM on April 24 2008 in City HaD ConfereJJee Room at 4000 MaiD

Street Rowlett Texas In attendance Mayor John Harper Deputy Mayor Pro
Tem Todd Gottel Greg Sims Drew Howard Ben White John Spor Larry Glick
Robin Tomberlin and Mary Alice Etheridge

IT Wel and lntrodudioo ltem 2 on A da

Greg Sims welcomed eI one to the meeting

ill ClIIIIlIider anDlllval of minutes from March 282008 1 3 on ftla

Motion was made by John Spor to approve the minutes from April 24 2008 and
second by Drew Howard All approved motion carried

IV GISD Undate Item 4 on A ucla

Larry Glick stated that Memorial Prep will close Mr Glick exclaimed that he
believes it will be a mistake and in time he believes the school could possib
reopen Graduation starts tonight for Rowlett Graduation will happen for the
n 1 3 days The E ents Center in Garland will be hosting 9 graduations Mr
Glick spoke ofthe salaries for teachers and GISD s task to remain competitive to
retain teachers There was general discussion regarding the perception of GISD
and talk of options andlor considerations of the name Garland Rowlett Sachse
GRS Drew Howard suggested we use the statistics for GISD s achievements

and specialized programs in our marketing materials to help change the

perception

V City U1Ildate ltem 5 on ftlJellua

Mayor John Harper spoke of City Manager Craig Owens s resignation Mr
Owens accepted a position as City Manager for the City of Cl 1on Missouri Mr
Owens will be moving close to both sets of grand parents for his children Mayor
Harper exclaimed how gratefuJ he is to Mr Owens for all ofhis hard work and

systems he has contributed to Rowlett Those systems will remain in place
There will be a special session of the City Council on Monday to appoint an

interim City Manager We will be putting together a transition plan and discuss
the plan for doing a search for a replacement

Regarding the PGBT lhe Federal Government requires an eJlyironmentaJ impact
study This ill push the contracts for construction about 4 10 6 weeks

Regarding DART the budget has been approyed the double tracks have been
approyed What is still under discussion are the elented tracks across Rowlett
Road Rowlett Road is a problem for some of our businesses and we ill be more
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carefuI with future contracts for road construction to include some type of
incentive program

VI CbamberUIdate ltem 6 on A nda

Drew Howard thanked eVeI one that attended the annual awards hanquet Mary
Bell with Inwood Bank lill be the Dew Chair for the Chamber and Drew Howard
will remain ODe of the Chamber representatives for the Economic Development
Advisory Board The other two appointments have two year terms will be up
evef other vear in October JlDle 3ill is the Biz n Perks with Dr James Fowler
JlDl6 11

th
is the partnership llDlCheon with 1he City of Rowlett at 1he Community

Centre July cjh Tom Stellman will present the Rowlett Next plan to 1he Chamber
members at the monthly luncheon

vn Directors UndAff Item 7 on A2enda

Ben White gave an update on current developments in Rowlett There were 5

certificates of occupancy that created 54 new jobs in Rowlett There is a pre
submittal meeting for a restaurantretail development at the comer of the future
PGBT and Hwy 66 A detailed update is included in the ad isory board books
Mr White gave an update on the ICSC trade show The ent was Vel
productive for Rowlett Developers spoke of Del developments being on hold for
12 to 24 months however that is not necessarily true for Rowlett The timing of
PGBT and new development is important to dm elopers Mayor Harper 1ended
his assistance along with this board to attrad and pursue new development
Mayor Harper would like for the Economic Development department to cOnsider
him and the board as a resource The Economic Development staff along with
members of 1he Rowlett Police department City Engineers and Mayor Pro Tern
Todd Gottel met With the Highpoint Industrial business OWDtm regarding graffiti
to the buildings and retaining wall in the park It was II very productive meeting
that will beheld once a month at first and then every quarter We are looking to

partner l th the local business owners in 1he park to work together to recti their
concerns regarding anda1ism and any other issues they have Mary Alice

E1heridge offered II Chamber presence for futwe meetings The Super One is
going up for sealed bid auction JlDle 20

VnI Discuss StratelIc Plan Timeline Item 8 on Alenda

There was general discussion on the time frame for 1he straleg1c plan We are

actively pursuing the Higher Education opportunities We are on track l th the
plan Mayor Pro Tern Todd Gettel stated we should be good stewards of our
availahle land

IX The Economic Development Advisorv Board shall convene into executive session
I Ant to 6551087 of THE TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE reszardinll Proiect
Primo Item 9on A2enda

X Diseuss and tAb lIDDroDriate action if necessarY on the executive session matter
Item 10 on AtJP1UIlI

The business is not ready to go before the board There are some issues l th the
site and some items still need to be ironed out Staff is continually working lith
the ovner to assist in this process Mayor Harper reiterated the importance thal
businesses going through this process need to contact city staff and not 1he Mayor

e or Council lith regard to these projects
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Xl Members of the EcoDOJDk DeveloDment Adviso Board m reauest tonics for
the future da mee1in1S No member of the board or eommission m discuss
anv of the reanested snbiects until such matter has been Drouerlv nIaced on a

BOSted nda

N 1 meeting set for June 26 Z008 Public Improvement Districts PID power
point and the TJF Board minutes to be sent to the EDAB prior to the ne1

meeting The TIF Board update will be a part of the City Update on the next

agenda or Pro Tem Todd GotteJ will give an update on proposed Main
Street activities in the City Update Item for PID discussion Item for

Development Review Process Project Primo will be on the next agenda
Electronic packets vi11 be sent to the board prior to the meeting and hard copies
wi presented to the members ofthe board during the meeting

Greg Sims Chairman

fR JfJ 06
Date Approved

edadjourn at 10 10 AM
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